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Introduction 


hanguagc learners come with backgrounds and interests as varied 
as people come in shapes and sizes. To accommodate the 
burgeoning interest in Japanese-language study is an equal 
number of books and learning aids for all levels. One resource that 
anyone can use, no matter what their level of Japanese, is a 
thorough grammar reference. This one is designed for case of use 
by the non-linguist—for the non-native speaker and user of 
Japanese rather than the student of Japanese, 

Grammatical terminology is kept to a minimum, as are detailed 
explanations as to w r hy w r ords or phrases function as they do. 
Rather, example sentences show concretely how r and w here the 
key function words arc used. It is hoped that this method will be 
immediately accessible (and useful) to a wide audience. Use of 
this reference book doesn't require extensive prior knowledge of 
grammatical terms, nor does it demand that the reader learn them, 
though of course one is not at a disadvantage for having that 
knowledge. To look up a word one simply need know how to say 
it—and be grateful that romanimation of Japanese is easier than 
spelling in English, 

Part One includes grammatical function words arranged 
alphabetically, with entries given first in romanized form, 
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followed by Japanese characters. Each entry includes a brief 
grammatical description of the word or phrase, and several 
English equivalents. Below that follow sample sentences 
illustrating various positions within a sentence where the entry 
word or phrase may be used. In these sentences, the author treats 
the progressive (re iru ) and tai -forms of verbs as dictionary forms, 
as these can be further conjugated. 

The sample sentences illustrate a wide variety of everyday 
situations. While some of the English translations of the Japanese 
may seem a bit stilted, this has been done deliberately in the 
interest of clearly illustrating the grammatical pattern at hand. 
Other related or similar function words are cross-referenced at the 
end of each entry, and if the reference occurs in Part Two, a “II” in 
parentheses follows. 

While Part One is for looking up specifics, Part Two takes a 
more traditional approach to grammar, examining parts of speech, 
their general usage, and conjugations. As such it can be used for 
further detailed study of a particular part of speech or grammatical 
usage. Usage is a key word throughout this book, as the author has 
made a concerted effort to show various nuances of particular 
Japanese forms. He has also included a detailed cross-reference 
with Part One. Thus if one looks up Verb Forms in Part Two, for 
example, a list of words and phrases in Part One that are 
commonly used with each of the verb forms is also provided, 

A further word about verb forms is in order. Consistent with the 
minimal use of grammatical terminology, the author has not used 
the traditional terminology for verb forms. One will not find a 
listing for “conditional forms,” for example, but rather the “ha- 
forrn” and the “/ara-form ” Once again, the user need only know 
how r to say something in order to learn more ahout it. It is hoped 
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that this approach will be found user-friendly. Like any systematic 
approach, however, one must allow time to become accustomed to 

it. 

One final note in regard to the Prepositions entry in Pan Two, 
While other sections list Japanese first, followed by English 
equivalents, this section alone lists English prepositions first, 
following them with example sentences illustrating how these 
may be expressed in Japanese. As these two, three, and four-letter 
English words function very differently in Japanese, the 
exceptional treatment of them here is not only justified but 
extremely helpful. 

Jt is the author’s hope that students using this book will make 
great progress in their study of the Japanese language. He has 
made every effort to include both everyday and exceptional usage 
in the example sentences presented here, for in grammar, there are 
no rules without exceptions. 

Finally, special thanks go to Julie Ic/yi and the staff of the 
Charles E. Tuttle Publishing Company for their hard and patient 
work in editing the English content. 
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PART ONE 


Dictionary of 

Grammatical Function Words 




(2 * GRAMMATICAL FUNCTION WORDS 

ageru 

verb meaning: give (something to a person who is either of equal 
or lower status), do (something for that kind of person) 

Sashiageru is used with a person of higher status or to whom the 
speaker wishes to show respect. Yarn is very informally used 
instead of this verb. The 1st person cannot be the recipient, 

1. After noun + a 

Kono kon o age mas u 

I give you this book. 

(K on o h on o sashiagemam. [ respe c tfu 11) 

2, Al ter te-form of verb 

Konojitensha o ka shite agemasu. 

\ lend you this bicycle. 

(Kono j i tens ha o ka shite sashiagemam. [respectful]) 

tri'Ai-nvT L tz a 

Kano jo ni nekkurem o katte agemashita 
I bought a necklace for her 
► See also kurerxg morau 


a id a 

noun meaning: in between, between, during, from . . . through, 
among, while 

I. Followed by ni 
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Aida ni tatte kudasaL 
Please stand in between. 

2. After noun + no, followed by ni 

® < 0 Pd] til + £ A im fa T £ £ Lfc 0 
i?w.vw ran ran/ra ni tanaka-san ga tazunete kimashiia. 
Mr. Tanaka came to see you during your absence. 

3. After noun + to + noun + no , followed by ni 

mum ttwt t n -r D 

Yubinkyoku wa eki to gakko no aula ni arimasu. 

The post office is between the station and the school. 

4. After noun + kara + noun + made no 

100^^15 3 ixorntk&tt* 

Toka kara ju go flie hi made no aida yasumima.w. 
Til take holidays from the 10th through the 15lh. 

5. After verb in the progressive tense, followed by ni 

m ^ iEo r l io tz Q 

Hon oyonde iru aida ni nemutte shimatta* 

1 fell asleep while I was reading a book. 

6. Alter dictionary form of adjective, followed by ni 

Wakai aida ni motto benkyo shinasai. 

Study more while you are young. 


a man j 0 

adverb (used with a negative) meaning; not much, not many, not 
enough, not well, not very 

1. Used with negative verb 
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Watashi wa amari tahemasen. 

1 don’t eat much. 

hif \*)iitA , 0 

Kare no koto wa amari shirimasen. 

I don't know much about him. 

Ima amari o-kane o matte imasen, 

I don’t have much money now. 

2, Used with negative adjective 

h l < i ^:^ 0 

Tenki wa amari yoku arimasen. 

The weather is not very good. 

i?a< 

Kaisha wa ie kara amari laku arimasen. 
The company is not very far from our house. 


are &t i 

DEMONSTRATIVE NOUN MEANING! that, those, it 

It refers to an object or objects far from both the speaker anti the 
hearer. 

The polite form is achtra t which also means “that person” or 
“that direction." Are becomes ana before a noun it modifies. 
Moreover, it becomes asoko when expressing “that place over 
there.” 


1. Followed by particle 

riftiiWT+rts, j j 

"Are wa nan desu ka." “ Are wa nikon no matsuri desu” 
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"What’s that?” “It’s a Japanese festival,” 

<$> h b \zM v* tz b m;s£T 3 

Achira ni tsuttara denwa o kudasai. 

Please call me when you gel there, 

I &-bbli¥tcfz'C'1rfro J J 

Achira wa donata desu kab “Yamamoto-san desub 
"Who is that person?" "She is Ms. Yamamoto.” 

Ginko wa ano tatemono no tonari desit. 

The bank is next to the building over there. 

(/ire becomes ano when used as an adjective.) 

b 4 o i to 

Toire wa asoko ni arimasu. 

The restroom is over there. 

{Are becomes asoko when meaning “that place over there. 1 ’) 

Watashi no ie wa asoko desu. 

My house is over there. 

-* See also kore , sore 


artmasen i> i At /v 

negative verb used for milking the negative form of desu, am, and 
adjectives 

Note that the plain form is nai. 

I. After (adjectival) noun + dew a 
ZiU±%L<7>&H/oT&& 

Kore wa watashi no kahan dew a arimasen. 
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This is not my bag. 

owwii* j^a 0 

5w/to mondai wa amari juyo dewa arimasen + 

That problem is not very important. 

2. After Au-form of adjective 

- 4 E < i t i -e/v 0 

Kono kikai wa doko mo warttku arimasen. 

Nothing is wrong with this machine. 

t?um< h h W/vfU: c 

Soto ivo samuku arimasen deshita . 

It wasn't cold outside. 

—► See also aru y desu, nai , mlvl Verb Forms (II) 

aru 

verb meaning: be, there be, exist, have 

1. After inanimate subject 

StfrtifWfa- 7 1C* l ") ii"c 

Ginko wa eki no nuiko m arimasu. 

The bank is on the other side of the station. 

2. After (object) noun + ga 

r mm\z av -v 7 -0 i 1 j rwt5 j i - 0 j 

“Heya ni wa shawd ga arimasu ka™ “Hat, arimasu” 

"Does the room have a shower?" "Yes, it does." 

3. After fa-form of verb + koto + ga 
(used for expressing experiences) 

rot a t IJ i 
ToAvo ft/ vwi Aa/ itta koto ga arimasu. 

Fve been to Tokyo three times. 
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4, Alter re form of verb 

(used for expressing some continuing state caused by an ac¬ 
tion) 

K7 b i i% 

Dm uv; ski mete urimasit. 

The door is shut (because I shut it), 
y See also arimasen, iru , /com arw, na/ 


a to de t "C 

phrase meaning' after, later 


L After noun + no 

V'ot 3 - t - f to 

I (sumo shokuji no ato de kahii o nomimasu. 

[ usually drink coffee after meals, 

2, After ta-form of verb 

ft it, 

Shtgoto ga owatta ato de hanashitai koto go arimasu. 

There is something I want to talk to you about after I finish 
work, 

3, Used as adverb 

L t L i o tfv 

Afo de derm a shimasho ka . 

Shall I call you later? 

-> See also kara, mae 


au 1 

verb (added to other verbs) meaning: each other, reciprocally 
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1. After conjunctive form of verb 
Wl 11 h 7 C t -fp'kW “Cf Q 

Tasukeau koto ga falsetsu desu. 

It is important to help each other, 

Sono mondot m tsuite lianashiaeba kaiketsu dekiru to omol- 
masiL 

If you talk with each other about the problem, I think you can 
solve it, 

ba Jdf 

particle meaning: if, when 

Note that da Is irregular, becoming naraba* See Verb Forms 
and Adjective Forms (II) for details about conjugation, 

3, Used in da-form of verb 

& -t z izm ttfiij s s & t: t i - 0 

Asoko m ikeba Yamada-san nt aemasu „ 

If you go over there, you can see Mr.Yamada, 

Moffo hayaku kureba yokatta. 

It 1 had come much earlier, it would have been better. (I should 
have come much earlier,) 

Kano jo ga kureba oshiefe kudasai. 

When she comes, please tell me. 

(for a future condition, [no] nara is used instead of da after 
dictionary form of verb) 
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S,#: 

70/bu ni rfcu tiara jAtiijkeitijeti 11 desu yo. 

If you're going to Tokyo, you should take the shinkansen, 

2.. After (adjectival) noun + nara (conditional form of da) 

$>Ltzmtcht£f fS 

Asft/ta araie naraba ikimasen. 

I won't go if it is rainy tomorrow, 

3 + Used in ba -form of adjective 

l ZUilUi Fitter < /:3v\> 

Jt>ra,?/jj£ere£a dozo fotoe kudasat. 

If it is all right (If you fed like it), please eat. 

See also nara , torn, fr;*, ro sureba, Adjective Forms (II), Verb 
Forms (II) 


ba,., hodo (if... (5 t 

phrase meaning: the more ..„ the more * * , 

ft follows the stem of iw-form of verb/adjective. The dictionary' 
form of the same verb/adjective is repeated before hodo, 

1, Used with verb 

ttLtt’f&teey t < *IJ it* 

Rensku sureba suru hodo umaku narimasu. 

The more you practice, the better you can do. 

2, Used with adjective 

Hayakereba hay at hodo ii. 

The sooner, the better, 

-> See also dake 
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bakari ff ^ b 

particle meaning: only, just, always, be ready to (do), have just 
(done), about 

1. After te-form of verb, followed by iru/imasu 

Kare wa asonde bakari iru , 

He is always playing. 

2. After dictionary form of verb, followed by da/desu 

Kare wa it sumo taberu bakari desu. 

He is always ready to eat. 

3. After fa-form of verb, followed by da/desu 

- - K M ^ tz b Xt a 

ima koko m tsuit a bakari desu. 

I've just arrived here. 

4, After noun 

mmmffrn ltv ^ 0 

Kare wa benkyd bakari shite iru. 

He is always studying. 

5, After particle 

*> ff $ 11, 

Kanojo wa toshokan ni bakari ikimasu. 

She always goes to the library. 

6, After noun expressing lenglh/quantity 

Is shit kan bakari msu ni shimasti. 

I ll be away about a week. 

1 frR X2 * a If d' b xil 


Copyrighted Material 


bakari — beki desu 


21 


Ikkagetsu de ni kiro bakari taiju ga fuemashita. 
1 gained about two kilograms in one month. 

+ See also dake 


beki desu 

PREDICATIVE PHRASE MEANING: should, OUght tO (do) 

1 * After dictionary form of verb 

Isshokenmei hataraku beki desu . 

You should work hard. 

Sanaa mono a kau beki dewu naL 
You shouldn’t buy such a thing. 

i> o t ?-< 

Motto ha yak u karu beki deshita. 
f should have come much earlier. 
i>t£tz\± tj o 

Anata n-'o tnotto henkyo su(rti) beki desu. 

You should study more. 

( sum + beki may be abbreviated to subeki) 

2. Used as adjective 

Sore HY7 cAumtf&u sufreAi ten da. 

Thaf s the point you should pay attention to. 

(dictionary f orm of verb + beki directly precedes the noun and 
da/desu follows) 

-► See also nakereba naranai 
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bun 

noun indicating: a quantity, part, portion, degree 

1. After dictionary form of verb 

^ £-f o 

Taberu bun wa arimasu. 

There is enough to cat, 

2 + After reform of verb 

Sudeni kaita bun o misete hudasaL 

Please show me the part that you’ve already written, 

Nokotta bun wa tone akimasu. 

I'll keep the portion that is left. 

3. After nai'-form of verb 
5?fe*t^l±jgLTfcV»TTSV» 0 
Imnai bun wa kaeshite oite kudasai. 

Please return the portion you don’t need. 

4. After possessive particle no 

Kore wa warns hi no bun rfe.su . 

This is my share. 


cha ^ 

informal equivalent of te wa or tara (usually used by women) 
meaning: if, when 

It is used after the stem of re-form of verbs whose dictionary 
form ends with - u , - ku , -tsu, or -ru. It becomes ja (the informal 
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version of dewa) after the stem of reform of verbs whose dictio¬ 
nary form dnds with -bu, -gu , -mu, or -nu. 

\ . After the stem of re form of verb 

Soko e itcha ikemasen. 

You must not go there, 

-t a,*- t £ $ fth * m *) t to 

Sonna koto o sarecha komarimasu. 

I’ll be distressed if you do that, 

-*■ See also ikenai,ja, naranai , tar a 


chau V 9 

informal fquivai.ent of te shimau (usually used hy women) mean¬ 
ing: be going to (do), finish (doing), (do something) completely 

11 is used alter the stem of /e-iorm of verbs whose dictionary 
form ends with -ku, -tsu, or - ru , It becomes jau (the informal 
version of de shimau) after the stem of ftf-form of verbs whose 
dictionary form ends w ith -bu, -gu, -nut, or -rut It is sometimes 
followed by no when forming a question. The past forms arc 
chatta/jatta (plain) and chaimashitafjahnashita (polite), 

1. After the stem of /e-form of verb 
& 1 Jf o % * 7 
Mo kaetchau n desu Jccl 
Atc you going to leave so soon? 

40 I* Z*\*'£to 

Kyo wa don don nonjaimasu. 
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I’m going to drink like crazy today. 

t £ L/Jo 

AVjnoyu m vwwi A# to ti fJuc/uu'iKfflAlta . 
Fve done wrong to her. 

-► See also ie s hi man 


chittomo tot & 

adverb (used with a negative) meaning: (not) at all, (not) a bit 

1. Followed by negative verb 

Chittomo kamaimasen . 

I don’t mind at all. 

(affirm ati v e se n le nee s use sukosh i ) 

Sukoshi nihongo ga hanasemasu. 

I can speak a little Japanese* 

-+ See also a man, matfaku, sukoshi, zettzert 


chodo £ n ¥ 

adverb meaning: (have) just (done), exactly, precisely 

I. Used w ith to-lorm of verb, followed by tokoro (or hakari) + 
du/de su 

Chodo skigoto o oeta tokoro desu. 

I’ve just Finished the work. 
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Chodo ima tsuita bakari desu 
I’ve just arrived. 

2, Before number expression 

j: -J £9ft\Zl&X< 

Chodo kuji ni kite kudasuL 
Please come at nine sharp. 


ebu ni ff 1 1- 

phrase (of time) meaning: during, within 


It often euphonicaliy changes to jit ni . 


L After noun expressing period of time 

* ') *) Tto 

Natm yasumi chu ni amerika ni Hat tsumon desu > 
f plan to go to America during the summer vacation. 

i -to 

Konshu chu ni yasumi o doko de sugosu ka kimemasu. 
rii decide within this week where to spend the vacation. 
2, 

M san nichi jit ni kansei shtmiisu. 

I’ll complete it within a few days. 

~ > See also jit 


da ti 

See desu 
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daga fzP 

conjunction (usually used in written language) meaning; but, 
however 

1. At the beginning of sentence 

Sen so wa o watt a. Daga oku no inochi ga ushinawareta. 

The war is over. However, many people lost their lives. 

2. After dictionary, ra~, or Jitri-form of verb/adjective + no/n 

Kano shohtn wa yasui no daga hinshitsu gayokunai. 

These goods are cheap but the quality is not good. 

Kare no uchi o tazuneta no daga, aenakatta. 

I dropped in at his house but I wasn’t able to see him. 

Rj^ A, iiPM t? &4tsKfi'S: h & v 
Takai n daga hawanakereba naranai. 

It’s expensive but I need to buy it, 

Hfi < 4' P O fz f, tlptm. i "Cfi fz o 

Omoshiroku nakatta n daga saiga made mira. 

Although it wasn’t interesting, I watched it to the end. 

3. Alter (adjectival) noun + na + no/n 

Kare wa seijitsu na no daga noryoku ga tarinai 
He is sincere but lacks the ability, 

+ See also dakeda, ga (2 A keredo(mo) 

dakara fz P h 

conjunction meaning: so, and so, that’s why, therefore, because 
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3. At the beginning of sentence 

r j r£x, j 

“Jiko ga atta so desu ne.** u Ee r dakara okurema&hita” 

“I hear there was an accident/" ""Yes, that’s why 1 was late.” 

2. After dictionary, ta- f or mu-form of vcrb/adjcctive + no/n 

vvu Aayajfcw oktru n dakara mo nenasai. 

Go to bed now because you have to get up early tomorrow. 

Otosan wa mo itta n dakara anata mo hayaku ikinasai. 

Your father has already gone so you should hurry and go too. 

3. After (adjectival) noun + na + no/n 

fe O fc«afcL& < 

/v 5 

Ana fa wa gakusei na n dakara mono henkyo shinakute wa 
ikemasen . 

Because you are a student you have to study more. 

-+ See also kara 


dake /ilt 

particle meaning: only, just, simply, as much as, as ... as 
L After noun 

Anata dake o ai shite i mas it. 
i love only you. 

r titfX t* i f X 1 » 

Sore ga dekirtt no wa taro dake desu. 
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Taro is Lhe only one who can do it, 

2, After particle 

Anata to (take hanashitaL 
1 want to talk just with you (alone). 

Sarto dohutsu wa Okinawa ni dake imasu. 

That animal exists only in Okinawa- 

3, After dictionary form of verb/adjective T followed by da/de su 

Kare wa ne matte iru dake desu, 

He is only sleeping. 

i: < h I) t 

Kore wa takai dake desu , A man yoku arimasen. 

This is just expensive. It’s not so good, 

4, After to-form of verb/adjective, followed by da/de su 

Kore o mi ni kita dake desu, 

I just came here to see this. 

Sukoshi nemukatta dake desu . 

I was just a little sleepy. 

5, After nai-form of verb/adjective, followed by da/desu 

*)m£L 

Kare to wa amari hanashi o shined dake desu , 

I simply don't talk with him so often, 

fi & h (tTl - 0 

tkitakunai dake desu , 

I just don’t want to go, 

6, After adjectival noun + na 
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£i ft tftXkl tztifci&mX' te£> *9 £ tAo 
j^are' wa yumei-na dake de taishita seijika dewa arimasen. 

He is merely famous, and not much of a politician, 

7. In idiomatic expressions 
(between dekiru and adverb) 

^K#T< £Sv\, 

Asm main dekiru dake hayaku koko ni kite kudasai 
Please come here again tomorrow as soon as you can. 

(after suki-na or hoshit) 

< £3V\, 

Suki-na dake tabete kudasai. 

Please eat as much as you like. 

8. Used instead of hodo in the pattern ..> ba , 1 . hodo 

t < * *) it* 

Doryoku sureba sum dake umaku narimasu. 

The harder you try, the better you can do it, 

9. Used in the pattern . , . dake de nakit. , , mo 

E 4 as/iitT'i < 77/IS-tt i to 
Kanojo wa nihongo dake de naku furansugo mo hanasemasu. 
She can speak not only Japanese but also French. 

- y See also ba ... hodo , kagtri , shika 


dakedo flltf t* 

INFORMAL CONJUNCTION OR ADVERB MEANING! but, however, though, 
still, nevertheless 

1, At the beginning of sentence 

HL^o tzi 

Ana kuruma ga tote mo hoshii Dakedo takasugiru. 
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I want that car very much. However, it is too expensive for me, 

m L &ifiUll fr o tz» 

Dakedo sonna koto wa shinakereba yGhana. 

I wish I hadn’t done such a thing, though. 

Kare wa shimet.su desu. Dakedo amari suki dew a arimasen. 
He is kind, Still, I don't like him very much. 

2. After (adjectival) noun 

Kyo wa ame dakedo dekakemasu ka. 

WjH you go out though it is rainy today? 

3. After dictionary form of verb/adjective + no/n 

tofr [ ) t 'itA.o 

Sumo o mitai n dakedo doko de kippu o kattara ii no ka 
wakarimasen. 

1 want to see sumo wrestling, but I don’t know where 1 can buy 
a ticket, 

4. After to-form of verb/adjecuve + no/n 

7"/d^So fzfrfzli t’ffi 7 U^+ 0 

Wdpuro o katta n dakedo tsukau no ga muzukashii desu. 

I bought a word processor, but it is difficult to use. 
l&fr o fz frti It £ MLT i>M L fro fzOXto 
Takakatta n dakedo doshitemo hoshikatta no desu. 

It w r as expensive, but 1 really wanted it. 

> See also daga t ga (2), kereda(mo) 


dare fzfl 

INTERROGAT1VE PRONOUN MEANING: who 
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The subject indicator wa cannot be used after dare. 
!. Used in subjective ease with ga 

timm^tB^itfr* 

Dare ga kar.su ro omoimasu ka. 

Who do you think will win? 
fltlfrZ tl fro 

Dare ga kore o how as hit a no ka shitte imasu ka. 
Do you know who broke this ? 

2. Used in objective case with o/ni 
tit 1 iZ&LTyt'&A, virfro 
Dare o sagas kite iru n desu ka. 

Who are you looking for? 

fzil V'fc 

Dare ni aitai no desu ka. 

Who do you want to see? 

3 + Used as complement that describes subject 
i>*Z\Z±oX*'2>Al±t* tlXt fro 
Asoko ni tatte iru hito wa dare desu ka. 

Who is the person standing over there? 

4. Used in possessive case with no 
<$> tilt tz il<0 ^X frfro 

Are wa dare no kuruma desu ka. 

Whose car is that? 

£ ft {i tl ft <D frith fr fr fr f? 1 1" fr o 

Kore wa dare no kahan ka wakarimasu ka. 

Do you know whose bag this is? 

5, Used with specific particle 

(dare + ka: someone, anyone) 
fltLfrfr'* -' & o 
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Dareka ga iru mitai desu. 

Someone seems to be there, 

{dare + mo [used with a negative]: no one, nobody) 
fzFi. 14^tl.' £ As o 
Daremo denwa ni demasen. 

Nobody answers the phone, 

(dare + demo: anybody, everybody) 

£ to 

Daredemo kono kikai o sosa dekimasu. 

Anybody can operate this machine. 


daro tz h i 

-* Sttdeskd 


dasu ti^F 

verb meaning: abruptly begin (doing something), (do something) 
and take out, {do something) and go out 


1. After conjunctive form of verb 

Kare wa tabaka o suidashita. 

He began to smoke. 

K“C - tDWifffr # fflf - t tf'C if £ 

to 

Kono kado de kono ginko kara o-kane o hikidasu koto ga 
dekimasu. 

With this card you can withdraw money from this bank. 
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Watashi wa yoku jugyd o nukedmhita. 

I would often skip out of classes. 

See also hajimeru 


datte fi o T 

informal particle or CONJUNCTION (usually used by wo men and 
children) meaning; hut, because, also, even 

L At the beginning of sentence 
(in answer to a question) 

rf?&£<av»«D 0 j r/i^r«Lrv>^/v/i^,o 0 j 

“Ikitakunai no r “Datte tsukarete iru n da mono.” 

“You don't want to go?" “Because I’m tired." 

(in reply to an imperative) 

ri^* mmx'tio j 

“Mo mm jikan desit yoT ' Datte nemuka nai n da manor 
“It’s time you went to bed.” L But ['m not sleepy." 

2, After noun 

Kanemochi datte fuko-na toki mo aru. 

Even rich people are unhappy sometimes. 

\hA,tnZhlt\^fio JTfA/io-C^rtfo J 

“Anna koto wa iya da.” "Watashi datte iya da.” 

“I hate such things." “I do, too/* 

3. Used with interrogative pronoun 

(dare, nan , and doko + datte mean everybody, everything, and 
everywhere respectively) 
tztltzvXZtUZim*) it. 

Dare datte sore ni wa okorimasu. 
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Everybody gets angry at that, 

7 ft b § f to 

l&ire vv- f £j supotsu nara nan datte dekimasu. 

If it's sports, he can play everything. 

See also demo 

de T 

particle meaning; at, in, on, by, with, from, because of, for 

Be careful not to confuse this with the conjunctive form de of 
the copula da, 

1, Alter noun expressing place where an action is performed 
(takes the particle o) 

feiiS SrjftS L i to 

Watashi wa main tc hi gakko de eiga o henkyo shimasu. 

[ study English at school every day. 

to 

Kare wa hey a de terebi o mite imasu. 

He is watching television in his room. 

2. After noun expressing place where an event is or where an 
action occurs 

(takes the particle ga) 

i b i to 

Kanojo no ie de pdtii ga arimasu. 

There will be a party at her house. 

Yane de nanika oio ga suru * 

I hear a sound on ihe roof. 
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3, After noun expressing range for comparison 

Porn wa kurasu de ichiban se ga takai , 

Paul is the tallest in the class, 

4, After noun expressing method or means 

% t to 

Warns hi wa dens ha de shigoto ni ikimasu. 

I go to work by train, 

L,jt D 

Sono nyusu wa kind no shin bun de yomimashita. 

I read the news in yesterday’s newspaper. 

Ht/ (d d y "Ciir v 1 x ^ tz v ■* □ 

Namae wa inku de kaite kudasai. 

Please write your name in ink. 

5, After noun expressing materia! or ingredients 

Sake wa kome de tsukurareru. 

Sake is made from rice. 

6, After noun expressing reason or cause 

Sato-san wa haze de yasunde imasu. 

Mr. Sato is absent with a cold. 
mizo&XZAs&tfAsr-tzi ft *9 t L fZo 
Kano jo no otosan wa gan de nakuna rimashita. 
Her father died of cancer. 

i < t Ltz Q 

Anata no okage de uniaku ikimashita. 

It went smoothly thanks to you. 

7, After noun expressing how 1 an action is performed 
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Shinkansen wajisoku ni hyakkiro ijo no supiido de hashiru. 
The shinkansen runs at speeds of more than 2DO kilometers per 
hour, 

8. After noun expressing time taken to finish an action 

±t* 

ichi jikan de kaerimasu. 

Til be home in an hour, 

9. After noun expressing point in time when something termi¬ 
nates 

i to 

Yasumi wa mu de owarimasu* 

The vacation w ill be over tomorrow, 

10. After noun expressing price 

^OB#8H±5 L fz 0 

Kona tokei wagosen en de kaimashita, 

I bought this watch for five thousand yen, 

11. After noun expressing age 

%\±25ztT*1&l&Ltz'*'o 

Watashi wa ni jit go sai de kekkan shitm. 

I want to marry at the age of twenty five. 

12. After noun expressing quantity 

(i4®T~20QH Li L tz 0 

Kano tomato wa yon ko de ni hyaku en shimashita. 

These tomatoes cost two hundred yen for four. 

-* See also desu, dewa (1), kara , ni 


dearu 

predicative phrase used in written or formal language instead of 
daJdesu to explicitly affirm the preceding statement 
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1. Alter (adjectival) noun 

# (± ufci&UiiT C~> Mi 4"C£> & D 

Kinkakuji wa jti yon seiki ni iaterareta (era de aru. 
Kinkakuji is a temple built in the fourteenth century, 

2, After dictionary form of verb/adjective + no 

z i tn urpgffi sifsiifc 3 %> 0 

Ao mondai wa kaiketsu sareru no de am. 

The problem will be solved in this way, 

feJDlfc© t'iilt ffilE L v > co Tij & 0 

AfcfcfcyoAu nw ju gw tadashii no de ant. 

After all what he says is correct. 

-► See also desu, no desu 


dekiru "C # fa 

VERB meaning: can perform something, can be done, be finished, 
be ready, be made, be bom, become pregnant, be formed, be good 
(at), come into existence 

1, After (object) noun + ga 

tHto J 

“Kuruma no an ten ga dekimasu ka." 41 Hai , dekimasu." 

“Can you drive a car?” “Yes, I can.” 

< 12 # i-r 0 

Maffru tvw /uViongo gw ynfcw rfefcwMWW, 

Mike is very good at Japanese, 

2. Used as intransitive verb 

iVhgwro gw . 

The work is finished. 
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Shokuji no yoi ga dekimashita . 

Preparation for dinner is finished. (Dinner is ready,) 

i ^ 0 

Miso wa daizu kara dekimasu. 

Mi&o is made from soybeans, 

Kano jo ni kodomo ga dekita 

A child was bom to her, (or She is going to have a baby.) 
SR Htf t- Sf L v * t :))/&X &fz 0 
Ekimae ni atarashii biru ga dekltu. 

A new building has been built in front of the station. 

ftffl S tz<n-Ltto 

Kyuyd ga dekita node shits urei shimasu. 

Some urgent business has come up so 1 have to leave. 

Omoshiroi kurahu ga dekimashita. 

A unique club was set up, 

-* See also ga, koto ga dekiru 


demo X fc 

particle or conjunction MEANING: but, or something, even, in spite 
of, any ... 

1. At the beginning of sentence 

Demo mo ososugiru yo. 

But it's too late now, 

2. After interrogative word 
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Dart demo sonna koto wa shitte imasu . 

Anybody knows such things. (Anybody knows that,) 

Tabemono wa nan demo tabemasu. 

1 eat any (kind of) food, 
i/'Ot fe ito C -5 Tto 
/few dema de^w + 

Any time will be fine. 

it, 

Doko dftmo i/tfgctfo ni ikimasu, 

I will go anywhere to work. 

Do Jema w deju. 

Any way is all right, (1 don’t care.) 

3, After (adjectival) noun 

iftjfrw demo nomitai na. 

rd (ike to drink coffee or something. 

^ATt-tcoai^SrJptiv^Ai^SI'o 

Ofowa demo so no kanji o shiranai hito ga imasu. 

There are even some grown-ups who don’t know that kanji 

m£umux*i>W}% i t, 

/ff/re wa nichiydbi demo haiarakimasu. 

He works even on Sundays. 

A me demo shuppatsu shimasu* 

I’m going to leave even if it is rainy. 

4, After specific particle 

J&'S&fcbV UzblJLl^Mx. ii~o 
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Tokyo kara demo fuji-san ga miemasu. 

Even from Tokyo Mt. Fuji can be seen. 

See also dtittv, ikura ■. . temo/demo 

desho t'L J: 9 

auxiliary verb meaning: will (be), shall (be), would (be), probably 

1. After noun 

Ann hito ga howaito-san desho. 

That man is probably Mr.White, 

HzZte&tWT L x io 

Tokyo wa am ame desho. 

\t may be rainy in Tokyo tomorrow, 

2. After dictionary form of verb/adjective 

t-etljlf &"CL X 0 o 
Porn wa go ji made ni kaeru desho. 

Paul will be probably be back by five, 

td 1 L X t L i: % (with rising intonation) 

An ala mo is shorn iku desho 
You will go together, won’t you? 

tT fc |flV>T"L i; A o (with rising intonation) 
Kanojo wa tote mo kirei desho . 

She is very beautiful, isn’t she? 

3. After mai-form of verb/adjective 

H t X ■?* 

Sana shigoto wa day obi made ni dekinai desho . 

The work will probably not be completed by Saturday, 
y See al so desu 
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desu 'Ci - 

poljte auxiliary verb (similar to “be"' in English) indicating: 
someone or something equals something else; someone or some¬ 
thing is in some state or condition; someone or something has 
some quality; someone or something is in some place or position; 
something is at some time 


1. After (adjectival) noun 

Watashi no namae wa sato kenji desu. 

My name is Kenji Sato. 

§ 0 L tZn 

Kind pom to maiku go kesseki de shite. 

Paul and Mike were absent yesterday. 

t x 6 m&xt. 

Watashi wa sono ketiei ni wa tote mo manzoku desu. 

1 am very much satisfied with the conclusion. 

Ani wa ima kydto desu . 

My older brother is in Kyoto now. 

[?>•$— jriiv\ -ed-c-fo j 

u Konsdto wa tsugi no nichiyobi desu ka /’ “Hai, so desu." 
“Is the concert next Sunday?” “Yes, it is/’ 

i&A, o 

wa dewa 

He is not Japanese. 

2. After dictionary form of adj ecti ve 

(desu at the end of the sentence makes it polite) 

x i-fif 6 Lv^i- 0 

ATare faw/a c wa totemo subarashii desu. 
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The pic lures he drew are very wonderful. 
■* See also arimasen , de aru, desho T no desu 


dewa "Cli(J) 

double particle (made up of de and wa) meaning: in, at, as for, 
judging from, by 

Used in the same manner as de, the addition of wa serves to 
stress the preceding word. 


1. After noun 

¥ * to 

Tokyo dewa hukka ga takamgimasu. 

In Tokyo prices are too high. 

Sugaku dewa kare wa hoka no kurasumeto yori mo yushu 
desu . 

In mathematics he is superior to all his classmates. 

%Lcot£$lX^±Z 

Watashi no iken dewa kochtra no ho ga it to omotmasu. 

In my opinion, I think this is better, 

Anoyosu dewa kare wa kiso mo nai. 

Judging from the looks of things, it doesn’t seem he’ll come, 

<n b$ It"? (i 1 u? 1 555 - Vto 

Watashi no tokei dewa ichiji ju go fun desu. 

It is one fifteen by my watch. 

See also arimasen r de, ja 
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dew a Tfifl) 

conjunction meaning: well, then, so, well then, if so 

1 * At the beginning of sentence 

Dewa kore de shitsurei shimasu. 

Well, I must be leaving now. 

^ L tzA,X*tt'o 
Dewa naze so shita n desu ka. 

Then, why did you do it? 

Dewa mo akiramemasu. 

If so, l give up. 


do if 1 

INTERROGATIVE ADVERB MEANING’ how, what, how r about 

1. Followed by verb + no/n 

(may be replaced with the phrase do yatte or dona yd ni shite) 

Sore wa do sum n desu ka. 

How shall 3 do it? 

< AsTtti'o 

Eki made do tku n desu ka. 

How can l go to the station? 

2. Followed by desu 

(may be replaced by the more polite word ikaga) 
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Kyo wa kihun wa do desit ka. 

How arc you feeling today? 

Kohii demo ippai do desu ha. 

How about a cup of coffee (or something)? 

t!i T L fzfro 

Kyoto ryoko wa do deshita ka. 

How' did you like your trip to Kyoto? 

1*1 Ttfro 

Sore o yatte mitara do desu ka . 

How would it be if you try it? (Why don't you try it?) 
3, Used with the verb ornou 

Kano e o do omoimasu ka. 

What do you think of this picture? 

-* See also do shite 


doko if Cl 

interrogative word meaning: where, what 
I * Followed by desu 

nwwttet-e+jK J j 

"Yubinkyoku wa doko desu ka. “Ano ginko no mitko desu” 
“Where is the post office?” “It's on the other side of that bank. 1 ’ 

J r^ir-to J 

“Tanaka-san wa ima doko desu ka" “Gakko desu" 

“Where is Mr. Tan aka now?” “ He is at school.” 

2. Followed by locational particle 

ffi# ii fz . tcft ^ 
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Kano jo wa doko ni sunde iru n desu ka. 

Where is she living? 

“Yasutni ni wa doko e iku n desu ka'' “Doko ni mo ikimasen." 
t4 Where are you going for the vacation?"’ “I won"! go any¬ 
where? 1 

Doko de au n desu ka. 

Where shall we meet? 

l tifpo 

Kano jo wa doko kora kimashiia ka. 

Where did she come from? (Where is she from?) 

3. Followed by possessive particle no 

Doko no holen( ni tomaru n desu ka. 

Al what hotel tire you staying? 

4. Followed by subject marker ga 
-t if £ t 1 /vtt^o 
Sore no doko ga warm n desu ka. 

What’s wrong with it? 

-+ See also don\ itsu , ka, narti 


dokoro de(wa) nai i? ^ h "Cfii) & V> 

phrase meaning: be out of the question, be more than . . . , this is 
not an occasion for 

I. After dictionary form of verb/adjective 
Ryoko ni iku dokoro dewa nai. 
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Going on a trip is out of the question, 

Un ga ii dokoro dewa arimasen Kiseki desu. 
It is more than good luck. It is a miracle, 

Jodan o itte iru dokoro de nai ♦ 

This is not an occasion for joking* 


dokoro ka t! Z. h 

phrase meaning; far from, to say nothing of, not to speak of, much 
more, (not) . . . much less, not only . , . but * . . , not , . .on the 
contrary 

1. After (adjectival) noun 

(the pattern . .. dokoro ka . *. mo emphasizes the second item in 
comparison with the First) 

B ^S§ tC 6fip* S to 

Kare wa nihongo dokoro ka chugokugo mo hanasemasu. 

He can speak not only Japanese but Chinese as well. 

Niku dokoro ka sakana mo tahemasen. 

I don’t even eat fish much less meat. 

k d 7 m - 6 

Doitsugo dokoro ka eigo mo watashi ni wa muzukashii. 

English is difficult for me, to say nothing of German. 

Amu dokoro ka yuki ni nari so desu. 

Rain—it looks more like snow. 

2. After dictionary form of verb/adjective 
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K'Ci wamu dokoro ka okotte shimatta. 

Far from laughing, he got totally angry. 

Kare wa kashikoi dokoro ka tensai da. 

He is not only clever but a genius. 

3. After /ia/-form of verb 

Kare wa tetsudawanai dokoro ka monku o itte iru , 
Not only does he not help, but he complains. 


domo t! 9 4 

informal word MEANING: hello, good-bye, thank you, sorry, very 
(much), somehow, just 

1, Used in greetings 

0£> 0 J Oab, f •? J 

“Ya. “ "Ya. domo ” 

“Hi.” “Hi, how are you?” (Glad to see you.) 

rcti-r-^LLito j re-5 ^ j 

“Kare de shit sum shimasu 41 Domo” 

‘Tin leaving now,” “Good-bye,” 

2 + Used to express thanks 

jr-tu±. fc. J 

“O-saki ni dozoX "Kare wa domoX 
“Please go ahead ” (After you.) “Oh, thanks,” 

3. Used to express apology 

n*v> 0 jr&, sn j 

“Hair “A, domo. Daijnbu desu ka." 
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“Ouch.” “Oh, sorry. Are you all right?” 
{sumimasen [I’m sorry] is dropped after domo) 

4. Used as adverb 

Oku ret e domo sumimasen. 

I’m very sorry to be late. 

r& wt'i rsvii- 0 

Go-shinsetsu domo arigato gozciimasu. 

Thank yon very much for your kindness. 

5 , Used with negative 

& fzcowi fafr Q 1 ^b 

Anuta no in koto ga domo wakarimaSen. 

I just can’t understand what you say. 

Domo ano hito wa ki ni iranai. 

Somehow i don’t like that man. 

-+ See also doshitemo 


dono kurai < £> t' 

interrogative phrase meaning: how many, how much, how long, 
how far, how tall, how often 

L Before noun 

< h £ ## t L tz fro 
Do no karat kitte o atsumemashita ka . 

How many stamps have you collected? 

2. Used as adverb 

Koko kara eki made do no karat kakarimasu ka. 
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How long docs it take from here to the station? 

<E(± fcV) < h 9 i f 
Kitruma wa dono kurai kakarimasu ka ♦ 

How much does a car cost?/How long does it take by car? 
* See also kurai 


dore ifiT 

INTERROGATIVE PRONOUN MEANING T which 

The polite form is dochira, which also means “who” or 
“where." Dare becomes dono before a noun it modifies. It 
becomes doko when expressing “where " 

L Used as subject 

Kano uchi dore ga ichiban yasui desu ka. 

Which is the cheapest of them? 

2. Used as object 

id it v > t (i L 4 ; f- § T"t 
Dare ga ichiban suki de.su ka. 

Which do you like best? 

C <D 3 o <D ? h idtlZMWt-f 
Kano mittsu no uchi dore a erabimasu ka. 

Which do you choose of these three? 

3. Before noun 
(changes Lq dono ) 

Dono hon ga omashirot desu ka ♦ 

W'hich book is interesting? 
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4. Used with specific particle 
(dore + ka: any) 

Kono uchi dore ka chodai dekimasu ka. 

Can you spare me any of these? 

(dore + demo: whichever, anything) 
t it T t V * v I £ O * fe ii IFT 2 V ^ 

Any one is fine, so please pick the one you like. 

(dore + mo: all, any) 

JCtf/w fro/? vradtfrtf tff c> m hyj m hz ukash is ug iru. 

Any of these books is too difficult for a child, 

-> See also doko 

doshite if V L T 

interrogative adverb meaning: why, in what way, how 

1, Asking a reason 

tv LTiftfcAtti'o 

Doshite okureta n desu ka . 

Why were you late? 

2. Asking a method 
ZCD^ittv LTf< ^Ti■^ 

Kono ji wa doshite kaku n desu ka. 

How do you write this character? 

-► See also do, naze 


doshite — dozo * 51 


doshilemo if *) UTfc 

adverb meaning: no matter what, (not) , * , by any means, at any 
cost, can’t help (doing something), simply (not) 

1, Used with affirmative 

if*) L 

Doshitemo sore ga hitsuyo desu. 

I need it at any cosh 

Doshitemo kanojo no koto o kangaete shimaimasu. 

I can't help thinking of her 

2. Used with negative 

if*) 

Doshitemo sore o oboe rare masen. 

I just can’t memorize it. 

if*) LTfeff » ft <*9 

Doshitemo ikiiaku arimasen. 

1 simply don’t want to go. 

if *) LXbmQtX 9 

Doshitemo ashita made ni oenakereba narimasen r 
1 must finish it by tomorrow no matter what. 

See also domo 


dozo if *) 'tf 

adverb meaning: please, certainly, sure, here it is 


L Used in imperative sentence 


Copyrighted Material 


52 * GRAMMATICAL FUNCTION WORDS 

Dazo su watte kudasai . 

Please sit down. 

Kochira e dazo , 

This way, please, 

2. Used in reply to a request 

[WGmtlx<*.*■£A,fr 0 JR±v\ t^-Pc j 

“Denwa o Aasfa'te kuremasen ka ” “Hat, dazo" 

4 ‘Can 1 use your telephone?” "Yes, certainly.” 

F*> X o J [ti -Fo j 

“Chollo pen o kashite kuremasen ka” ^DozoT 

"Would you lend me your pen lor a while?” "Sure.” (Here it 

is.) 


e 'X 

particle indicating: a destination or direction 
1, After noun 

h J; t V d U ^ X @ £ i~ o 

Chono toire e iile kimasu. 

f'm going to the rest room for a moment. 

<>/;:!:#* n z-tfr a j n*x, * ij j 

"Kyoto e itta koto ga arimasu ka“fe r arimasen." 

"Have you been to Kyoto?” "No, 1 haven't.” 

t-fo 

Kado o migi e magaru to has ate l ga arimasu. 

If you turn to the right at the corner, you'll find a bus stop. 
See also made, ni 
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ga 16 s (1) 

particle indicating: the subject or object for specific verb or 
adjective 

If the subject is contrasted with other things, or if only partial 
information about the subject is given, wa replaces ga. 

1. After subject just introdueed/recognized 

uOAmsAtt. #j±rtttw*i£-e-r 0 

Kona hitoga suzuki-san desu. Kare wa kdko no sensei desu. 
This is Mr. Suzuki. He is a high school teacher. 
tiz 1 tc if v '} y 7, 7 y Vfrh b i to 

Shingo no muko ni gasorin sutando ga arimasu . 

There’s a gas station on the other side of the traffic signal. 
t X & Lit Q 
Tote mo oishii nioi ga shimasu. 

It smells very delicious. 

2. After stressed subject 

Watashi ga sore & shimasu. 

I ll do it. ( Let me do it J I should do it) 

3. After interrogative 

Saul ga sonna ni omoshiroi no desu ka. 

What is so funny? 

4. After subject in a relative clause 

7 it 

Wa (as hi ga katta kamera wa nihon sei desu. 

The camera I bought is Japanese-made. 

5. After subject in a subordinate clause 
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Yoke ga kitara oshiete kudos ai. 

When Yoko comes, please tell me. 

A me ga fur eba iku no o yamemasu . 

If it rains, Pll give up going. 

6. After object of verb/adjective expressing possession, exist¬ 
ence, ability, necessity, desire, emotion, or sensation 

^ A,* *) i-£A, a 

Ima o-kane ga zenzen a rim a sen. 

I have no money now. 

Nihongo ga dekimasu ka. 

Can you speak Japanese? 

Motto jiyu jikan ga hoshii. 

I want much more tree time. 

Homo no koto ga shiritai. 

I want to know the truth. 

I -ct* 

Nihon no tabemono no naka dew a sushi ga ichihan suki desu , 
Of Japanese foods I like sushi best. 

-> See also hoshii, no, wa 


ga ip (2) 

conjunction meaning: but, and 
i. Between two contrastive or opposing clauses 
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t9t ^^o 

Watashi wa o-sake wa nomimasu ga tabaka wa suimmen . 
I drink alcohol but don't smoke cigarettes. 

t tz®XLtz a 

Ganbarimashita ga dame deshita, 

I tried hard but I failed, 

2. To simply connect two clauses 

Tanaka to moshimasu ga , shacho ni a-ai dekimasu ka. 

My name is Tanaka. Would it be possible to see the boss? 

L tiffin tX fc£'fc. LhirofzXt lo 
Sono eiga o mimashita ga tote mo omoshirokatta desu yo . 

] saw that movie, and it was very interesting. 

3. At the end of sentence 

(states condition and leaves conclusion to the hearer) 

<^tX ... 

Ima totemo isogashii n desu ga . . . 

I'm very busy now , „ , (so T can’t help you), 

-*■ See also daga. dakeda, keredo(mo), nagata r no ni 


garu ifb 

suffix verb (added to the stem of certain adjectives to give a more 
subjective feeling, or to tai-form of verb) meaning: (someone) 
wants/feels (something) 

Garu usually takes a 3rd person subject in the progressive form 
when the subject is specific. 

I. After the stem of adjective expressing emotion 
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-t 0 

Kare wa motto ii kuruma o hoshigatte imasu. 

He wants a better car. 

(the panicle ga cannot he used after the direct object with guru) 

Kodomo wa sugu obake no hanashi o kowagaru. 

Children are easily scared by ghost stories, 

2. After the stem of adjective expressing sensation 

$>C0l> t < JSi* o X Vi i ~f Q 

Ano kega nin wa hidoku itugatte imasu. 

That injured person looks to be in terrible pain. 

Kare wa soto de totemo samugatte imasu. 

He is very sensitive to cold outside. 

3. After conjunctive form of verb + ta 
(tai + garu becomes tagaru) 

Kanojo wa ydrop pa ni ikitagatte imasu. 

She is eager to visit Europe, 

4* 9 “ 0 Af±3fc 4 itipb 0 

Gita no him wa uta o utaitagaru. 

The guitarist w tints to sing a song, 

-* See also tai, hoshii 


-7 

goro o 

suffix (of time) meaning: about, around 


1. After specified point in time 
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goro — hajimgrn i ■ 

fob**? n?>f £ L^ a 

Watas/t/ ft/ Aydrorai/i vva Aeua mi sAfc/r/' goto (ni) oki- 

mashita, 

Caroline and I got up about seven o'clock this morning. 

2, After iuufnan ji 

■eo#ii^or^dh^±7i^) t'fiPo 

Sono hashi wa itsu goto dekiaganmasu ha. 

About when will that bridge be completed? 

MR$r 5 { 4 C)- 1 wl^J u? fro 

Nan ji gora (ni) ukagaimashb ka . 

At about what time shall I call on you? 


gurai C£>v* 
-* See kurai 


hajimeru 

verb meaning: begin, start (doing) 

1. After conjunctive form of verb 

#L»3uili*^a3|cK*»aLfe*i Ufcn 

Watashi no tomodachi wa kyonen nihonga o henkyo 

sh i hajimemas h iia . 

My friend began to study Japanese last year. 

Go gatsu ham piano o naraihajimemasu, 

J will start learning piano from May. 

> Sec also dasu 
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hazu desu (i X* 

phrase meaning: be s apposed/ex pec ted to (da) t be sure to (do), 
ought to (do) 

1 . After dictionary form of verb/adjective 

mt t o * < Ht-f 

/Care wa md fru&u hazu desu. 

He is supposed to arrive here soon. 

Kono kamera wa motto yasui hazu desu. 

This camera ought to be much cheaper. 

2. After fa-form of verb/adjective 

So itta hazu da. 

['m sure I told you that. 

3. After (adjectival) noun 4- na/no 

££{±££*j±-r-e-r 0 

Koko wa anzen-na hazu desu , 

This place ought to be safe. 

"Ct" a 

Kanojo wa byoki no hazu desu. 

Fm sure she is sick. 

3. A fter nai- form of ve rh/adjcct i ve 

Kanojo wa senna koto o shlnai hazu da. 

I don’t expect that she is going to do such a thing. 

See also hazu ga nai 
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hazu ga nai ii T Wtp v 1 

phrase meaning: cannot (do), it is impossible that,.. 

1. After dictionary form of verb/adjective 

Sonna ni o-kane ga mokaru hazu ga nai. 

It is impossible that one would make so much money. 

2. After ta-form of verb/adjective 

Ka re ga misu o shit a hazu ga nai , 

He cannot have made a mistake, 

3. After nai-form of verb/adjective 

4 fc#C* f i ^*V> a 

Kanojo ga mada kite inai hazu ga nai. 

It is improbable that she has not arrived yet. (She should have 
already arrived,) 

4. After adjectival noun + nafno 

Kare no hanashi ga uso no hazu ga nai . 

His story cannot be false, 

-* See also hazu desu 


ho (i 9 

noun indicating: one of two sides being compared with the other 
It is always followed by the particle ga. 
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1 * After the demonstrative adjectives kono> sono, ano 

z<Djj&mmr 0 

Kono ho ga benri desu . 

This is more useful 

2. After noun + no 

itmEoh'tf cu^To 

Kinydbi no ho ga isogashii desu . 

I am busier on Friday (than on other days of the week)* 

/O i S"Ci" 0 

Pan yorigohan no ho ga suki desu, 

I like rice better than bread. 

{yori often indicates the other side of a comparison) 

3. After dictionary form of verb/adjective 

Basu de iku ho ga benri desho. 

It will be more convenient to go by bus. 

lede yasumu ho ga it. 

I would rather take a rest at home. 
ii J ^ a fi u 1 7j bHfM T* i~ i: 0 
/Camera wa karui hd ga benri desu yo. 

A lighter camera is handier. 

4. After nai-fom of verb 

ltf 0 

Sonna eiga wa minai ho ga mas hi desu. 

It is better for me not to see such a movie. 

(mashi da/desu is often used with hd) 

5 . After ta-form of verb 

^V*Tfr o fzX+t 

Aruite itta ho ga hayakatta desu ne. 
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It would have been faster to go on foot 
See also ho ga ii, yon 


hodo (3 fc* 

particle meamjng: about, or so, (not) as ... as ... T to the extent of T 
enough to (do), the more .,, the more . . . 

1. After noun expressing length/quantity 

-&WRl±ZZfrt> 1 #nHifT+o 

Kyoto eki wa koko kam ichi kiro hodo dem. 

Kyoto Station is about one kilometer from here. 

io esw 

J up pun hodo koko de matte kudasai. 

Please wait here ten minutes or so. 

O a - fc - £ l * n (i £ < £3 
Sono kdhii o ichi kiro hodo kudasai 
I'll take about one kilogram of that coffee. 

2. After noun, followed by a negative 

Ft rtf?* l < * i} s ^ a,o 

Eigo wa nihongo hodo muzukashiku arimasen > 

English is not as difficult as Japanese. 

Jikan hodo kicho-na motto wa naL 
There is nothing as precious as time, 

3. After dictionary form of verb/adjective 

I & ti Fis&tftz i D i L*o 

Kaigai ryoko ga dekiru hodo o-kane ga tamarimashita. 

1 saved enough money to be able to travel abroad. 

C <t> ^**-T-flt-“C ijWt #>£ (3 £r * 5 
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Kono hon wa kodomo demo yomeru hodo y as as hit desu . 
This book is so easy that even a child can read it. 

Kare to wa hanasu hodo suki ni naru ♦ 

The more I talk with him, the more 1 like him. 

4. After ta-form of verb 

tzli < I 

Kono chitka no kuruma wa omotta hodo takaku wa nakatta. 
This used car was not as expensive as I had expected. 

5> After naj-form of verb 

m± t> i # if * v Mi tmti tLtza 

Watashi wa mo amkenai hodo tsukaremashita, 

1 am so tired that 1 can t walk any more. 

-*■ See also ba ,, * hodo. bakari, karat 


ho ga ii 

PHRASE (expressing a suggestion or advice) meaning: it would be 
better to (do), you had better (do) 

When speaking to a person of higher status or in an indirect 
manner, it is better to add to omoimasu (I think) to the end of the 
phrase, 

]. After dictionary form of verb 

(more direct than when following fa-form) 

Kanojo ni ayamaru ho ga ii. 

It is better to apologize to her. 

2. After ia -form of verb 
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Kyo wa kasa o matte itia ho ga ii. 

You had better take along an umbrella today, 
fe i k&'t'i to 

Mo yameta ho ga ii to omoimasu. 

I think it would be better for you to give it up, 

3. After nai-foim of verb 

Soko e wa ikanai ho ga ii desu yo. 

It really would be better for you not to go there. 
-+ See also ho 


iioka teri* 

noun whose meaning is determined by the particle which 
follows 

Followed by another, (the) other{sh some other, else 
Followed by de\ somewhere/anywhere else 
Followed by nv. some/any other, else 

Preceded by no and followed by ni/wa: apart from, besides, in 
addition to, as well as, except (for), but 

1. Followed by no, before noun it modifies 

Hoka no hi ga ii desu. 

Some other day is better, 

1“ 0 

Hoka no hito ni tanomimasu. 

I’ll ask somebody else for it, 

2. After noun + no. followed by ni/wa 


Copyrighted Material 


64 ■ GRAMMATICAL FUNCTION WORDS 

Kanojo no hoka ni shiriai wa imasen. 

! have no acquaintances besides her. 

tf- JV < 0 (i t v* *) t 

ffc'fru rto hoka wa mmi mo zr/m/rsrvr 
I don't need any thing other than beer. 

3, Used as noun, followed by no 

< ZfSv\, 

Hoka no o misete kudasaL 
Please show me another. 

4. Used as adverb, followed by nifde 

ito 

de motto yasui no ga te ni hairimosu. 

You can get a cheaper one somewhere else. 

mHzfitimii 

Hoka ni dare ga iku no desu ka. 

Who else is going? 

-> See also igai 

hoka nai 

phrase meaning: can do nothing but (do) T cannot help (doing) 
something 

I, Alter dictionary form of verb 
£>§ 0 t^Asa 

Akirameru hoka arimasen 
1 can do nothing but give up. 
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hoshii ££ UV V 

adjective meaning: want, want (someone) to, would like (some¬ 
one) to 


The subject is usually the 1st person in declarative sentences, 
and the 2nd person in questions. However, when hoshii is fol¬ 
lowed by garu, the 3rd person subject must be used. 

1. After object noun + ga 

fel ±tXi> yi)Hl L^-Cto 

Watashi wa tote mo hideo kamera ga hoshii desu. 

1 want a video camera very much. 

Sant ga hoshii no desu ka. 

What do you want? 

2, After re-form of verb 

Chat to tetsudatte hoshii no desu ga. 

I want you lo help me for a while, 

m&B f > h fczi y “iiutti Lv^T 

■fo 

Tanjobi purezento ni konpyuta o katte hoshii no desu . 

I want you to buy me a computer as a birthday present. 

-* See also ga (l) t gam, morau 


hotondo 

adverb meaning: almost, hardly, scarcely, little, few 
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1. Iii affirmative sentence 

IkA,£#toi) t Ltzo 
Shigoto wa hotondo owarimashita* 

The work is almost finished, 

2. In negative sentence 

^*11H t A, if 0*18 ittSk L i 

wa hotondo nihongo o henkyd shimasen deshita . 
1 have hardly studied Japanese this week. 

(4 t /v £7i*i t -en *M V' i “It/v 

Hotondo dare mo sore o kalmasen. 

Hardly anybody buys it. 

> See also menu ni , amari 


igai J£W 

noun meaning: except (for), but, besides, in addition to, apart 
from, (those) other than 

It is often followed by the particle ni or wa. 

1 . After noun 

/Mi a wi±# a 

Suiyobi igai wa mainichi hataraite imastt. 

I work every day except Wednesday. 

ifBJWiat *)«£«***/,. 

Shinbun igai wa a mart nani mo yomimasen. 

Other than the newspaper 1 read almost nothing. 

fete** 0^X 0 

Watoj/ii HYz&naftf r#iif m nihonjin no yit jin ga unasen* 
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1 have no Japanese friends apart from you. 

2. After dictionary form of verb 

mf 

Nigem igai ni hoho ga nai. 

There is no other wav except to run away, 

3. After reported statement ending with to in koto 

c t -1 mi i±w t in 

Watashi wa kare ga sensei da to iu koto igai wa riant mo 
shirimasen* 

1 know r nothing except that he is a teacher, 

-► See also hoka 


igo 

noun (used of time) meaning: after, since, from (now) on 

1. After noun expressing time 
(usually followed by a particle) 

u m m t * < t* ? w 

Gogo shichiji igo ni derm a shite kudasai. 

Please call me after 7 p.m. 

>x<d a w b mm±u k v ^ i t e 

Tsugi no getsuyohi tgo wa Osaka ni imasu. 

I'll be in Osaka from next Monday on, 

2, Used as adverb 

< fzZ^o 

Igo ki o tsukeie kudasai , 

Please be more careful from now on. 

-* See also iko, irai, kara 
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ijo 1-LL 

noun meaning: more than, over, mentioned above, {not) any 
longer, (no) more, once .... now that.... since, as long as 


1. After noun expressing length/quantity/priee 

-e?j< < d tri0 if D 

Soko made iku no ni ichi jikan ijo kakarimasu. 

It will take more than one hour to get there. 
z<D b >v j - h t) t to 

Kona tonne ru wa ni kirometoru ijo arimasu. 

This tunnel is more than two kilometers long. 

2. Followed by no + noun 

0 i L tz 0 

Ijd no riyu de kore wa chushi ni narimashita. 

This was cancelled for the reasons mentioned above. 

Jahassai ijo no htto shika hairemasen. 

Only people who are eighteen and over are allowed to enter. 

3. After the demonstrative pronouns kore, no re, are 

Z X CL XWX i -tirAo 

Kore ijd koko de matemasen, 

I canT wait here any longer. 

Jttilll-llMMXto 

Sore ijd wa muri desu . 

Any more than that is impossible. 

4. At the end of a clause 

-til **) t-tk.o 
Sore o yarn to kimeta ijd dory oka shinakereba narimasen. 
Now that you've decided to do it, you must work hard. 
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(kcira niwa can replace ijo) 

fzi:X±jt)& Lido 

Koko made yatta ijo kansei shiyo, 

As long as we 5 ve come this Jar, let’s complete it. 


ichiban 

adverb indicating: the superlative degree of an adjective/adverb 

It is originally a noun meaning "‘the first,” “number one T " or 
“the first place.” 

L Before adjective/(adjectival) noun/adverb 

Dono kamera gci ichiban yasui desu ka. 

Which camera is the cheapest? 

r *>[£a, c ± i rt;0£is l, 1 1 j 0 < 

fX'to J 

“Dare gaichiban jozu ni nihongo o hanashimasu ka**Maiku 

desu" 

“Who speaks Japanese the best?" “Mike does." 

2. Used with predicate of emotion 

mt tf- -?to 

Watashi wa hiiru ga ichiban suki desu * 

I like beer best 

Watashi wa ima ichiban igirisu e ikitai. 

J want to go to England most now, 
y See also mottomo 
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ikenai 

ADJECTIVE meaning: must not, have to, ought to, in case . . . , bad, 
wrong 

1. After it'-form of verb + wa 

Z Z-efclf^SrRoTttV'IrtS^c 
Koko de tabaka o suite wa ikemasen. 

You must not smoke here. 

*i lo 

A mart o-sake a nonde wa ikenai yea 
You mustn't drink too much. 

2. After the stem of nai-form of verb + nakereba 

& A J 

Mo ikanakereba ikemasen, 

I have to go now. 

(ikemasen may be replaced by narimasen) 

3. After dictionary form of verb + to, followed by kara 

t Wt*^ h &£?#o Xfto tz ti 

f c? 

Ante gafuru to ikenai kara kasa o matte itta ho ga ii desu yo. 
It s better to take an umbrella with you because it’ll be bad if it 
rains. (You had better take an umbrella in case it rains.) 

4. Used as adjective 

Sore no doko ga ikenai no desu ka t 
What's wrong with it? 

> See also naranm 
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iko £h ffi- 

noun meaning: from . * . on, after 

I. After noun expressing point in time, followed by panicle 

Raish fi iko wa totemo isogashii desit. 
ril be very busy from next week on, 

j Kanban ku ji iko ni denwa shite kudasa'o 
Please call me after nine tonight. 

► See also igo, irai, kara 


ikura .. * temo/dcmo ^ { h ... X 4 /X i> 

PHRASE meaning; no matter how (much/hard), at the P . . est, 
even .., 

]. Used with the stem of fe-form of verb 

V>< fotU < 

Ikura ganbattenw yoku naranai. 

No matter how hard I try, it doesn’t go well. 

2. Used with ku -form of adjective 

w bM< n>smtxizm^tz^o 

Ikura osokutemo go ji made ni tsukitai. 
i want to arrive there by five at the latest. 

3. Used with noun 
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Ikura tensai demo sono mandat wa tokened. 
Even a genius cannot solve that problem. 
See also demo, term 


inat !::J.| A J 

noun meaning: within, less than, not more than 

1. After noun expressing length/quantify/price 
(followed by ni) 

io fr&faizmt) tr. 

Jup pun inai ni modorimmu. 

HI be back within ten minutes. 

(followed by da/desu) 

Ryoko no hiyo wa go man en inai desu. 

The expense for the trip will be less than fifty thousand yen. 
(followed by no) 

Kti C 

Eki wa koko kara aruite ni juppun inai no tokow desu , 

The station is within twenty minutes' walk from here. 


irai 

conjunction meaning: since 

1 After noun expressing a past point in time 
9tH V*£-fr^ a 

Sengetsu irai ante ga June imasen. 

It has not rained since last month. 
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2, After re-form of verb 

*5#^4 1] ifo 

Hfato/i/ vt r t/ Ay&fAt rtf «£tfe ww go nen ni narimasu. 
It is five years since I became a teacher, 

> See also igo, iko, kara 


iru 1/ 11 h 

verb meaning: be, there be, exist, stay , have, be . . . ing, have 
(done), be (done), have been , *, ing 

1, Used for animate subject 

Am wa ima Osaka ni imasu. 

My older sister is now staying (or living) in Osaka. 

Kono ddbutsuen ni wa mezurashii dobutsu ga imasu. 

There are unique animals in this zoo. 

2, Used for animate object + ga 

Watashi wa kyodai ga san nin imasu. 

I have three brothers. 

3, After te-form of verb 

Watashi wa imayujin o matte imasu. 

I am wailing for a friend of mine now. 

Kuruma no made ga aide imasu yo. 

Your car window is open, 

ft M £ a a, m > i t o 
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Wat as hi wa eiji shinbun oyonde imasu 
1 am reading an English language newspaper. 

(or 1 read an English language newspaper, [habitual action]) 

Sarto rnise wa mo $ hi matte imasu. 

That store is closed already. 

Kino kara zutto ame ga futte imasu . 

It has been raining since yesterday. 

Nani o subekt ka hangaetemasu. 

1 am thinking what to do. 

(informal spoken language often uses the abbreviated ru/masu 
instead of irufimasu after te-form of verbs when expressing a 
continuing action or state) 

txkmnx&frtz^tz* 

Anata wa tote mo tsukareteru mitai da . 

You look very tired. 

r j ! k^i^tA Ja j 

"Kona kotoba o shitte imasu ka," '"lie, shirimasen” 

“Do you know this word?” “No, 1 don’t know it. 

(English verbs expressing a condition or state are usually 
translated into the progressive form in Japanese. However, the 
negative of shitte iru [shitterul is the non-progressive form 
shiranai.) 

-> See also aru, oru , masu, temasu 


isshorti V' 1 o L X IZ 

adverb meaning: with (someone), together, at the same time 
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1. After noun + to 

J ['SiifcT* 

-r. J 

“Dare to isshoni soko e itta no desu kaG “Tomodachi to desuG 
“Who did you go there with?" “With a friend," 

2, Used as adverb 

Ima kora isshoni shokuji o shimasen ka. 

Shall we have dinner together now? 

Uj 4^ ^ A, fcWEH^AA^o L J: ^ i L tz a 

Yamammo'San to yamada-san go isshoni tsukitnashita. 

Mr, Yamamoto and Mr, Yamada arrived at the same time. 

-* See also to 


itadaku 

respectful verb meaning' be given, get, receive, eat, have (some¬ 
thing) done 

It is used to express respect to the giver. 

1. As sel phrase said before meals 

v'fcffjit o 

Itadakimasu. 

(Lit.) I’ll be given food. 

2. After object noun + o 

L £ 0 

Gakko no sensei kara tegarni o itadakimashita. 

I got a letter from a teacher at my school. 
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Kore o itudakttai no desu ga. 

I’d like to have this. 

3, Alter te-form of verb 

L $ t to 

So s/i/te ftada&fmaftJ , 

[’ll have you do so. (I hope you'll kindly do so.) 

hx^t 

Chotto kore o matte itadakitai no desu ga< 

I'd like you to hold this for a while. 

^ Mt v »tz iz \f f -ffr* 

Kona genko o mite itadakemasu ka . 

Would you look through this manuscript (forme)? 

IRtcff <'£%tkitX^fztztfiH:A;fra 

Sumimasen ga, eki ni iku michi o oshiete itadakemasen ka. 
Excuse me, but could you tell me the way to the station? 

-> See also morau 


itsu 

interrogative w r oRD meaning: when, what time 

1. Used in a question 

Itsu koko e kita n desu ka. 

When did you come here? 

^-?£2><Dfrtzrfo£ Ifzfro 

Itsu dekint no ka tazunemashitet ka ♦ 

Did you ask when it will be finished? 
(reported speech) 

2, With specific particle in a question 
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(£ W * O b ffiSC & ^ "Cl” ri'o 

/frmo/o wa few A'wrcz *10 dVsf/ foj. 

Since when has she been sick? 

few /nmie mftorc m irw ft tten ka , 

Until when (how long) are you in Japan? 

3, Used in noun clause in a declarative sentence 

i~£>vo 

Itsu hajimaru no ka wakarimasen * 

I don't know when it begins, 

4. Followed by the subject marker ga 

lA^'f/p € 

feu ga yarn shit desu ka. 

When will be convenient for you? 


ja 

informal particle that is a euphonic change of dewa 

]. After (adjectival) noun 

(used for making the negative form of da/desu) 

^4,iVv !_• ^ ^ f) i 'th Aj 0 
Kore wa watashi no kaban ja arimasen. 

This is not my bag, 

(indicates a condition when followed by negative form of a 
potential verb) 

Kono tenki ja dekakerarenal. 

We can’t go out in this weather. 
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Kona kanpyutd ja sore wa dekimasen, 

Tt can’t he done with this computer. 

2. After the stem of ff-form of verb whose dictionary form ends 
with bit, gu, mu, or nu, and followed by ikenai 

Koko de asonja ike mas en , 

You must not play here. 
y See also cha, dew a, ikenai, tewa 


jii 

noun meaning: throughout, within, ail over 

L After noun expressing period of time 

LTV^i L tz Q 

Watashi wa fuyu yasumi ju sukii a shire imashita . 

I was skiing throughout the winter vacation. 

IB tfSrST b'i L t 0 

I chi nichi jii lerehi o mite ana shim, 
l was watching TV ail day long. 

2, After noun expressing period of time, followed by ni 

^S4Uwtt±tfT< 

Km shit jii ni shiagete kudasai. 

Please complete it within this week. 

3, After noun expressing place 

Nihon jii o ryoko shitai to omoimasu. 

[ think I’d like to travel all over Japan. 

-► See also chu ni 
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ka 

particle meaning: (either). .. or..., whether 

It is also used to form questions, extend invitations, or make 
requests, 

1. Between two or more nouns 

Daigaku e wa basu ka chikatetsu de ikemasu. 

You can go to the university by either bus or subway. 

2. After each of two or more verbs in dictionary form 

Daigaku nt iku ka shushoku suru ka ktmenakereba na ranch. 

1 have to decide either to go to university or get a joh. 

< fr&w ts.i; ft < * l 111 ? „ 

m i/ru t/ga o mi m dtu Aa j/tufttu/to. 

Let's either go to an amusement park or go to see a movie. 

3* After noun clause + no 

Nani ga okoiia no ka wakarimasen. 

1 don’t know what happened, 

Kono ji wa da yaite kaku no ka oshiete kudasai. 

Please teach me how to write this character. 

Kore ga ho nmono na no ka doka wukarimasen. 

1 don’t know whether or not this is the real thing. 

(if preceding clause has no question words, doka [or not] may 
be put after ka) 


80 - GRAMMATICAL FUNCTION WORDS 

4. At the end of question in indirect speech 

ffi* U if £ < O kfz 1*fc £ L***, » kik /v T L 

fZu 

Kanojo ni doko e iku no ka tazunemashita ga, kotaemasen 
deshita. 

I asked her where she was going, but she didn't answer. 

5. At the end of sentence 

\ JR±v\ f -itt 0 J 

"Kore wa anuta no kaban dean ka"Hai, so desu." 

"Is this your bag?" "Yes, it is. " 

JRiv\ J 

"Sashimi wa tabemasu ka S ''Hai, tabemasu” 
ll Do yon eat sashimi?” “Yes* I do.” 

fro 

Kate no koto o do omoimasu ka . 

What do you think of him? 

6. After masen 

(to make an invitation) 

L xhzzi y*r- h liffS t-tAsfro 

Isshoni konsato ni ikimasen ka. 

Would you like to go to the concert with me? 

7. After /e-form of verb + kuremasen 
(to rmike a request) 

Jitensha o kashite kuremasen ka. 

Would you please lend me your bicycle? 

8. After interrogative word 

l± iz tifr tt'Z £ t L tz o 

Sensei wa dare ka to doko ka e ikimashita. 

The teacher went somewhere with somebody. 
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M ?H& is <D L ^' T I - 

Atom ka noma mono ga hoshii desu ne, 
1 want something to drink, don't you? 
See also kure.ru, masen 


kagiri ffi 

conjunction meaning; as long as , , , , as Tar as ... is concerned, 
as , . * as possible, unless, not later than, just 

1. After dictionary form of verb/adjective 

Watashi no shiru kagiri kare wa uso o isuita koto ga nai . 

As far as I know he has never told a lie, 

ffiD ffirfr H L * it tU£% b £ l 

Koko ni iru kagiri shizuka ni shinakereba naranai. 

We must keep quiet as long as we stay here, 

2. After /rat-form of verb 

mm b * hh $ T^ii *) ft h a ± +» 

Ame gafuranai kagiri yotei dori okonawaremasu, 

It wail be held as scheduled unless it rains. 

3. After noun expressing time limit 

Fp tr-t. 

Mdshtkomi wa asu kagiri desu. 

Applications must be made no later than tomorrow. 

4. After specific noun + ni 

Konkai ni kagiri batsu wa ataemasen t 
This time only I won't punish you. 

5. After dekint, followed by adverb 
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■cs*K#< tz^t ffi^Sf o 

Ifc&irw tagiri /zqya/ru dekaketat to omoimasu. 
I’d like to leave as soon as possible, 

-* See also dake 


kamoshirenai 

adjective meaning: may, might, possibly 

1, After dictionary form of verb/adjective 

Asu wa yuki gu furu kamoshirenai. 

It may snow tomorrow. 

^ Lti£ 

Kare no iu koto ga tadashii no kamoshiremasen 
Possibly what he says is right. 

2, Alter ta-form of verb/adjective 

tz fe LtLi^A/o 

Sono ho ga yokatta no ka m os hire mas en . 

It might have been better. 

L fltk ^ i 0 

Mo kaefta no kamoshirenai r 

She may have already gone, 

3, After /id/-form of verb 

fifeiL X 

A^re hyj ifojfffli rto AamysAire/rfli. 

He may not go together (with us). 

4 r After (adjectival) noun 

Bm Lft±~£A,o 


kamoshiremu — kana * 83 


Nihongo wa anata ni wakantan kamoskiremasen . 
Japanese language might be easy lor you. 

+ Sec also desho 


kana 

INFORMAL PARTICLE MEANING: [ wonder if, . , 

It can be replaced with kashira (used mostly by women), 

1. Al the end of sentence 

Dens ha ni ma ni au kana. 

I wonder if I will be in time for the train, 

Kanojo mo kurit kana. 

I wonder if she will come, too. 

Kore de ii kana. 

I wonder if this is all right. 

2. After (adjectival) noun (+ na noJ 

Kore wa dare no kaban (na no) kana. 

1 wonder whose bag this is. 

(na no after the adjecti val noun is often dropped) 

3. After conjunctive form of verb + temo ii 

Mado o aketemo ii kana. 

\ wonder if it's okay to open the window? 
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kanarazushimo L i> 

adverb (used with a negative) meaning: (not) always, (not) neces¬ 
sarily, (not) all 

It can he shortened to kanarazu , or replaced by it sumo. 

1* Used with negative 

*5&l±^r L 6 

O-kane wa kanaimmhimo hitsuyo dewa nai. 

Money is not always necessary. 

2, Used with dictionary form of verb/adjective + to wa kagiranai 

i <ff< 

Sore ga kanaraziishimo itmakit iku to wa kagiranai. 

It will not necessarily go wclL 

Sensei go kanarazushimo tadashii to wa kagirimaaen. 

The teacher is not always right. 


kara h 

particle meaning: from, out of, at, through, since* after, because 

When used to mean “because,” it is the speaker's opinion that 
the statement expressed before kara is the reason or cause for the 
action expressed in the main clause. That is, the reason or cause 
may be subjective or emotional, unlike node. 

1. After noun expressing point in time when something begins 
E frA ( ± 7E 20 0 fc h X *t o 
Natsu yasumi wa shichi gatsu hatsuka kara desu , 
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The summer vacation is from July twentieth. 

n ito 

Gakko wa hachi ji han kara hajimarimasu . 

School begins at eight thirty. 

{kara may be replaced with ni) 

A GO rn 1 OHf ^ i X'ffl ^ f t o 

A no mise wa gozen ju ji kara go go rokuji made aite imasu. 
That store is open from 10 a.m. to 6 f.m. 

£ <nn 

Kino kara haze o hide imasu. 

Tve had a cold since yesterday. 

2. After noun expressing place 

tM ji 1 1 t $ i L tz 0 

Tokyo kara kyoto made shinkansen de kimashita. 

I came from Tokyo to Kyoto by shinkansen. 

O XUMfr £ T ff o tzo 

Kanojo wa okotte hey a kara dete itia ♦ 

She got angry and went out of the room. 

3. After noun expressing material/ingredients 

Ni Honshu wa kome kara tsukuraremasu. 

Japanese sake is made from rice. 

4. After te- form of verb 

Terehi o mite kara benkvo shimasu. 

wf 

Til study after watching TV. 

fto 

Koko de yasunde kara kaerimasu. 

I’ll go home after taking a rest here. 

o it. 


Copyrighted Material 


86 * GRAMMATICAL FUNCTION WORDS 

Nihon nt kite kam rokkagetsu ni narimctsu. 

Il is six months since I came to Japan, 

(here kara may be dropped) 

5. After dictionary form of verb/adjective 

Ame gafuru kara kasa o motte itta ho ga ii. 

If s belter to take an umbrella with you because it’s going to 
rain. 

ft#Li+*MM/C< 

Watashi ga shimasu kara yasunde kudasaL 
I’ll do it, so please take a rest, 

Takai kara sore wa kaimasen. 

1 don’t buy it because it is expensive. 

6. After nth-form of verb 

Dare ni mo iwanai kara oshiete kudasai, 

1 won't tell anybody so please tell me. 

7. After (adjectival) noun + da/desu 

i til o 

As« wa yasumi desu kara doko ka e asobi ni ikimashd. 

Let’s go somewhere to have fun since tomorrow is a holiday. 

8. A fte r ta -£orm o f' v erb/adjec ti v e 

fl rnt /v jg <n itMM * v»fc x-t o 

Watashi ga yasunda no wa kaze o hi da kara desu . 

It is because 1 caught cold that I was absent, 

< Itirv fzi)'bft § i &A.-C ltz„ 

Ikitaku nakatta kara ikimasen deshita, 

1 didn't go because I didn’t want to. 

-*■ See also dakara, de, iko, igo, irai, ni, node r to 


Copyrighted Material 


kara — kawari ni ■ 87 

kata Jj 

suffix meaning: how to (do), way/method of (doing) 

1. After conjunctive form of verb 

X < o 

Kana no kakikata o oshiete kudasat. 

Please teach me how to write kana. 

(the object of the verb kaku [kana] must be indicated by no, 
since the object of the main verb oshieru [kakikata | is already 
indicated by o) 

Nihon go no benkyd no s hi kata ga wakarimasen. 

[ don't know how to study Japanese. 

(shikata, the conjunctive form of sum + kata t is always pre¬ 
ceded by noun + no) 

(the dictionary form of verb + hoho also expresses “how to 
[do]"; object of the verb before hoho must be indicated by d) 
zi "y li 3 - — $ — 4 h Jjiii T ^ fz ? V* 0 
KonpyUta a sosa sum hoho o oshiete kudasai. 

Please teach me how to operate the computer. 


kawari ni h t- 

phrase meaning: instead of, for, as, in exchange for, in return (for), 
to make up for 

\. After noun 4 - no 

Kare ga waiashi no kawari ni sono kai ni dete kuremashita. 
He attended the meeting instead of me. 
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i] A izi£h 0 

Kamera wa memo no kawari ni naru , 

A camera will do for (taking) notes, 

2. After dictionary form of verb 

Cto-S 

0 ostorw Aaw f an nf fii/tong# 0 osfefeftf foiduai. 

Please teach me Japanese in exchange for teaching you En¬ 
glish. 

Tel sit da u kawari ni o-kane o kashite kuremasen ka. 

Will you lend me money in return for my helping you? 

3. Aftc r /a form of vc rb 

si £ ^ i felt: ic L fzit to t" ^tv ^ 0 

/f«re wa o-A^/ie o mada ni shita kawari ni isshokenmei 
ha la mite iru. 

He is working hard to make up for having wasted money. 

4. After nog-form of verb 

fnj ij to ig £ fc < £ to y j. - x %tkA,tz 0 

Ata/ji /Tiw tabenai kawari ni takusan jttsu o nonda, 

I didn't eat anything but instead drank a lot of juice, 

5. Used as adverb 

ftto 0 h 

Aanan ni fovio pendanto o age mas u. 

I will give you this pendant in return. 

keredo(mo) if fi t( 4) 

conjunction meaning; though, although, but, however, and, I wish 
The final mo is often dropped in more informal speech. 
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1. At the beginning of sentence 

Watasfo' wa kare m £«rw yd ni nando mo tanonda. Keredomo 
konakatta. 

1 repeatedly asked him to come. But he didn't. 

2 . At the end of sentence 

X o tit o 

Ima chat to isogashii n desit keredomo . 
fm a little too busy now (so I can't help you). 

3. After dictionary form of verb/adjective 

jkflBfctt J: <®Fl‘ittfcwAftc 

Taro to wa yaku hanaSM keredomo iotemo ii hi to desu. 

I often talk w r ith Taro, and 1 think he is a nice person. 

4. After to/-form of verb 

Ryokd ni ikitai keredomo hima ga or ima sen. 

Though l want to go on a trip, I have no time. 

5. After ta -form of verb/adjective 

1-ff o fz ii ft JrtSioT V * t L fz 0 
Sana mise ni itta keredomo shimatte imashita. 

I went to the store, but it w r as closed. 

l< l 

/Co 

Sonna mono wa hoshiku nakatta keredomo katte shimaima- 
shita* 

Though I didn’t warn such a thing, I bought it in spite of 
myself. 

6. A f ie r nai- form of verb 

m±&t ij»»L*wt 

Kare wa a mart benkyo shinai keredomo seiseki ga ii . 
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He doesn't study hard, but he gets good marks. 

7. After (adjectival) noun + da/desu 

Kare wa tnajime da keredomo omoshiroku a rim a sen. 
He is earnest, but not interesting. 

-+ See also dag a, dakedo, ga (2), no ni 


kesshite ft L X 

adverb (used with a negative) meaning; never, by no means, (not) 
at all, on no account 

1. Used with negative 
fotzf'tDZ t Sift L 

Anata no koto wa kesshite wasuremmen. 

I shall never forget yon. 

CtoWffiiikLXtrffrL < ii**) 

Kono mondai wa kesshite muzukashiku wa arimasen. 

This problem is by no means difficult, 

mzikhxxxtizt itz> 

Kare wa kes shite sauna koto o sum hi to dewa nai. 

He is the last person to do such a thing. 

> See also matiaku , zenzen 


kore ‘7 tL 

DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUN MEANING: this, these, It 

It refers to an object or objects close to both the speaker and the 
hearer. The polite form is kochira, which also means “this person 1 ’ 
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or “this direction," 1 Kore becomes kono before nouns it modifies. 
Moreover, it becomes koko when expressing “this place” or 
“here.” 

L Followed by particle 

* 7ft 0 

Kore ga kino katra learner a desu. 

This is the camera that I bought yesterday, 

-LttfrEfcdfcd** 1 ? i tfro 

Kore o mita koio ga arimasu ka. 

Have you ever seen this? 

fa As {<f i lb □ 

Kore kara ganbarimasu. 

HI work hard from now on, 

Kochira ga yamamoto-san desu. 

This is Ms. Yamamoto, 

Koko ga walas hi no ie desu. 

This is my house. 

J [■£££* Gil*. J 

‘Kyo no shin bun wa doko desu ka .” "Koko ni arimasu” 
“Where is today's newspaper?" 7 “Here it is.” 

2. Followed by da/desu 

np'fr S ! 0 2 r 7 7l'*-i(±:; 

Kobe yuki no purattohomu wa koko desu ka. 

Is this the platform for the train to Kobe? 

3, Before noun 

< fz c* V 1 o 

Kono kutsu o kudasai. 
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Give me ihese shoes, (I’ll lake these shoes,) 
> See also are, sore 


koso Z. 'C 

particle stressing something that is worth mentioning 

It essentially takes the place of the particle ga or wa after the 
subject, 

1. After noun 

Kore koso watashi no hoshii hon desu. 

This is the very book that I want 

Watashi koso o-rt'i o iwanakereha narimasen. 

I {not you) should be expressing thanks. 


koto <1. t 

n oun and nominalizer meaning: thing (in the abstract sen.se)> 
. . . ing> to (do), (the fact) that 

When used to nominalize the preceding clause, the nominalized 
phrase expresses a fact which is already accomplished or which 
the speaker supposes w ill be accomplished. Koto tends to be taken 
as an object by verbs of mental activity such as knowing, 
recognizing, understanding, hoping, learning, etc. 


I. After noun + no 
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ifck<DZt !±X < ttotV'ito 

Jfo 110/0 rao farfo wa yoA« jMte tmcsw. 

I know things of her well. (I know her well.) 

2, After dictionary form of verb/adjective 

^01 ±t&Zk&tc< ito 

Kyo wa sum koto ga takusan arimasu. 

I have a lot of things to do today. 

Mint koto wa shinjiru koto desu. 

Seeing is believing, 

Yoku yasttmu koto ga hitsuyd desu. 

It is necessary (for you) to get enough rest. 

^Zti±X < Si<b*LTV '& 0 

Nihon wa hukka ga takai koto wa yoku shim re te iru. 

That prices are high in Japan is well known. 

3, After to-form of verb/adjective 

cmi x < es i'□ 

Watashi ga itta koto o kare ni isutaete kudasai. 

Please tell him what I’ve said. 

£ ^ — O y/VtZfT'iflZ t 

Sachiko-san ga yoroppa ni itta koto o shine imasu ka. 

Did you know r that Sachiko has gone to Europe? 

4, After declarative statement 

(used as a command form in written notices) 

to 

Shikichi rtai ni hairanai koto . 

Don't enter the premises. 

-► See also koto ga ant , koto ga dekim, koto ni nant , koto ni natte 
tru r koto ni shite iru, koto ni sum, mono f no. to , to iu 
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koto ga aru 

predicative phrase meaning: there are occasions when, have 
(done), had an experience that 

1. After dictionary form of verb 

itfr* 

Ana hi to to hartasu koto ga arimasu ka. 

Do you have occasion to talk w ith that person? 

2. After to-form of verb 

JIW;U 

A/ d j 

“Hokkaido e itta koto ga arimasu ka” “ lie , arimasen." 

"‘Have you ever been to Hokkaido?” ik No, 1 haven’t.” 

L/*£ tfFh h 

Mada sukit o shiia koto ga arimasen. 

1 haven't ever skiied. 

3. After iw-form of verb 

i+o 

Tama ni shokuji o shinai koto ga arimasu. 

There are occasions when 1 don't eat a meal. 

See also koto 


koto ga dekiru CL £ J & 

predicative phrase meaning: can (do), be able to (do) 

1, After dictionary' form of verb 

tlrfro 

San ji made ni knru koto ga dekimasu ka ♦ 

Are you able to come by three o'clock? 
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t $ mt- tr i : < c t 

Waiashi wa amari kanji o kaku koto ga dekimasen. 
I cannot write many Chinese characters* 

t Lfco 

Hikoki no yoyaku o torn koto ga dekima&hita. 

I was able to make a plane reservation. 

2. After nat-fonn of verb 

mm &-c # i 

Himitsu o morasanm koto ga dekimasu ka . 

Can yon keep {from letting out) a secret? 

-* See also dekiru, koto 


koto ni naru C t 42 4‘ h 

predicative phrase meaking! ii is decided/arranged that 

I. After dictionary form of verb 

- t i L tZa 

Kondo Tokyo ni tenkin sum koto ni narimashita. 

It is decided that I'll be transferred to the Tokyo office 
shortly* 


koto ni natte iru 1 1 

predicative PHRASE meanino: be scheduled to (do), be expected to 
(do) 

1 * After dictionary form of verb 

®ii9to 
Kare wa ku ji m koko ni tsuku koto ni natte imasu. 
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He is due to arrive here at nine. 

Watashi tachi w?a toshokcm de au koto ni natie imasu. 
We are to meet at ihe library. 


koto ni shite iru d t IZ L X ^ 'h 

predicative phrase meaning: make a practice of (doing), make it a 
rule to (do) 

1. After dictionary form of verb 

fcCLTV'il-* 

Neru mae ni hon o yomu koto ni shite imasu. 

1 make it a rule to read (a book) before going to bed. 

2. After ram-form of verb 

k iz LtVi1- a 

Yofukashi shinui koto ni shite imasu. 

1 make it a rule not to stay up late. 


koto ni suru ZZ t (2 T %> 

predicative phrase meaning; decide to (do), make up one's mind 
to (do) 

1. After dictionary form of verb 

t\z Li L tz 0 

Tahako a yameru koto ni shimashita , 

I've made up my mind to give up smoking. 

2. After nai-form of verb 
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titZL t L* c 

Muda zukai wa shinai koto ni shimashita 
Lve decided not to waste money. 


kudasai < ^ 

polite command form meaning: please give . . . to me t please do 
something (for me) 

[t is usually used for expressing a request on the speaker's 

part. 

1, After noun + o 

8»# (”£!££ < 

Hachiji ni denwa o kudasai 
Please give me a call at eight. 

:Oy>^7 t- t X;K> £ < tzZ^o 

Kono jaketto to zubon o kudasai. 

Please give me this jacket and these slacks, (I’ll take this jacket 
and these slacks.) 

2, After te-form of verb 

^ # -fi r < *' $ t/>„ 

Kono kanji no kakikata a oshiete kudasai. 

Please teach me how to write this kanji. 

3, After nai-form of verb + de 

Mada ikanai de kudasai. 

Please don’t leave yet. 

■+ See also kureru, Polite Language (II) 
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kurai < b V* 

particle meaning: about, approximately, as ... as ,*to the extent 
of* * „ only, at least, enough .. * to (do) 

Gurai can be used in place of kurai. 

1. After noun expressing quantity/length 

IG#< Ltzv 

Jussatsu kurai nihongo no hon o kaimashita* 

1 bought about ten Japanese language books. 

t - X h 7 U 7 f' 3 7 E < % V'V>± L fZo 
Kanojo wa osuiorana ni san kagetsu kurai imashiia. 

She was in Australia for about three months. 

UEimm < 

Mai ni chi ichi jikan kurai wa benkyo shinakereba naranai. 
One must study at least one hour every day. 

{kurai + wa means “at least”) 

2. After noun 

Dare mo anata kurai jdZM ni rentsu ga dekimasen. 

Nobody can play tennis as well as you. 

i***< 

Sore ga dekiru no wa anata kurai desu. 

You are the only one who can do it. 

3. After demonstrative pronoun 

*tl< J it* 

Sore kurai watashi demo wakarimasu. 

Even 1 can understand that much. 

lL ft < h -5 

Kore kurai iijisho wa katta ho ga ir\ 
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ft’s better to buy a dictionary as good as this one* 

4. After do no 

Kore wa do no kurai shimasu ka. 

How much does this cost? 

Sfif "CiffiD < i-*\> 

made do no kurai kakarimasu ka. 

How long does it take to the station? 

i m h i: mm (■=!? § f t ^ 0 

Isshukan ni dona kurai kissaten ni ikimasu ka. 

How often do you go to a coffee shop in a week? 

5. After dictionary form of verb 

l! (O 4^vi ffid'j & \ b l 1 ^ 

Kano hon wa kodomo ga yomeru kurai yasashii desu. 

This book is easy enough for a child to read. 

6. After /irn'-form of potential verb 

Kyo wa tote mo gaman dekinai kurai samui desu. 

ft is so cold today that f can’t endure it, (It is colder than 1 can 

endure today.) 

Mo arukenai kurai tsukareta. 

I am tired to the extent that I can’t walk any more. (I am too 
tired to walk any more.) 

-*■ See also dono kurai, hodo 


kureru { fl%> 

verb meaning: give (something), do (something) for, do a favor by 
doing (something), let (me) be satisfied with doing (something) 


Copyrighted Material 


100 * GRAMMATICAL FUNCTION WORDS 

Kureru is used to express the “giving” of something to the 
speaker or to his/her family member The first person is never the 
subject Kudasaru may be substitued with persons of higher status 
or to whom the speaker wishes to show respect, 

1. After object noun + o 

Itzo 

Kanojo wa w at as hi no tanj obi ni suteki-na purezento o 
kuremashita . 

She gave me a nice present for my hiithday. 

(the recipient can be 2nd person with a past tense verb or in a 
simple question j 

tit 

Kare wa den wa o kuremashita ka. 

Did he give you a call? 

2. After re-form of verb 

»***£ ^ 1 L Wfta % ft ^ x < ti i 
Kanojo ga oishii rydri o tsukutte kuremashita. 

She prepared a delicious dish for me, 

eWffz;oT< tit Ltzfro 

Dare ga tetsudatte kuremashita ka . 

Who helped you ? 

tlt'tAsfro 
Pen o kashite kuremasen ka. 

Would you kindly lend me your pen? 

Sensei ga teinei ni nihongo o oshiete kudasaima&u. 

The teacher teaches me Japanese respectfully. 

(kudasaru shows respect toward the teacher) 

-* See also agent, kudasah morau 
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mada i ti 

ADVERB meaning; still, yet 

1. In affirmative statement or question 
fiE li £ /i[E ^ Tv^i1" Q 

ifrire wo mada nemutte imasu. 

He is still sleeping, 

Sri fifi&TO/'i i"^d 

Watashi no itta koto o mada ohoeie imasu ka . 

Do you still remember what I said? 

£ 3 C $ A, f it V * T-r 

0/o.?rnr wo roadfr owa&td rfesu ka. 

Is your father still young? 

2. In negative sentence 

J £ £ K#t£ -^A 0 
Kanojo wa mada koko ni kite imasen. 

She has not arrived here yet, 

r Ltzfr 0 j ri-^x 0 j 

“Afo “Mada dekimasert /’ 

“Have yon finished yet?” “No, not yet,” 

> See also rod 


made 4 T* 

particle meaning: until, to, (from , , ,) through, up to, as far as, 
before 

L After noun expressing temporal/spatial/quantitative limit 

•xm [3 b ±BB 0 4 TJItfr Kfr § i f* 

/fayddf Arira doyobi made ryoko ni ikimasu. 
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I'll be traveling from Tuesday through Saturday, 

0 1 xm to 

Jimusho wa raishu no miyobi made shimatie imasu. 
The office is dosed through next Wednesday. 

Kyoto made no kippu o ni mai kudasai. 

Give me two tickets lor Kyoto, please. 

t b ft o 

Tokyo made shinkansen de ikimasu* 

Tm going as far as Tokyo on the shinkansen. 

25^ - V t Xmt'X < ts £ V 

Ni jit go peji made yonde kudasai 
Please read up to page twenty five. 

C (D$L{£5X i t-Sh t to 

Kano kuruma wa go nin made noremasto 

This car can hold up to five persons. 

2. After dictionary form of verb 

mtttj i ill do 

Ante ga yamu made kissaten de yasumimashd. 

Let's take a rest in the coffee shop until it stops raining. 

Tsugi no dens ha ga knru made jit go fun ant. 

There are fifteen minutes until the next train conies. 

- See also kara, made ni 


made mi i X 

particle meaning: by (the time when ...), before 


I. After noun expressing lime (limit) 
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tVKC<Dl L'*h i-tt/vo 
Konshu no owari made ni kono s hi goto o oenakereba 
narimasen. 

1 have to finish this work by the end of this week. 

2. After dictionary form of verb 

Kanojo ga kuru made ni yoi shite ok imas ho. 

Let's be prepared by the time she comes, 

> See also made, mae 


mae fjij 

noun (of space or time) meaning: before, ago, previous, prion last, 
former, in front of, forward 

1. Used for telling time 

4-3B#5^irCt 0 

Ima san ji go fun mae desu. 

It is five minutes to three o'clock. 

2. After noun expressing length/duration of or point in time 

fttt^nea^tsiES Lto 

Watashi wa hantoshi mae ni nihon ni kimashita. 

1 came to Japan half a year ago, 
t f ? fi 4?- ;U jS **& sfttit *3 i l tz a 

Maiku wa Pom ga kurugo fan mae ni kaenmashiia. 

Mike went home Five minutes before Paul came. 

f 0 

Ichiji mae ni koko ni modorimasu. 

FI! be back here before one. 

$U±2 f] mfrb Z Z v* i i~ a 
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Wat as hi wa n't kagetsu mae kara koko de haiaraite imasu. 
I’ve been working here since lwo months ago. 

3, Used as adverb, followed by ni 

jUiC tXfrX^otzZ-1 frh Y ) 

Mae ni dokoka de atta koto ga arimasen ha. 

Haven't w r e met somew r here before? 

ISTfC^lAT < □ 

Mae ni a rime kudasai. 

Walk in front, please. 

4, After dictionary form of verb, followed by ni 

t ^ & fir iz u u r &t -fo 

Its unit j neru mae ni kokoa o nomimasu. 

I usually drink, some cocoa before 1 go to bed. 

ft * *** < n k m * o 

Waiashi tachi ga tsukn mae ni dens ha ga deia> 

The train had left before we arrived, 

5, After noun (positional) + no 

as vrm Ec -f T £ £ * r frifih *)if® 

Mizuumi no mae ni suteki-na haleru ga arimasu. 

There is a nice hotel in front of the lake . 

do 

Kanojo no mae de sono hanashi wa yameyd. 

Let's stop talking about it in front of her. 

6, Followed by no + noun 

fl(± /i tiX t fz fr Q 
Mae no sori daijin wa dare deshita ka* 

Who was the former Prime Minister? 

StM-; e b<T) m tifiX Lti fr. D 

Suzuki-san no mae no sensei wa dare deshita ka> 

Who was the teacher prior to Mr. Suzuki? 
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ltz Q 

Mae no doydbi ni oyogi ni itte kimashila. 

I went swimming last Saturday, 

foit fto 

So no koto wa mae no peji ni kaite arimasu. 

That matter is written about on the previous page, 

M it a 

Toire wa mae no sharyo ni arimasu. 

The restroom is in the front car (of the train). 

See also a to de, dc\ ni, no, uchi ni 


marude f h tr 

conjunction or adverb meaning: entirely, (not) at all 

When used together with yd or mi tat, mantde means “as if’ or 
“as though.” 

1. Used with yd 

( vo usually follows a clause + ka no) 

iy %[\ b * £ o ufrf 0 

Kare wa marude nanl mo shirami ka no yd ni hana.su. 

He talks as if he knows nothing at aJL 

2. Used with mitai 

£ £ “C& * tzff* ti £ L izMz^tl 0 

Marude ana hi ga sore o shtta mitai da* 

It sounds as though you had done it yourself, 

3. Used as adverb 

Koko ni kaite ant koto wa marude hanashi ni naranai. 
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What is written here is not at all worthy of discussion. 

Sono bun no imi ga marude wakarimasen. 

1 don't understand the meaning of the sentence at all. 
-+ See also mattaku t miia'i, yd, ya desu , zenzen 


mu sen 4 A/ 

+ See masu 


masfao i L- £ "5 
► See masu 


masu i i~ 

auxiliary verb expressing politeness 

A verb that ends a sentence is usually followed by this auxil¬ 
iary, while a verb that ends a relative or noun clause is not, 

The masa-form usually expresses definite future actions or 
events, the speaker's intentions, present habitual actions, or poten¬ 
tial actions. The progressive form with masu expresses continuing 
actions or states. Masu follows the conjunctive form of verbs. 
Masu has the following forms: 

N on-past negat i vc form: masen 

Past affirmative form: mashita 
Past negative form: masen deshita 
Volitional form: mas ho 
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1. Expressing future action/event 

■mm b mwm x n^tt, 

Watashi wa ashita shinkansen de kydto ni ikimasu. 

I will go to Kyoto by shinkansen tomorrow, 

L j; lzmrKtefr$ t-tA, 0 

Kanojo wa isshoni ryoko ni wa ikimasen. 

She is not going with me on the trip, 

MfeOiloiEJ: *) ft foil ft* 

Heikaishiki wa ju ji yori okonawaremasu. 

The closing ceremony will be held from ten. 

2, Expressing speaker's intention 
* t t^SSS L i to 

Ate? de denwa shimasu, 

V 11 call you later. 

3, Expressing habitual action 

Watashi wa mai asa gohan to miso shim o tabemasu. 
I eat rice and miso soup every morning. 

%\±&t *9 

Watashi wa amari tabaka o suimasen, 

I don't smoke much. 

4. Expressing continuing action or state of being 
flfcfc fi** ■t wTfr m «r WtA,X v' t to 
Kanojo wa ima asoko de shin bun o yonde imasu. 

She is now reading a newspaper over there. 

S,li t X k&ftfrtft'v'Xk'itv 

Watashi wa totemo on aka ga suite imasu . 

I am very hungry. 

1 -fCOftttTMiflJV' Xh'tltAso 
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Kare wa mo sono kaisha dewu hatamite imasen. 

He is not working at that company any more. 

5. Expressing present condition 

Kona hoteru wa keshiki get yoku miema.su. 

We have a good view from this hotel. 

6. Expressing past/perfect action 

i $ Lflc 

Walashi wa kino toshokan de maiku ni aimashita. 

1 met Mike in the library yesterday. 

4 3-?©*«** i Lfc^o 

A/d jono Aon wa ka. 

Have you read that book yet? 

7. Expressing volition 

V'-a L X Hiit 1 Ll 0 o 

Isshoni oishii ryori o tabemasha. 

Let’s eat some good food together. 

8. Expressing suggestion 

Lx 1 

Mado o shimemasho ka . 

Shall 1 shut the window? 

9. Expressing invitation 

L x 

Delta demo isshoni nontimasen ka. 

Would you have tea (or something) with me? 

-► Sec also arimasen, temasu> Polite Language (II), Verb Forms 

(If) 
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mattaku i o /: ( 

adverb meaning: quite, completely, really, indeed, (not) at all, 
(not) in the least 

1. In affirmative sentence 

L+z* 

Matiak u odorok i mas hit a. 

I was really surprised. 
t^tz < -C'Vtti S’) Tf 0 
Mattaku sono ton desu> 

You're quite right, 

2. In negative sentence 

Kare wa mattaku shin 'yd dekimasen. 

He is not at all trustworthy. 

t O tzihfr*) Ao 
Sore ga nani ka mattaku wakarimasen. 

I don’t have the faintest idea what it is. 

See also marude , zenzen 


metta ni tit) o fz (■ I 

adverb (used with a negative) meaning: seldom, rarely, (not) very 
often 

L In negative sentence 
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Wafas hi wa metta ni nonti ni ikimmen. 
1 rarely go out for a drink. 

Kanojo to wa metta ni aimasen, 

I don't see her very often* 

- h See also amari, hot on do 


mitai ^tz^ (1) 

adjective meaning; would like to (do)* feel like (doing)* feel 
inclined to (do) 

1 * After te-form of verb 

ftsuka gaikoku ni itte mitai, 

Fd like to travel abroad some day, 

ifr’Cfrfc 

Umi de hi to oyogi shite mitai. 

I feel like a swim in the sea. 

-* See also tai 


mitai ^.fcV'(2) 

noon meaning: like * + .* seem to* look like 

In the same manner as adjectival nouns* mitai is followed by da/ 
desu or na/ni 


\ t After (adjectival) noun 
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h ft tz&tzv* t: bf i -£/*,□ 

Artata mitai ni nihongo ga hanasemasen. 

1 can’t speak Japanese like you, 

Kare wa sensei mitai desu. 

He looks like a teacher. 

U^ 0 

Kare wa geijutsuka mitai-na kakko o shite iru . 

He is dressed just like an artist. 

2. After dictionary or fiat-form of verb/adjective 

ffi-ic li* fix ^ * fr fz v * fz Q 

Kanojo wa tsuknrete iru mitai da. 

She seems to be tired, 

Kanojo wa sumo ni kyonti ga nai mitai desu . 

It looks like she is not interested in sumo wrestling. 

3, After ta-io nn of v erb/adj ecti v e 

Kare wa shiken ni gokaku shita mitai desu. 

He seems to have passed the exam, 
x 4 -1±^ Lfr o fz friz V > Tf □ 

Par// wa fanaj/uftatfa mitai desu . 

It seems that the party was fun. 

-> See also marude, rashti. so desu (2), yd 

mo 

particle meaning: too, a I so, (not) either, as many/mueh/long as, 
no less than, both , . . and . . ,, as well as, neither., .nor.... (not) 
even, even if, any, * ♦ 
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Mata is sometimes added after mo. This simply means “too’’ or 
“also,” 

1. After noun 

St St? t. 

Watashi ma sumo ga suki desu , 

1 like sumo, too, 

r t x & ^ i Ltia j r& t t?+ 0 j 

“Totemo onaka ga sukiniashita.” “Watashi mo desu ” 

“I am very hungry." “So am 1.” 

0 ii£A, 0 J rstfto J 

“Nat to wa suki dewa arimasen” “Watashi mo desu” 

1< I don’t like fermented soybeans " “Neither do I.” 

2. After noun, with negative verb 

Watashi mo kanji wa yomemasen 
1 can’t read kanji, either. 

Watashi wa kemtan-na kanji mo wakarimasen. 

I don't know even simple kanji. 

3. After each of two nouns 

Ltzv 

Watashi wa hiragana mo katakana mo oboemashita. 

I learned both hiragana and katakana. 

4. After noun expressing length/quantity/cost 

MJ23TPHLiUo 

Kono jaketto wa ni man en mo shimashita. 

This jacket cost as much as twenty thousand yen. 

t tzo 
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Kind wa san jikan mo nihongo o benkya shimashita. 

I studied Japanese as long as three hours yesterday. 

5. After interrogative word (+ particle) 

tiixAs 

Dare mo koko ni kimasen tie shit a. 

Nobody came here. 

fa Lfcte £'z\zisff £ f o 

Ashita wa doko ni mo ikimasen. 

J won't go anywhere tomorrow. 


mo 4 ^ 

adverb meaning: already, yet, have already begun to (do), (not) 
any more, soon, by now, another, more 

1, Used with past form of verb 

Mo shigoto o oemashita. 

I have already finished the work. 

!' i&kii i i L?zfr 0 Jfv'V'i., itiTi* <, J 

“Kanojo wa mo kimashita ka“lie, mada desit.' 

“Has she come yet?” “No, not yet” 
iy o t* & fzAsTi- frv 
Mo dekita n desu ka. 

Have you finished it already? 

2. In negative sentence 

?£JT iitA , 0 

Mo matemasen . 

I can't wait any more. 
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i^/va 

Jfejzaft# rtf wa mb mini mo taberu mono ga arimmm. 
There is nothing more to cat in the refrigerator, 

3. Used with progressive form 
■7T ^U fc 9 SJ# L O* ii " 0 
Mato wa ffw tochaku shite imasu. 

Mike has already arrived. 

4. Used with progressive form + desho 

(expressing assumptions about present actions) 
LUffl$/vi±fe i n o 

yavnocta-fu/i wa a/ tau/fc *rw f/esfca. 

Mr. Yamada has probably arrived at the station by now. 
(/a-form of verb may replace the progressive form) 
Yamada-san wa mo eki ni tsuita desho. 

5. Expressing length of time, used with ni naru 

^ 3^ [•: U n it o 

Nihon ni kite mo sun nen ni narimasu. 

It has already been three years since I came to Japan. 

6. In future sentence 

mxi± t d 

Kanojo wa mo junbi ga dektru desho. 

She will be ready soon. 

i> I) tto 

Mo yonaha ni nar imasu. 
ft will soon be midnight. 

7. Before number + counter 
3Cliti o2, 3BTN§ *) ita 

Ghic/ti wa mo hi san nichi de kaerimasu. 

My father will be back in another two or three days, 

fc ') 
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Mo ichido mi ni ikitai desit tie. 

I want to go and see it again. 

& 1 lfT'3— t- 
Mo ippai kohii o nomitai desu. 

I’d like to have another cup of coffee, 
■ ■> See also mad a 


mono -S') 

noun meaning: thing/one which , ♦ person, (one's) belongings, 
what,. . t would often, it is common that.. , T generally tend to (do), 
indeed 

Unlike koto, the object expressed by mono must be a concrete 
inanimate object, 

1, Used as noun 

<S O t±tyltZ LX < a 

Mono o motto taisetsu ni shite kit dosed. 

Please handle the things more carefully, 

Watashi wa ltd to iu mono desu, 
l am a person called [to. (My name is Ito.) 

(using mono to refer to oneself is humble) 

2, After pronoun/name + no 

rdJ IWx. z/3><Db<D 
ttc J 

“Kono kasa wa anata no mono desu ka" 'die, jon no mono 
desu:' 

"Is this umbrella yours? 11 "No, it’s John’s ” 
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(mono may be dropped after the possessive no) 

3, After dictionary form of verb/adjective 

» kim -9 m\t f ifr *) fio 

Kanojo ga kau mono wa burando mono bakari da. 

The things she buys are aJJ top-brand articles, 

Lv^ii tf ij J y 'Ci - , 

Watashi ga ima hoshii mono wa btdeo kamera desu. 

What 1 want now is a video camera* 

4, After ta -form of verb/adjective 

A/iata w repa wa wataj/ti ga Aatfa mawa yori li desu 

ne. 

Your tape recorder is better than the one I bought, isn’t it? 

5, Followed by dofdesu. 

WlBt 1 

Kyiika o ikkagetsu tone mitai mono desu. 

Fd like to take a one-month vacation if possible, 

fztir- & |if L s~ 9m i> <r>^i~o 

Dare demo atarashii mono ni kyomi o motm mono desu. 
Anybody tends to take an interest in new r things. 

Tanoshii jikan no tatsu no wa hayai mono desu. 

Pleasant time passes quickly indeed. 

< 0 hX'^--T * - *>©-?*■ o 

Watashi wa yoku uehi de paw o hiraiia mono desu. 

I would often have panics at my house, 

-*■ See also koto, no 
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morau & b 0 

vers meaning: gel, be given, receive, have something (done), get 
(somebody) to (do something), get benefit (from somebody doing 
something) 


The subject is usually the 1st person or his/her family members, 
but can also be the 2nd person in questions. The potential form, 
moraeru, is often used in questions. The respectful form, itadaku, 
or its potential form, itadakeru, is used instead of morau when 
receiving something from someone of higher status or to w r hom 
the speaker wishes to show respect. 


1. After object noun + o 

7 7 1J t bv*i L tz Q 

Amerika ni iru yujin kara tegami a moralmashita 
1 got a letter from my friend in America. 

(kara may be replaced by ni) 

ti'o J rt'd -fo J 

“Kano katarogu o moraemasu ka "Ddzo7 
“Could I get this catalog?” “Sure.” 

2. After /e-form of verb 

L/: a 

Yujin kara o-kane o hash tie mommas hita. 

I was lent some money by a friend. 

flS3Lfcfkfc*ft-Cv*fc£a t Lfco 

Sensei ni sakubun o mite itadakimashita, 

1 had niy composition looked through by the teacher. 
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Minna ni ky a shits a o soji shite moraimasu. 

I will get you all to dean the classroom. 

Kare ni tetsudatte moratta. 

I got benefit from his helping me, (He kindly helped me,) 

is h x_ i i“7io c 

Sana hon o misete moraemasu ka. 

Can 1 get you to show me the book? 

(compare the above 1st person subject with the following 2nd 
person subject:) 

Sana hon o misete kuremasu ka. 

Will you show me the book? 

(the subject "‘you” does the favor for object “me”) 

3, Used with ftn-form 

LX is ^ 

Kare ni sore o shite moraitai to omoimasu. 

1 think I want to gel him to do that. 

* See also agent, itadaku, kureru 


moshi ‘is L 

adverb meaning: if, in case, when 

It is used to stress the subjunctive when the action or state in the 
conditional clause is probable, improbable, unreal, or didn’t hap¬ 
pen, Moshi + mo is even more emphatic, 

I. At the beginning of conditional clause 
is LM& b 

Moshi ante nara ehushi desu. 
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In case of rain, it will be called off, 

4 Liot m, ■? <DltZ u 

Moshi motto o-kane ga areba sore o kau no ni. 

If I had more money, I would buy it, 

t> L h & ti it fr% fr o tz h 9 i < fr ri 1 u '/j' l o t: ti h 

7 o 

Moshi unala no tasuke ga nakattara umaku ikanakatta darn. 
If it ha.d not been for your help, it probably would not have 
gone well. 

> See also ha, tiara , far a 


mottomo t o t 4 

advlrb forming the superlative of adjective or adverb 

It may be replaced with its informal equivalent ichiban (lit. 
“number one”). 

L Before adjective 

Kore wa ima made yonda ucht de mottomo omoshiroi hon 
desu. 

This is the most interesting book that I have ever read, 

2. Before adverb 

titifr 12 B 1 1 fra 

Dare ga mottomo jozu ni nihongo ga hanasemasu ka. 

Who can speak Japanese the best? 

3. Used w ith verh/adjective of emotion 

Watasht wa kono e ga mottomo suki desu , 


Copyrighted Material 


120 * G RAM MAT [CAL FUNCTION WORDS 


l like this painting best. 

See also ichihan 


na i: 

PARTICLE meaning: never (do), don't (do), how l wish 

It also has the following functions: seeking agreement to the 
preceding statement, making exclamatory sentences, or making 
rude affirmative commands. When used with yokumo it means 
“how dare .. .’ N 

1. After dictionary form of verb 

Sonna haka-na koto wa sum na . 

Don’t do such stupid things, 

(the negative command with na is not polite; however, putting 
yo after na makes it more friendly) 

Sonna haka-na koto wa suru nayo. 

2, After ta -form of verb, with yokumo 

X < 

Yokumo sonna koto ga ieta na. 

How r dare you say such a thing? 

3, After the plain copula da 
(used only in informal speech) 

hii\± V b- y » 

Are wci jojt no kumma da na , 

That’s George’s car, isn’t it? 

4. After conjunctive form of verb 
(rude affirmative command form) 
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Hayaku kina , 

Hurry up and gel over here! 

5* After conditional clause 
(the final na is prolonged) 

Motto o-kane ga are ha na. 

How I wish i had more money! 

6. After dictionary form of verb/adjective 
(informal and uses a prolonged na) 

Kora wa iakai na. 

How expensive this is! 

Yoku taberu nil. 

You eat a lot! 

See also kndasai, nasal 


nado & £T 

particle meaning: and so on, etc,, and the like, or something like 
that, things such as . * *, the likes of, (not),., absolutely 

Ya is usually used in place of to between nouns before nado . 

L After noun 

Wat as hi wa yoku konhini de pan ya keki nado o kaimasu, 
l often buy bread, cakes, and so on at the convenience store. 

ttfctl tto 
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Watashi wa yoku keshiki nado o egakimasu. 

[ often paint scenery and the like. 

Gorufu nado wa shima.su ha. 

Do you play golf or anything like that? 

2. Followed by no + noun 

L &* to ft $ % \± pj ft i 

ya nado no namamono wa taberarema.su ka. 

Can you eat raw foods such as sushi, sashimi, and the like? 

3. In negative sentence 

tt± L £^A,o 

Pachtnko nado wa shimasen. 

I don't play things like pachinko. 

tizttj$mr-r Q 

Watashi nado ni wa muri desu. 

It is impossible for the likes of me. 


n agar a 4' ff' 6 

particle meaning: while, as, although, in spite of 

It is used to express the occurence of tw f o simultaneous or 
contrastive actions, both having the same subject, 

1. After conjunctive form of verb 

v * 3r Bj S Si h t i~o 
ftsumo raj to okikinagara nemurimasu, 

I usually fall asleep while listening to the radio. 

W&JgV n -1: - & B U ± U i -5 p 
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Let's talk over a cup of coffee in a coffee shop, 

WxmiM t L ■ * i 0 =? n i -tir A,* 

Kanojo wa yakusoku o shinagara a man mamorimasen. 
Although she makes promises, she seldom keeps them. 

2. After dictionary form of adjective 

ZfD'n y X 

^ 1 4 Q 

kwi'pyiim >va c/n'/jof nagara takas an kind o matte iru , 
Though it is small, this computer has many functions, 

3. A liter ad j ecti val n oun 

^ i L tzv 

Kare wa hyaki nagara yatte kimashha. 

He came up in spite of illness. 

- + See also ga (21 keredo(mo) f no ni 


nai ft U 1 

adjective used as the negative of the verb arn/da , or for making 
the negative form of verb or adjective 

It conjugates as an adjective, 

7 a- form: nakatta (plmn)/nakatta desu (polite) 
re-form: naide (after verb )fnakute (after adjective or after 
verb when expressing a cause for some emotion) 

t, Used as negative of am 

Koko ni oite ana kaban ga nai. 

The bag l left sitting here is missing. 
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A sob it jikan ga nakute fuman da. 

1 am discontented because I have no time to play, 

2 t Used as negative of da 

Kore wa nihansel no kuruma dewa nai. 

This is not a Japanese-made ear. 

(dewa must be used between [adjectival] noun and nai) 

3. Used to make nat-form of verb 
(added to the stem of verb) 

Ima pasupoto o matte inai. 

I don’t have my passport now. 

«> 

Mo dens ha nt ma ni awanai. 

It’s already too late to make the train. 

4. Used in te-forra 

- Li> d 

Koko de tabako wa suwanaide hoshiL 

I want you not to smoke here. (I don't want you to smoke here.) 

Lt 

Doryoka shinaide selko wa shimasen. 

You won't succeed without making efforts. 

W. 1£&$L t W V' -C@ o TLio fc 0 
Kart 1 wa o-rei mo iwanaide kaette shimatta. 

He went home without expressing thanks. 

»*3l f 3fek*L* < tSttf, 

Kanojo ga korarenakute zannen desu . 

It is a pity that she cannot come. 

5. After Jfen-form of adjective 
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Konn kamera wa omotta hodo takaku wa nakatta. 

This camera was not as expensive as I had expected. 

(wa or mo used between £w-form and nai adds emphasis) 

+ See also ara, arimasen, desu, masu, zu ni. Verb Forms (II) 


nai uchi ni ft V * ^ {Z. 

phrase meaning: before (an undesirable thing occurs) 

Note that this phrase includes a negative form in Japanese, but 
becomes an affirmative expression in English translation. 

1. After the stem of nm-form of verb 

m< i L x 

Kuraku naranat uchi ni kaerimasho. 

Let's go home before it gets dark. 

Was are nai uchi ni kanojo ni denwa shire oka . 

ITI call her before I forgeL 
See also mac ni, uchi ni 


nakereba ikenai ft 1 1 fl tf V ' 1 f ft" V' 

PREDICATIVE PHRASE (expressing obligation imposed by the 
speaker) meaning: (you) must 

Nakereba is the £a-form of the negative adjective nai. It may be 
replaced with nakutewa, nai to, or the informal nakya. 


1. After the stem of /fcw-form of verb 
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Motto benkyo shinakereba ikemasen 
You must study harder. 

JIVi_, 8#-eto J 

“HVjfflj/if mo ikanakereba ikemasen ha" "Ie, kekko desu” 
“Do I have to go, loo?” “Ng t you don’t need to.” 

2, A fter ku - form of udject i ve 

toti< *it^ 

Aftffft? karuku nakereba ikemasen . 

It needs to be lighter. 

3. After (adjecti val) noun + de 

/?q/m m s/jErtsefru tie nakereba ikemasen. 

You must be kind to old people. 

-* See also nakereba naranai , >v>/ 


nakereba naranai &'11 ti!f & 4 V 1 

predicative phrase (expressing obligation/necessity of the 
speaker) meaning: have to 


Nakereba may be replaced with nakutewa or the informal 
nakya. 


1. After the stem of nai- form of verb 

Ku ji made ni kaisha ni ikanakereba narimasen. 
[ have to go to the company by nine o’clock. 
i> O tiM<9 -i^r/vo 

Motto tango o oboenakereba n a rim asm. 
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] have to learn more words. 

2. After Jtw-form of adjective 
7/*— h \±$IK tot jfi < 

Apafo vra ni motto chikaku nakereba naranai. 

The apartment house needs to be much closer to the station. 

3. After (adjectival) noun + de 

m iii&aw t * \ t ft ix* & *t 

//a/ias/ir >va ro/mte/ri nakereba naranai. 

The speech needs to be logical. 

-* See also nakereba ikenai, nakutemo yoi , naranai 


nakutemo yoi 4< Tt 

predicative phrase (expressing absence of obligation/necessity) 
meaning: need not, (notj have to 

Yoi may be replaced by ti. 

1. After the stem of mu-form of verb 

C> * < X i> 

5wi/]{7 71 / rio;c/c vara nak u temo ii desu. 

You need not do it so hastily. 

mmi L X < fttulft gfc 4' < T i> A *"Cf J: o 

Derma o shite kit re reha wazawam ko nakutemo yokatta desu 
yo. 

if you had given me a call you need not have come all this way. 

Zftltffrft < T i> J: 

Aonc wa kakanakutemo yoi desu ka. 

Is it all right if I don't write this? 

2. After Au-form of adjective 
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L < * < X t 1 

Kuruma wa ugokeba atarashiku nakuiemo yoi de.su. 

Ah long as the ear moves it needn’t he new. (The car needn’t be 
new; it just has to run,) 

3. After (adjectival) noun + de 

M T £ ii■4-0 "C* < X t V> V> 

Henji wa kyd de nakuiemo ii desu. 

The answer does not need to be given today. 

±v* D 

Setsumei wa kanzen de nakuiemo yoi. 

The explanation does not need to be perfect. 

See also nakereba ikenai, nakereba naranai, neba naranai, 
tema 


nan & 

interrogative adjective meaning: what, how many, several, a 
few, many 

Nati is a euphonically changed form of nani and is used to 
modify a noun, 

1. Followed by counter 

r-tMBf-cTjK j r2##is^r-i- 0 j 

“hna nan ji desu ka." u Ni ji ju go fun desu." 

“What time is ii now?” “It's two fifteen.” 

i-f$\ jrwfltto J 

“Owaru made nan pun kakanmasu ka" “Han jikan desu” 
“How many minutes will it take to finish it?” “Half an hour “ 

tz C t ifh *9 £ Q 
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Gaikoka ni nan kai itta koto ga arimasu ka . 

Mow many times have you been abroad? 

2. Followed by counter + ka 

kirtto /ian /ii/i Aa 

Some people have finally come. 

Lt 0 

Jew m wa fiic/r/ for mat m aunadute, 

I saw Jane a few days ago. 

3. Followed by (number +) counter + mo 

Iti* 

Watashi \va nanjussatsu mo hon o kaimashita. 

1 bought dozens of books. 

ito 

Gaikokugo o oboeru no ni nan nen mo kakahmasu. 
It takes many years to master a foreign language. 

4. Followed by no + noun 

Nan no ongaku ga sukt desu ka . 

What (kind of) music do you like? 

—► See also nani 


nani fpj 

INTERROGATIVE PRONOUN MEANING: what 


1. Used as subject 

£ <D g U 1 ± fiiffX otV^t frc 
Kono jukuro ni wa nani ga haitte imasu ka. 
What is in this bag? 
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2. Used as object 

Depato r/c /rani o « dean &a, 

What fire you going to buy in the department store? 

/m£i ga /c/u'£an koshii desu ka. 

What do yon want most now? 

Nani o hanashite iru n desu ka. 

What are yon talking about? 

3. Used for describing subject 

*3 X:v^-ei"^ Q 

Shorai nani ni naritai no desu ka. 

What do you want to be in the future? 

+ See also nan 


nara b 

particle meaning: if, supposing . . . T on condition that *.as for 

1, After (adjectival) noun in conditional clause 

Ashita time naraba enki shimasu. 

If it is rainy tomoirow r , we will postpone it. 

(nara derives from the conditional form of the copula da and 
may be followed by the conditional particle ha) 

h i-drAp 

Kit re ga byoki naraba s hi kata ga arimasen. 

If he is ill, there is nothing we can do about it. 

— K/Ah- 
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Yuencht nara dizuniirando ga ii. 

As for amusement parks, Disneyland is nice, 

2. After sore 

b 4 v^ff fro 

Sore nara naze yamenai n desu ka. 

If that's the case* why don’t you stop? 

3. After subject 

*14 6*^4 4 4*^ 

Wataski nara sonna mono wa J kaimasen. 

If it were me, I would not buy such a thing. 

«#4t*^LT<fL£-CLj: dc 

Act 110/0 rt&rr/ yorokonde shite kit rem deshd. 

Certainly she'd be happy to do it for you. 

4. After object 

O-kane nara irimasen. 

If it’s money (you're offering), I don't need it, 

38S4fcBHti+o 

Eigo nara hanasemasu. 

If it’s English (you need), 1 can speak it. 

5. After partiele 

ito 

Rais hit made nara dekiagarimasu, 

I will be able to complete it by next week (if you let me do it). 

6. After dictionary form of verb/adjectivc + no/n 

Liio 

Chan to kaesh ite kureru no nara kashite agemasho. 

On condition that you return it to me without fail, I will lend it 
to you. 

f- A 4 ^ 4 b M v> i t □ 
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Sonna ni yasui n nara kaimasu* 

If it is so cheap, V II buy it, 

7. After mri-form of verb/adjective + no/n 

L i v o 

Anata ga dekinai no nara waters hi ga shimasho. 
If you cannot do it, 1 will do it for you. 

8 , After to-form of verb/adjective + no/n 
SfcL^o/':i/)^Sot{ Mi 

hlashi kart a no nara itte kurereba yokatta no nL 
If you wanted it, you should have told me. 

- + See also ba, kira , to, to sureba 


naru & h 

verb meaning: become, get, turn, come (grow) to, learn to 
Naru is used with a word that describes the subject. 

I * After (adjectival) noun + ni 

i Ltzv 

Ani wa koko kyds hi ni n arimashita. 

My big brother became a high school teacher, 
iLUT'V'f — o 

Wakishi wa dezaina ni naritai desit 
l want to be a designer. 

I < £v\ -5 L0 i 

Yoku yasumi nasal, so shinai to byoki ni nanmasu yo. 
Sleep well—if you don’t you’ll become sick, 

% u* n m, 
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Jissai ni mi re ha sumo ga suki ni narimasu yo. 

If you actually watch sumo, you’ll grow to like it. 

2, After ku -form of adjective 

< *>) t ttzo 

Soto wa mu kuraku narimashita. 

It has already grown dark outside. 

ar-t < 

Kanqjo wa sore o mite aoku natta . 

She saw it and turned pale. 

girt fcGD"Cl~/K 

/rsw Aara ArwojV? to awanaku natta no desu ka. 

Since when did you stop meeting her? 

3. After dictionary form of verb + yo ni 

*tl±B^R34«*>^S l o \z% 5iU: D 

Wafa 5/11 vra niTiongo ga wakaru yo ni narimashita. 

I have come to understand the Japanese language. 

Sifi i < ii 4: tfcfr X i iz £ o fc fl 

SaiA/fl ytfAw iaA# a yd /?/ /tafta. 

Tve come to drink a lot recently. 

i ^ fci i} t Lto 

67/5 L j<t/ hikeru yd ni narimashita. 

I came to be able to play the guitar. (I learned to play the 
guitar.) 

-> See also yd ni. Polite Language (II) 


nasai t£ £ k’ 1 

auxiliary verb used for making a strong, emphatic, or rude 
command form 
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The standard negative command form is made by adding na to 
the dictionary form of the verb. It is safer to use nasai only toward 
children* Adding yo after nasai will soften the tone, however* 

1. After conjunctive form of verb 

Kotae o kami ni kakinasai. 

Write your answers on the paper. 

Hayaku shinasai. 

Hurry up and do it. 

See also kudasai, na 


naze 

interrogative adverb meaning: why 
1. In a question 

^Nazfi yasunda no desu ka ” “Kaze o hum kora desu” 
“Why were you absent?" “Because 1 caught a cold/' 

Naze hare wa kit a no desu ka * 

Why did he come? 

LtzH\ 

Kare ni naze yakusoku o yahutta no ka tazunemashita ka , 
Did you ask him why he broke his promise? 

See also do shite, ka 
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nazenamba *,. kara & b i£ r . ,# v h 

conjunct]on MEANING; (why?) + *. because 

Desu may be put after kara to end a sentence more politely, and 
the ha after nazenara may be dropped. The reason for the action is 
staled in the clause between nazenaraha and kara. 

1. With sentence inserted in the middle 

Oo Sr-tfftfcliff Sfc< 

Kare wa konai desh L ; Nazenaraha ikitaku nai to itteta kara 
desu , 

He may not come* (The reason why is) because he said he 
didn't want to come. 

See also kara 


ne fa 

colloquial particle used For requesting agreement or confirma¬ 
tion from the hearer, or for softening the tone of a statement 

It may function as an English tag question or may be used after 
any word in a sentence in order to call the listener’s attention to it, 

1. At the end of declarative sentence 

pT-fl t'OT+fae J f-ti ’C'tfco J 

* l Kyo wa tenki ga tote mo ii desu ne” “So desu ne 
‘The weather is very nice today, isn't it?" u Yes, it is." 
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4^m £ £ i~ho 

Honda-san mo ikhnasu ne. 

You're going too, Mr. Honda, aren't you? 

2. After nasai/kudasai 

4 “fcST < 

Zt/h pfiflY m fc/te ibdtuai 

By all means please come to our party, OK? 

3. After any elements of sentence 

ilfrhti, t ^ Lv^-e-r 

Dakara ne r mono ne ganbatie hoshii n desu yo . 

That’s why, you know, I want you to work/study harder, 
-* See also yo 


neba naranai f'i (f & h ^ t* 

predicative phrase (expressing obligation) meaning: have to, must 

1. After the stem of siai-form of verb 

Afo narimastm. 

I have to leave now. 

ti 4o fc-tt-iWa{f*U ± -e a, 0 

Wakai uchi wa motto shigoto seneha narimasen. 

You must work harder while you are young. 

(this uses the antiquated form se\neha] instead of the more 
common stem ski) 

-+ See also nakereba naranai 
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ni H 

particle meaning: at, in T on, for, from, to, toward, per, in order to 
(do), and 

(t also indicates the object of specific verbs, the indirect object, 
the agent in passive voice, the person who is caused to do some¬ 
thing, a result describing the subject or object, or regret. More¬ 
over, it makes adjectival nouns into adverbs (used only in 
modifying verbs). 

1. After noun expressing time 

rflJB*K*iSSr < tit L fzfr* J [6mz L £ L fz Q J 

“Nan jt ni denwa o kuremashita ka." "Rukti ji ni shimashitaS' 
“(At) what time did you give me a call?” “1 called at six.” 

m 11 rito 

Raishu no nichiyobi ni kyoto e ikimasu. 

FU go to Kyoto (on) next Sunday 

') fr t £ to 

Natsu yasumi ni gaikoku e iko ka to kangaete imasu. 

Tin thinking of going abroad for summer vacation. 

2. After noun expressing location/existence/state 

(usually used with iru/aru except when expressing ocurrence 
of an event) 

"Kanojo wa ima doko ni imasu ka ' 7 Asoko ni imasu.'' 
“Where is she now?” “She is over there,” 

mm ZMt to 

Kato-san wa Hiroshima ni sarnie imasu. 
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Mr. Kato lives in Hiroshima. 

b it. 

Yuhinkyoku wa toshokan no hidari gawa ni arimasu. 
The post office is to the left of the library. 

3. After noun expressing direction/destination 

^ Lite 

Karera wa kesa hikoki de hankoka ni mukaimashUa, 
They left for Bangkok by plane this morning. 

fommzmzwiT ^±+ 0 

Watashi no besso wa umi ni men shite irnasu. 

My cottage faces the sea. 

Kabe ni hen-na mushi ga iru. 

A strange insect is on the wall. 

S^ttV>T < 

Nimolsu wa tana ni oite kudasai. 

Please put your baggage on the shelf. 

4. After noun expressing purpose 

ffcfcfirv*- S i Lit* 

Kanojo wa depato e kaimono ni ikimashita. 

She went to the department store to shop* 

Kare wa honkon e ryakb ni itta ■ 

He has gone on a trip to Hong Kong. 

& & I i & ^ i T n 

Anal a wa as obi ni o-kane a tsuka isugimasu. 

You spend too much money on play* 

5. Between two nouns 

Watashi no sukt-na tube mono wa sakana niyasai desu . 
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My favorite foods are fish and vegetables. 

6 . After conjunctive form of verb 
(usually used with iku or hunt) 
fV&Wli^ t-*tAjfrn J (VV'Tl“;fcl 0 J 

“Eiga a mi ni ikimasen ka” *‘fi desu tie" 

''Wouldn't you (like to) go and see a movie?” 'That would be 
nice.” 

i] * 7 

Kamera o kai ni kit a n desu ga. 

I came to buy a camera, but... (will you help me?) 

7. After object of verb 

Sakki hon'ya de to mu ni aimashita. 

1 met Tom at a bookstore a while ago. 

Kona shitsumon ni kotaete kudasat 
Please answer this question, 

tt*(c& am3£Li Lfzfro 

Kanojo ni mo denwa shimashita ka . 

Have you called her yet? 

&l± ® ®J JllZXtt&o 

Kano sakuhin wa dokusoryaku ni kakeru. 

This work lacks originality. 

8 . After indirect object expressing a recipient 

ftlittfcftW***lfS Lfzo 

Watashi wa kare ni ano hon o age mash da, 

I gave him that hook. 

SS77 

Maiskii furanku ni nihongo o oshiete tmasu, 
l teach Frank Japanese every week. 
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9, After agent in passive sentence 

hut ga kuruma ni honerareta. 

A dog was hit by a car. 

10. After noun expressing giver, followed by moral* 

L tZo 

Kona ehagaki wa kanda-san ni rnoraimashita 
I got this picture postcard from Ms. Kanda. 

11. After the agent in the pattern te-morau 

t (ofimm^ r t h o ti o 

Sono shigoio wa kare ni teisudatte moratia. 

I got him Lo help me with the work. 

12. After noun expressing person who is let/made to do some¬ 
thing in a causative sentence 

Watashi ni sore o setsumei sasete kudasai. 

Please let me explain it. 

13. After (adjectival) noun describing the subject 

Kare wa hatarakisugite byoki ni natta. 

He overworked and became ill. 

to 

Watashi wa kenchikuka ni naritai desu. 

I want to be an architect. 

14. After noun describing the object of verb 

- to 

Kono komugiko wa kukkii ni shimasu. 

I'll make this flour into cookies. 

FMzmix < fc'SV'a 

Kono o-kane o doru ni kaete kudasai. 
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Please change this money into dollars, 

15. After noun expressing opportunity/occasion 

t-7 7 ^ rz 

Kodomo no tanjdbi ni famikon o katte yatta. 

I bought my child a computer video game for her birthday, 

16, After noun expressing length/quantity 

* - T f > E |m tW"l & a 

Miningu vra nen ni san km hirakareru. 

The meeting is held three times per year. 

San nin ni hi tori ga shiken ni gdkaku shita. 

One person out of three passed the examination, 

17. After noun expressing a field of i mere st/ability 

? v 7 $ ** \z n ± t* 

Watashi wa kurashikku ongaku ni kyomi ga an mas a. 

I have an interest in classical music. 

18, After noun expressing reason/cause for a mental state 
®©!6CI±IS£TLtV*t LtZc 

Kare no ft anas hi ni wa akite shimaimashita. 

1 completely tired of his talk. 

19, After noun expressing criterion for comparison/judgment 

t h#A (±X < IS < 

Gaikoku ni kuraberu to nihonjin wa yoku hataraku to 
iwareru . 

It is said that the Japanese work hard compared with (people 
of) foreign countries. 

IO0 4km<n * \t—*P±\z SitrT^ Lf h 0 

Kono nihongo no hon wa ichinen&ei ni wa muzuknshi sugiru. 
This Japanese book is too difficult for first year students, 

20. After daro/desho to express regret 
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ttfuf tc* 

A k iramen a ke re ha amaku ikudeshd ni. 

If you don't give up, it w ill go well 
21, Used us suffix to change adjectival noun into adverbial 

ito 

Kate nara sit re wa raku ni dekimasu. 

He can do it easily (1 assure you), 

X < tit to 

Kanojo wa sekkyoku teki ni tetsudatie kuremasu. 

She will enthusiastically help us, 

-* See also de, e t tame , /o, to Adjectival Nouns (11) 


ni chigai nai t Z b A* ^ 1 ^ V' 

predicative phrase (indicating definite deduction) meaning: must, 
must have (done) 

It conjugates as an adjective. 

1. After dictionary torm of verb/adjeclive 
®-£{±£ <DtR i Z&A, TV'S £'*V 
Kanojo wa kono hen ni sunde iru ni chigai nai. 

She surely must be living around here. 

SwZMfcj-jan wa mo kite iru ni chigai arimasen, 

Mr, Suzuki must have already arrived. 

i^A , 0 

Okas an wa kanashii ni chigai arimasen 
Your mother must be sad. 

2. After rcai-form of verb/adjective 
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Kanojo wa ni do to tetsudatte kurenai ni chigai nai. 
It is certain that she will not help its again. 

3. After fa - form of verb/adj ecti ve 

Kare wa akirameta ni chigai arimasen. 

He must have given up. 

Ano kuruma wa takakatta ni chigai nai. 

That car must have been expensive. 

4. After (adjectival) noun 

H. O iy* h* i!i b A (f) iy* i £ Aj tc 1 4 ^ "'■q 

Kona kaban wa tom a no kaban ni chigai nai . 

This bag must be Tom's. 

it) i*t& Q 

Timu wa hyoki ni chigai arimasen. 

Tim is definitely sick. 


ni kakete 

adverbial phrase meaning: (extending) to/over, in the ... district 


I * After noun 

< #ito 

Matsu kara aki ni kakete taiju ga yoku ktmasu. 

Typhoons often come (in the period) from summer to autumn 

Shumatsu ni kakete tenki ga yoku naru deshb. 

The weather will probably be good Over the weekend* 
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Hokuriku kara katisai ni kukete ame ga fur a desho. 

It will be rainy (in the area) from Hokuriku to Kansai, 


ni kansuru h 

adjectival phrase meaning: about, concerning, regarding, pertain¬ 
ing to 

It is used in this form before a noun it modifies, and becomes ni 
kanshite when modifying a verb. 

1, Used as adjectival phrase 

ikkay mm c m 1 v > ^ & wm** & <> 

Kanojo no rikon ni kansuru iroiro-na uwasa ga aru. 

There are various rumors concerning her divorce. 

5£ttUHt***i8LTV»iT 0 

Shukyd ni kansuru hon o saga shite imasu. 

I am looking for books on religion. 

2, Used as adverbial phrase 

^(ozt {zM L o 'zt *** b i+ 

So no koto ni kanshite nan ska in koto ga arimasu ka> 

Regarding that matter, do you have anything to say? 

£ <r> *t:gg lT: t££ T < 

Konoien ni kanshite iken o nohete hud asm. 

Please express your opinion on this point. 

nikui H <( ^ 

adjective meaning: hard/di ffieult (to do), can not (do) easily 
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I. After conjunctive form of verb 

liifw; < w-e-ffeo 

Has hi wa tsukainikui desu ne. 

Chopsticks are hard to use, aren’t they? 

Kanojo to wa harmshinikui desu. 

She is difficult to talk with, 

(follows the subject it describes) 

£ to 

Oboenikui kanji ga takusan arimasu. 

There are a lot of Chinese characters that are difficult to learn, 
(precedes the object it modifies) 

-* See also yasui 


ni mo kakawarazu (I t t> h 

adverbial phrase (generally used in formal language) meaning; in 
spite of, although, for all , * ♦, after all , * in defiance of, 
nevertheless 

1. After noun 

t> fe frt'fob Tffi b L tzo 

Hidot ante ni mo kakawarazu karera wa so to de yakyu o shita * 
They played baseball outside in spite of heavy rain. 

2. After dictionary form of verb/adjective 

ffiftT K 4 frfrfoh T T < ni l tZo 

Tsukarete iru ni mo kakawarazu hare wa tetsudam kure- 
mashiia . 

Although he was tired, he helped me. 
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fjjjfe - (i tC t ft? h _ r H 1C b L X ^ 1 %> 0 

Kanojo wa o-kane ga ant ni mo kakawarazu shisso ni kttra- 
shite iru . 

Although she has a lot of money, she lives simply. 

Tote mo yasui ni mo kakawarazu kare wa sore o kawanakaita. 
Although it was very cheap, he didn't buy it. 

3. After n ai- form of verb/adjecti Ve 

fzti 4 17 A* * ^ II & b Tffiii 1 XVft O * 0 
£>tare mo jfciiuu «t mo Aaftaworazu wa hi tori de itta , 
Nobody would go, so he went alone nevertheless. 

4. After ta-form of verb/adjective 

A# Lfctc & bftfii fcPJ C * * * Lit* 

/ii /no Aoiawanizu Awre vra mo/o /nwz/i misn o 

djz'fa* 

Although I advised him, he made the same mistake again. 

X^ J: Jfr o * 1C & ft? b rim SlCV*i L fc □ 

TenAf go yokatia ni mo kakawarazu warns hi wa ie ni imashita. 
Though the weather was good, 1 stayed at home. 

5. At the beginning of sentence 

Ztittiz t x tT'nlttr-r* ic fe frfrt>b-F7 

Sore wa hotondo fukano desu. Ni mo kakawarazu, arekisanda 
wa akiramemasen. 

It is almost impossible. Nevertheless, Alexander doesn't give 
up. 

-> See also keredofmo) 
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m oile 1143 VT 

adverbial phrase (generally used in formal language) meaning: in, 
at, on, as for 

It is used in this form when modifying a verb and becomes ni 
okeru before a noun it modifies, 

1. After noun expressing location 

7 *©i£ m k 43 to 

Nana kai no hiroma ni oite kangeikai o okonaimasu. 

We will give a reception in the hall on the seventh floor, 

Nikon ni okeru gijutsu kakushin wa 'memagurushikatta. 

The technological revolution in Japan has happened very rap¬ 
idly, 

2, After noun expressing criterion/domain 

2 [ ) ito 

Noryoku ni oite kure wa hoka no gakusei ni masarimasu. 

As for ability T he surpasses the other students, 

t ( 4 ifn 'H f- 43V 11 T faj SB fp ifo ■!> 0 

Sana shinamono wa hinshitm ni oite mondai ga am. 

As for quality, there are problems with these goods, 

-* See also de , ni 


ni sotte (ij&ot 

adverbial phrase meaning: along, parallel to, in accordance with 
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1, After noun 

Ji t) S^*«**) i to 

Tori ni sotte takusan mine ga arimasu. 

There are a lot of stores along the street. 

.v^ttro wa kokudd #i* vo/te fo&stoYte ir«. 

This railroad runs parallel to the national highway. 

*-«t K ftoTtiiit L ft. 

£are wa jo ski no hash in ni sotte sore o jikkd shita. 

He carried it olil in accordance with his boss's policy. 

{ni shitagatte may replace ni sotte here) 

ni tai shite tCitLT 

adverbjal phrase meaning: toward, to (in connection with) 
against, in regard Lo f whereas, in contrast to 

It becomes ni misum when used as an adjectival phrase. 

1. After noun 

^OPp1«^LT«PpW*5 i+fr o 

Kano mandat ni tats kite shitsumon ga arimasu ha. 

Do you have any questions in regard to this problem? 
$LWzh\±%$L^n LTl-*£*8gjtS:i: *) tto 

Seito tachi wa sensei ni tahhite simao-na taido o torimasu. 
The students take an obedient attitude toward the teachers. 

Wat as hi wa kanojo ni taishite koi o matte imasu. 

1 feel affection toward her. 
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A 5B^ £ Jf fc * t ^ 

Wo/tfjf/tt vt'«a tan in no puraibashii ni taishite kanshin o 
moianai. 

I have no interest in other people’s private matters, 

ffiliSXtt 

Jftire vva H m tafr/ufe mi y moffe trw yd dtf jw. 

He seems to have a grudge against me. 

SAKMlXife^ > —f — lflih k ) i to 

Go nin ni taishite ichi dai konpyutd ga arimasu. 

There is one computer to every five persons, 

2. After dictionary or ta-form of verb/adjective + no 

v * tf) KM L X III l±# £5 o 3t o 
Sora g# aoi /to ni taishite yama wa aka datta . 

In contrast to the blue sky was the red mountain. 

LtoCJt LT»£l±E*t Lfc 0 

)v^f> ## jore rci Mrue/ rco /u ftraAite yard iwj ftcwi/ai s/iita. 
The ruling party supported it, whereas the opposition parties 
were against it. 

3. After (adjectival) noun + na + no 

(±HBI & <D (c Jt Lt^v'fi; v 

A'arf wa yowai mono ni wa shinsetsu-na no ni taishite tsuyoi 
mono ni wa tsumetaL 

He is kind toward the weak, whereas he is cool toward the 
strong. 

4. Used as adjectival phrase 

Kore ga shitsumon ni taisuru kotae desu. 

This is the answer to the question. 

See also ni, ni kansuru 
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ni totte HioT 

phrase meaning: to, as far as * * . concerned, for 

L After personal pronoun/noun 
-f tUt&lZ £ otffilfltt 

wci ky//«s7» ni totte mondai dewa arimasen. 

As far as l “m concerned that is not a problem, 

t V hZt WtrT^ LV>-C1^S 

Afiiita hi tofle 0 oboerti koto \va muzukashii desit ka. 

Is it difficult for you to learn Japanese? 

*u±«* c £ o * * -e t 

5ora? w/ kanojo ni totte futsugo-na no desit ka. 

Is it inconvenient for her? 


ni tsuite [Cov^T 

adverbial phrase meaning: about, concerning, in regard to, as to/ 
for, of 


It becomes ni tsuite no when modifying a noun* 

L After noun 

itfun ctcwrBLT^i /v xtPo 

Dare no koto ni tsuite harms hi re iru n desu ka. 
Who are you talking about? 

< RSE-ei- 0 

5owo ken ni tsuite mattaku sansei desu. 

1 quite agree with you concerning that matter. 

a*»ttWfco^Tfc< 

fcyaiArw ni lswfr<? monitor £0 ora. 
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There are many problems with Japanese language education. 

Nihon no seiji rti (suite do omoimasu ka. 

What do you think of Japanese politics? 

2. Used as adjectival phrase 

t-£NVL?Z a 

Engeki ni tsuite no shiryo wa arimasen deshita. 

There was no data concerning theater. 

N See also ni kansuru, ni tai shite 


ni tsurete o flX 

conjunction meaning: as (in consequence of some change) 

1, After dictionary Form of verb 

Kate wo toshi o torn ni tsurete onko ni natla. 

As he grew older, he became gentler. 

tftz o ECO flXitB t± ^ U o T * i L fz o 

Toshi ga tatsu ni tsurete seikatsu wa raku ni natte kimashira. 
As the years go by t my life has become (more and more) 
comfortable. 


ni yoreba \Z X tUf 

adverbial phrase meaning: according to, from 
It can be replaced with niyoru to. 


L After noun 
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X M£ 3- - X 41 X ft\mM)hT± S * 

LAN, 

TV/*##/ rtfj /u v ore A a fie oki-na funka get atm 

rashii. 

According to the television news. It seems there was a big 
eruption at Mt. Aso. 

n < t - 6 \z i tum-kmmt *-ta -et, 

Kiku tokoro ni yoreba kanojo wa kekkon sura so desu. 

From what I’ve heard, she is going to get married, 

«t;h.l£53n fi Soil'd 
Tenkiyoho niyoreba ashila wa ante desu. 

According to the weather forecast, it wilt he rainy tomorrow. 


ni yotte hi £ o X 

adverbial phrase meaning: by (an agent), because of, due to, by 
means of, according to 

Note that it takes a passive verb. It can be replaced with the 
more formal ni yori t and becomes ni yoru (which does not take a 
passive verb) before a noun it modifies. 

L After noun 

N i -? tz Q 

Sana shose is u wa fiats u me soseki niyotte kakareta. 

The novel was written by Soseki Natsume. 

Shokuba de no kit sue n wa kisoku niyotte kins hi sarete imasu . 
Smoking at the office is prohibited by regulation, 

oTFbiiiSixfco 
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Skint wa dame niyotte chushi sareta. 

The game was called off due to a heavy rain. 

tc i o xmi± e 

Demo wa buryoku ni yotte chin’atsu sareta. 

The demonstration was quelled by means of force. 

2. Used in adjectival phrase 
ife dt M i i { O C fz t' 

Aar# m yoru hanashi wa shinjigatai. 

Talk from him is hard to believe, (What he says is difficult to 
believe.) 

-* See also de f o tosh it e r tame ni 


ni wa t-ti 

double particle mean img: for (in regard to), in order to 

It is usually used before a predicate that expresses state, degree, 
quality, evaluation, etc. 

!. After noun 

tztto 

Konofuku wa kodomo ni wa okisugimasu* 

This dress is too big for my child. 

2, After dictionary form of verb 

Dekakeru ni wa mada hayasugimam* 

It is still too early to go out, 

£Rfft*U(±*< £/v h D 

Gaikoku o ryoko sum ni wa takusan o-kane ga kakaru. 

In order to travel abroad it takes a great deal of money. 
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£ v rr >(i \z i± * v J -eta 

ATw; /jastffow wa mochihakobu ni wa taUien benri desu. 
This personal computer is very handy to carry. 

See also no ni, tame ni, wa 


no CD 

particle meaning: of, at, in. on, to, from, by, for, one's 

It also makes adjectival s, indicates apposition, makes posses¬ 
sive adjecti ves or pronouns, nominalizes verbs and adjectives, and 
indicates the subject or object in a relative clause. Note that it 
comes only before nouns. 

1. After (adjectival) noun 

HCK 

Tokyo wa nihon no shuto desit , 

Tokyo is the capital of Japan 
^ tU± 7 7 > £ ^ t 

Kore wa furanku no kaban to kasa desu. 

These are Frank s bag and umbrella. 

r )^±7uf^coewmbtmx^^ 

Terehon kudo wa batten no ji do hanbaiki de utte imasu. 
Telephone cards are sold at a vending machine at the stand. 

-to 

Gogo no jugyd wa yasumimasu. 

I will miss my afternoon classes. 

B«B©» ■)(«£«* ft* Ltzo 
Nichiyobi no matsuri wa enki saremashita. 

The festival on Sunday was postponed. 
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ft)\ f MZftco/hm&WtAstzz t jfh 0 i r> 0 
Akutagawa ryunosuke no skosetsu o yonda koto ga arimasu 
ka. 

Have you ever read a novel by Ryunosuke Akutagawa? 

L to 

t/eyj; raftu mi , 9 / 10/1 ?n ga shinimashita. 

A six teen “year-old boy was killed in the accident. 

C £> b il'lx. A£> tfl 4* X"4 o (apposition) 

AToc/n'ra gayiywi nu tan aka desu . 

This is my friend Tanaka. 

Betsu no kutsu o misete kudasao 
Please show me another pair of shoes. 

2. After specific noun expressing position/spacc/time 
(often a noun + no + noun + no pattern) 

7 L tz a 

Poketto no naka no saifu o mtsumaremashita. 

I had the wallet in my pocket stolen. 

Tsukue no ue no hub an wa dare no desu ka. 

Whose is the bag on the desk? 

Shokuji noato no dezdto wa nani ni shima.su ka. 

What will you have for dessert after the meal? 

3, After adverbial particle 

(E, kara, de, and made are adverbial particles used before 
verbs. When a phrase using one of them is used to modify a 
noun, no must be put before the noun to link it with the 
preceding phrase.) 

i #:< 
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Hiroshima made no ofuku kippu o ichi mai kudasai. 

Please give me a round-trip ticket to Hiroshima. 

Kanojo e no purezento wa nani ga H de.su ka * 

What is a good present for her? 

4. After adverbial phrase 

(Like adverbial particles, when an adverbial phrase is used Lo 
modify a noun, no must be used to link the phrase with the 
noun. However, when the phrase ends in ni like no tame ni , the 
ni is replaced with no.) 

Sono ken ni t suite no anata no iken wa kyokutan desu. 

Your opinion concerning that matter is extreme. 

® coSfj ii£ < >F % x*t o 

Karera no tame no enjo wa manaku fuyo desu. 

The aid for them is quite unnecessary. 

5. After personal pronoun/name 
(makes it possessive! 

f £ tLliAifcc0?Wi'A,'C1"^ o J ^ 'i ? <DV 

t, J 

“Kore wa anata no kaban desu ka. 17 “lie, maiku no desu S 
“Is this your bag?” “No, it is Mike’s” 

6 . After interrogative pronoun 
(makes it an interrogative adjective) 

\ ZtmtztKOsU PT'tfro }[&<D7?to J 

“Kore wa dare no haiku desu ka." “Warnshi no desu " 
“Whose motorbike is this?" “It’s mine." 

J C£ < fjOTTTo J 

“Are wa nan no ki desu ka" “Sahara no ki desu, 

“What (kind of) trees are they T “They are cherry trees." 
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¥ z 1 ’Cl" 

Boko no gtnko ni ikeha n de.su ka. 

Which bank do I need to go to? 

7. Used as indefinite pronoun 

(alter dictionary or ta- form of verb/adjective) 

Ztitif* CDT\ Td At'? 

~to 

Kore ga shiidii de, warns hi ga matte iru no ga rez,d disuku 
desiL 

This is a compact disc, and the one I have is a laser disc, 

z<nii j vUKtg f-fo o “9 £-£&&<> 

Kono kamera wa takasugimasu. Motto yasui no wa arimasen 
ka , 

This camera is too expensive, Do you have any cheaper ones? 

Kono ho ga watashi ga katta no yori ii. 

This is better than the one 1 bought. 

8 . Used to make a nominal, or to change preceding clause into a 
noun clause 

(after dictionary* ta or nad form of verb/adjective) 

«r** i-Olt t X & 

Kanji o oboe.ru no wa totemo muzukashii desit. 

Memorizing Chinese characters is very difficult, 

Tabako o su no o yametai to omoimasu. 

I’d like to stop smoking. 

5/jorut o Awni viw # wasurema.s/ma, 

I forgot to bring the papers. 
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Mushiatsui no wa iya desu ne> 

Humidity is unpleasant, isn’t it? 

Kare ga jiko de nakunaUa no wa jijitsu desu. 

It is true that he was killed in an accident. 

Kare nt sore ga dekinai no wa okashii. 

It is strange that he can’t do that, 

9. After subject in a relative clause 
{may be replaced by ga) 

t X fe L^Vto 

Kanojo no tsukutta rydri wa totemo oishii desu. 

The food she cooks is very delicious. 

10. Alter object in a relative clause 

zr — t —0SfeLv»AfiW-pT < 

Kdhii no has hit hi to wa itte kudasai. 

Those who want coffee speak up, please* 

11 . At the end of sentence (with rising intonation) 
(usually used by women and children) 

iao L ^ t£4ri it < 

Isshoni ikitaku mu no. 

Don’t you want to go together? 

-* See also ga (J), koto, mono, ni (suite, no desu, tokoro 


node <50 T" 

particle: meaning: because (of), on account of, as, since 


The state mem preceding node should be objective, whereas 
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kara is used to indicate the speaker’s subjective judgement or 
insistence. 


1. After (adjectival) noun + na 

9o 

Kyo wa ame-na node eiga o mi yd. 

HI see a movie today since it is rainy. 

<D T * h ft t ^ A,o 

Kano jo wa bydki-na node koraremasetu 
She is unable to come because she is sick. 

2. After diet ion ary fbrm of ve rb/adj ect i ve 

^-fL l t -to 

Ydji ga ant node mo shit sum shins a sin 

Since i have an engagement, I 1 II be leaving now. 

L^GDTtBlfei to 

Kono hem wa omoshiroi node susumemasu. 

1 recommend this book to you because it is interesting. 

(if kara replaced node, the reason would be 4 ‘because / think the 
book is interesting”) 

3. After /in t-form of verb/adjecti ve 

ifckmiir 4wo Tft Mt 5 £ h* 

Kanojo ga tkanai node wants hi mo ikimasen. 

Since she’s not going, 1 won't go either. 

-t A,4K< 4^0ntr izu & *) H #m 1} i’iA.o 

Sonna ni nagaknnai node yomu ni wa amah jikan ga kaka- 
hmasen . 

It’s not very long, so it won't take too long to read. 

4. After ta-form of verb/adjective 

W\-hm^X^fr(0T:zf}V7t±^isbt LtZo 
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Ame gctfuite ita node gorufu wa yamemashita. 

We stopped playing golf because it was raining. 

* <n ij / y {4 &i )'o tz<D'X- W v* i -it A,X L tzo 

Ano kamera wa lakakatta node kaimasen deshila, 
i didn’t buy that camera because it was expensive. 
> See also kara 


no desu CO 'C 

predicative phrase which stresses the preceding statement or 
softens the tone of a suggestion, request, or demand 

No desu is often abbreviated to n desu in colloquial speech. 

1. After dictionary form of verb/adjective 

j: ^ t fzhiF&hAsTz-ffFo 
Chollo tazunetai koto ga am n desu ga . 

I have a small question that I want to ask you, but,. , (can you 
help me?) 

X kltL^A^I-o 

Ima tote mo isogashii n desu. 

I am very busy now (so I can’t help you). 

2. After ia- form of verb/adjective 

e o # fe* \z ms L Hi i L tzo 

Sakki kanojo ni denwa shita no desu ga, demasen desk ita. 

1 telephoned her a little while ago, but she didn't answer. 

(if preceded by a past-tense sentence, a contrary statement 
usually follows) 

* <D S o tz V) Xt 1) i ^ T* L 

tZ a 
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Ano jltensha wa yasukatta no desu ga , o-kane ga tarimasen 
deshitu. 

That bicycle was cheap, but 1 didn’t have enough money. 

3. After NfH’fortn of verb/adjective 

f i ir c \z t ^ * v * <D -c-f ^ 

Jjugi no Aywfcfl wo tfWto nj mo i&oiiai no desu ka. 

Won't you go anywhere during the next vacation? 

4. Alter (adjectival) noun + na/datta 

t>i£A,'Ct 0 

Kyd wa totemo hima-na n desu. 

1 am very free today (and am wondering what to do). 

$(Dv ItVttz'itzAsVtrf, -J *>£^4 Ltzn 
Kind wa hima datta n desu ga, ucht ni imashita. 

1 was free yesterday, but! stayed at home. 

5. Used in question 

(A question using this phrase is usually asking for some expla¬ 
nation, while a question without it may indicate a request or 
invitation. When interrogative words arc used in questions, no 
desu ka usually comes at the end of the question to clearly 
indicate that some information is being asked for,) 

i? 9 LX # v a 

Doshtfe koko e kita n desu ka. 

Why (or how) did you come here? 

Tents it wa sum n desu ka. 

Do you play tennis? 

(compare with Tenisu o shims u ka , meaning “Will you play 
tennis?”) 

isSmSfci 4'V^-Tl-^o 

O-sake wa nomanai n desu ka. 
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4. After (adjectival) noun + na/datta 

< tt'fv f~fo 

Kare wa genki-na no nl yoku ski goto o sabortmasu. 

Though he is healthy, he often skips out of work. 

t:ff < JvTtfr* 

Kyd wa ame-na no ni tsuri ni iku n desu ka. 

Are you going fishing today in spite of the rain? 

Kate wa mada gakusei no no ni takusan o-kane o kasetde 
imasu. 

He is making a lot of money though he is still a student, 

Co Wf 2T t «> 

Ana hiio wa kanemochi datta no ni ima wa hinbo desu . 

Even though that person was rich, he is poor now. 

5, After ba/tara-form of verb/adjective + ii/yokatta 

AitU'o Lx 

Anata mo issho ni kureba ii no ni. 

1 wish you would come with me,,, (but you won’t), 

Ofukii kippu o kaeba yokatta no ni. 

You should have bought a round-trip ticket. 
y Sec al so ga (2), keredo(mo), lame ni 

o 4 " 

pARTtCLE expressing: the direct object of a verb, the starting point 
of an action, a point of separation (from), a place w here something 
or somebody is passing (through/along/in/across/over) 
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1. After direct object of verb 

rw**ofc^+js\> j tfc 0 j 

'Warn' 0 n desu ka” "Mezurashii kitte o kaimashita" 

“What did you buy?" “J bought some unique stamps." 

Watashi wa maishu ikkai tomu ni nihongo o oshiete imam, 

I teach Japanese to Tom once a week. 

tfck \t% i EH 'ffj t if If $ to 

Kanojo wa watashi o tanaka-kun to yobimasu. 

She calls me Tanaka- torn. 

LfZo 

Dokoka de saifu o toraremashita, 

I had my wallet stolen somewhere. 

Minna o odorokaseyo. 

IT1 surprise everybody, 

*#*fc*ff LT«rLi Lfc 0 

Natsu yasumi o ryokd shite sugoshimashita, 

1 spent my summer vacation traveling. 

2, After noun expressing place 

L tz 0 

Kesa wa hachi ji ni ie o demashita. 

1 left home at eight this morning, 

rff# 4 tto 

Kanojo wa sakki hey a o dete ikimashita. 

She went out of the room a short while ago. 

tffMIli *$*«*»* l-t L* 0 

Shinkansen wa mo kydto a tsuka shimashita. 
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The shinkansen already passed through Kyoto, 

Kano tori o massugu ni itte kudasai. 

Please go straight along this street. 

Futatsume no kudo o rnigi ni magatte kudasai. 
Please turn right at the second corner. 

> See also ga (1), kara, ni, to, wa 


o motte i tot 

FORMAL ADVERBIAL MEANING: by (means Of), With 

L After noun 

t os L i to 

Kekka wa shomen o matte tsue hi itashimasu. 

I’ll inform you of the result by letter. 

HoTLTfcDTSirt* 

Atue jw nr>ry^A:w a matte shite mo fukano desho. 
Even with his ability it will be impossible, 

-* See also de, ni yotte 


o toshite M L T 

formal adverbial phrase meaning: through (some method) 

1 , After noun 

iLtz JI L T ^ 6 ^ 5 ^ t o X $itz 
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Wat ns hi tachi no chdsa o ton kite iroiro-na koto ga wakatte 
kit a. 

Through our investigation, various facts came to be known. 

-> See also ni yotte 


oki ni J tC 

ph k ask meaning: at intervals oi 


1. After number + counter 

min fc±5H4:4t&41 “c 

Wat ash i wa ucht de ichi nichi oki ni o-sake o nomimasu. 

1 drink (alcohol) at home every other day, 

Kona eki de wafutsu densha wa jit go fun oki ni demasiL 
Local trains leave every fifteen minutes from this station, 

- <vmm~ u Hf ^ § ctv'tr ? v > D 

Kona yds hi ni wa ichi gyo oki ni kaite kudos ai. 

Please write on every other line of this paper. 

is* - h T£> *) ito 

Ano ddro ni wa go rnetoru oki ni ki ga ueie arimasu. 

Trees are planted along that road at intervals of five meters. 


oru Jq ^6 

formal verb that can he substituted For iru 


The polite form, orimasu, is used to show humbleness on the 
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speaker’s part, while the respectful form, oraremasu , is used to 
show respect to another, 

1, Used for expressing existence 

fliJ EEI £ A, (± 7 jr^'V'x., 

A,#*„ J 

^Yamada-san wa uchi ni oraremasu ka” "Iie t tma orimmen 
ga." 

“Is Mr.Yamada at home?” “No, he is out now,” 

(the question shows respect, and the response humbleness) 

2. After te-form of verb 

ii- e 

Shacho wa ima dekakete orimasu. 

The boss is out now, 

(speaking to another about one’s own boss) 
2P$|:APtfot £*) tto 
Ni ji ni iriguchi de matte orimasu . 

I'll be waiting for you at two o’clock at the entrance. 


rashit h 

adjective meaning: I hear, seem Lo t be likely to, like, . „ 

The supposition expressed by rashit is based on what the 
speaker has heard. 

1. After (adjectival) noun 

Kanojo wa haze rashit desit . 
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I hear she has a cold. 

Kanojo wa sens hit byaki datta rashii desu. 

I hear she was sick last week. 

(the past-tense verb must be placed before rashii) 

Lv > 0 

Sorina koto o suru no wa kanojo rashii. 

It is like her to do such a thing. 

Kono mac hi ni wa toshokan rashii toshokan wa arimasen. 
There is no library-1 ike library in this town. 

2. After dictionary form of verb/adjective 

^■^mz & * t m r bi^\ 

Tenki yoho ni yam to ashita wa hareru rashii. 

According to the weather forecast, it is likely to be clear 
tomorrow. 

3. After /laZ-form of verb/adjective 

L^o 

Kare wa niku wa tabenai rashii. 

It seems that he doesn’t eat meat. 

Kare wa amari yokunai rashii. 

It seems that he is not doing very well 

4. After ta-form of verb/adjective 

m\±%n Lfcfc 

Kare wa sennet sit yoroppa o ryoko shita rashii. 

I hear he traveled in Europe last month. 

U\> 

Kare ga katta haiku wa takakatta rashii 
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I hear that that motorcycle he bought was expensive. 
-* See also mitai, so desu , yd desu 


shika 

particle (used with a negative) meaning: nothing/nobody/no- 
wherc but.. . t no more than *. , t no other. -* than * *only 

Note that though a negative verb is used in Japanese, the 
English equivalent does not always require one. 

I . After subject/object 

(used in place of the particle which indicates the subject/ 
object) 

Yoko shika yakusoku no jikan ni konakatta. 

Nobody but Yoko came at the appointed time. 

Mai kit wayusai shika lahemasen. 

Mike eats nothing but vegetables. 

2, After number + counter 

1 0 l frff'ifzz. b 

Tokyo ni wa ikkai shika itta koto ga arimasen. 

Eve only been to Tokyo once. 

ftli=AL*a*©SA ^' t ■£Ac 

Warns hi wa san nin shika nlh&n no yujin ga imasen< 

1 have no more than three Japanese friends. 

Ima ni sen en shika o-kane o matte imasen. 

] only have two thousand yen now. 
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3. After particle 

^Blt6ftlZLfr£3Lii£A, 0 

Kyu wa roku ji ni shika aema&en. 

Today I can meet yon at no other time except six. 
LfrttibtltitAso 

Koko kara shika deraremasen. 

You can go out only from here. 

Z<D?4 ?<D7 v=n±*Oj£“C-L^Jc-=-T^i^ 0 
Kono taipu no rajio wa ano mise de shika utte imasen. 
Radios of this type are sold nowhere but at that store. 

4. After dictionary form of verb 

Koko de matsu shika arimasen . 

There is nothing to do but w ait here. 


so desu 

predicative phrase meanjng: (1) hear (that), it is said (that) 


It is used with reported speech or hearsay. 

1. After dictionary form of verb/adjective 

Asa wa harem so desu. 

I hear it will be sunny tomorrow . 

A If /vifiSi *-f i tto 

Kono hint ga nihon de ichihan takai so desu. 

It is said that this building is the tallest in Japan. 

2. A fter nai - form of verb 

') tfo 
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Tanaka-san wa kyo wa konai so desu . 

I hear Mr Tanaka won’t come today. 

3, After /tf-form of verb/adjective 

o Tt 0 

Kanojo wa mite ita so desu> 

I hear she was crying. 

i < 

Sore wa urnaku ikanakatta so desu. 
They say it didn't go well, 

4. After (adjectival) noun + da/datta 

Vto 

Kanojo wa semhu netsu datta so desu. 
I hetir she had a fever last week. 

* See also rashii 


so desu ir o "Ci - (2) 

PREDICATE PHRASE MEANING I 3ook(S>, SCCm(s) 


The supposition expressed is based on the speaker’s observa¬ 
tion. 

I > After conjunctive form of verb 

M&K ttfco 

Ame ga fur iso desu ne< 

It looks like rain, doesn't it? 

t>* l) 

Watashi wa ski ken ni pasu shiso mo arimasen. 

It doesn’t look like Til pass the exam. 
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2. After stent of adjective 

<b«AI± tttf Lf 9 'C"f 0 

Ano hito wa tote mo yasaskiso desu, 

That person looks very gentle. 

t X fe i il L^O TLtZo 
Kare wa anata ni aete tote mo tires hi so deshita. 

He looked very glad to see you. 

3. After adjectival noun 

SM^T *ltzfo a 

Taikutsu so deshita ne. 

You looked bored. 

Tit$> *} J^/v 0 

Kono kesu wa jdhu so dew a arimasen 
This case doesn't look durable. 

4. After yosa- or nasa- 

(the irregular stems of yoi and nai respectively) 

Kit ruma no choshi wa yosa so desu . 

The condition of the car seems good. 

flS&lixSW 1 * T-f 0 

vra gtvAv ga nasasd desu ♦ 

She seems to be lacking in spirit. (She does not seem well.) 

Kono rydri wa amari oishiku nasasd desu. 

This dish doesn’t look very good. 

5. fn answer to a question 

(used as affirmative answer to a question ending in desu ka) 
[ JR±V\ •¥■ 9 •*?■#■<, J 
"Kore wa anata no kaban desu Jta” “ Hai, so desu." 
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“Is this your bag?" “Yes, it is." 

See also mitai t rashii, so desu {]), yd desu 


SO ni natta 'f" 9 K o fz 

predicative phrase meaning: almost (did), nearly (did) 

li may be replaced by the dictionary form of a verb, followed by 
tokoro dan a. 

1, After conjunctive form of verb 

i L*o 

Nebd shire hikoki ni okureso ni narimashita. 

1 overslept and nearly missed the airplane. 

Dens ha o machigaeso ni mitta. 

I almost took a wrong train. 

-*■ Sec also tokoro 


sore *5* #L 

demonstrative noun meaning: that, those, it 

It refers to an object or objects near the hearer and not far from 
the speaker, or something just mentioned and thus already known 
to both the speaker and the hearer. The polite form, sochira* means 
“that person" or “that direction, ' It becomes sono before a noun it 
modifies and it becomes soko when expressing “that place" or 
“there,” Sono may also express the English definite article “the." 
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1. Followed by particle 

rJfiSfflfHitt. J 

"‘.Sore wa nan desu ka'' "Keitaiyo terebi dc.su." 
"'What’s that?” “It’s a portable television,” 
LTTS^o 
Sore o ka shite kudasai. 

Please lend it to me. 

Sore de ii desu. 

That will do, 

I f i tfro 

Soko e densha de ike mas u ka. 

Can 1 get there by train? 

Soko de nani a shite da n desu ka. 

What were you doing there? 

Sugu sochira ni ikimasu. 

TU be there soon. 

2. Followed by noun it modifies 

^(Dfrki L (i fliicox* 1" fro 

Sana kaban wa dare no desu ka. 

Whose is that bag? 

t J: 1 U tT £:MT Lfro 
Soho toki chodo terebi o mite imashita. 

Just at that time l was watching television. 

3. Followed by da/de sit 

[W.tT^&<Di±Zii~?1rfa 0 jr-fTLT-to J 

"Saga shoe iru no wa kore desu ne“Sore desu” 


Copyrighted Material 


sore ni — soshite * 179 

sorezore 

adverb meaning: each, respectively, one's own 

1, After subject 

& 4 J; ^ {i Lite 

IVctasAi iachi wa sorezore suki-na yd ni shimasu. 

Each of us will do as each of us likes. 

i* 0 

Tanaka sensei toyamoda sensei wa sorezore sugaku to rekishi 
o oshiete imasu. 

Mr. Tanaka and Mr. Yamada Teach math and history respec¬ 
tively, 

2, After indirect object 

PflHSr 1 Pfll* 

/ vvn i't'fVw hi sorezore mondai o ichi man zittsu ataeta. 
The teacher gave each of the students one question. 

3, Followed by no 
(to modify a noun) 

tt h S' LT^4 b 

Karera wa sorezore no s hi goto o isshokenmei shite iru. 

They work hard at their respective jobs. 


.soshite T" L T 

conjunction meaning: and, and then, and after that 
I. After te-form of verb 

f LtfA- b ii" D 
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Kore kara hotly a ni itte, sosh tie depat o ni ikimasu. 

I will go to the bookstore, and then I will go to the department 
store, 

2. At the beginning of sentence 

t-t* ‘tirxmz tm 

^if 0 

Kore kara ganbatte benkyo shimasu, Soshite daigaku ni haird 
to omotmasu. 

I will study hard from now on. And I think I'll try to get into a 
university. 

-> See also sore kara 


so iu 

phrase meaning: that kind of, that type of, such (a) 
It may be replaced by sonna. 

1. Followed by noun it modifies 

So iu hon wa warns hi ni wa muite imasen. 

That type of book is not suited to me. 

2. Used in idiomatic expression 

o -y y^z)V t i Lfz 0 

So id wake de yoyaku o kyanseru shimashtia. 
Such being the case, I canceled the reservation. 

o tiro 

So id fu ni iwareiemo komarimasu. 

I am at a loss if you speak like that. 
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sugiru i" If 

VERB meaning: too much, too many, too. ♦ , , excessively 

]. Alter conjunctive form of verb 

(may be substituted with sugi [conjunctive form of sugiru] plus 
desu) 

l tza 

Yube wa nomis ugimashita. 

1 drank too much last night 

tz< ^4Lfco 

fakusan ringo o kaisugimashUa. 

I bought too many apples, 

$> & tz Hflt % t S Vi~<, 

Anuta wa hatarakisugi desu. 

You are working too hard, 

2- After the stem of adjective 

Konofuku wa watashi ni wa okisugimasu 
These clothes are too big for me, 

Ana kuruma wa takasugite kaemasen. 

That car is so expensive that I can’t buy it. 

3. After adjectival noun 

Anuta wa shaky aku teki sugimasu. 

You are too passive. 

friA-ei±-es 

So no tetsuzuki wa fukuzatsu sugite hitori dewa dekimasen. 
The procedure is too complicated to do alone. 
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sukoshi ~i~ L 

adverb meaning: a Few, some, a little, a bit, a moment, (not) at all 


t. In affirmative sentence 

&li*fc^URv*4 Lfzo 

Watashi wa hon a sukoski kaimashita . 

1 bought a Few books, 

P L B £ tteo 

Sukoski nihongo ga harmsemasu ne. 

You can speak a little Japanese, can't you? 

Sukoshi koko de matte kudasaL 
Wail here a moment, please, 

2. Followed by mo in negative sentence 
^ A/ & H fc lb d L Site L i "^r A> o- 
Sonna koto wa sukoski mo ki ni shimmen. 

I don't care a bit about that, 

-+ See &ho amari, mattaku* takusan, toremo, yoku, zenzen, zuihun 


stiru ~t h 

irregular verb meaning: do, play, work as . . perform (an 
action), cost, wear (an accessory), have (a meal, feeling), make (a 
sound), make (something into something else), treat (in some 
manner), decide on (something), possess (a figure/smelFete.) 

1. After object + o 

h & trAUrJik, tZ TMm Sr L 1 t 

Anata wafudan doko de kaimono o shimasu ka. 

Where do you usually do your shopping? 
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thing else or some other state) 

eu % 

Kare wa karioja o shiawase m sum desho. 

He will make her happy. 

* O fc i? 

Anata no otasan wa anata a is ha ni suru tsumori desu ka . 
Docs your father intend to make you a doctor? 

ftlitt#ri'*> 6 b f 

Waftuta' wo kanojo kara moral ta purezento a taisetsu ni shite 
imasu , 

I treasure the present I received from her, 

4 r After object + 0 + £&-form of adjective 

fcotx-yif < o 

Atoto « amaku shita ho ga it desu , 

It's better to make the soup sweeter, 

5. After object -f ni + /ru-form of adjective 

Kanojo ni yasashiku shite agenasai 
Please treat her kindly, 

6. After noun + ni 

Li1"o 

Ano shiroi kuntma ni shimasu. 

Ill take that white car. 

7. After dictionary or mh-form of verb + koto ni 

(koto ni adds the meaning '"decide” or * l prctend” [to doj) 
ZblZLiLtZv 

Tenshoku sitru koto ni shimashita. 

I decided to change my occupation, 

8. After fa-form of verb + koto ni 

t ti Uto 
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Sana koto wa kikanakatta koto ni shimasu. 

I'll pretend that I didn’t hear that. 

9. After noun expressing action/state 

(nouns mainly of Chinese origin and foreign loanwords can be 
made into verbs by adding sutu) 

KT££[*llit 0 

Machi o artriai shimasu . 

I'll show you around the town, 

(itasu can replace suru when the speaker wants to be humbler) 
Machi o annai itashinuzsu 

IBALTTSvs 

Koko ni namae to jus ho o kitty u shite kudasai. 

Please fill in your name and address here. 

Kaidan kara korogete hiza o kega shimashita. 

[ fell down the stairs and hurt my knee. 

Kon ban den wo shite kudasai. 

Please call me this evening. 

9 “ Y L t LtzftK 4 tz7> V y'fLt 

Lfco 

Yatto enjin ga sutdto shimashita ga, mata sutoppu shima¬ 
shita , 

At last the engine started, but it stopped again. 

(using dekiru instead ol'juru expresses potential ) 

Kuruma o unten dekimasu ka. 

Can you drive a car? 

10, After noun expressing price 

Lfco 
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The fa-form is made by adding ta to the stem of the re-form of 
a verb. Ta euphonically changes to da after a verb whose dictio¬ 
nary' form ends with -bu f -gu , -mu, or -nu. 


1. Used in verb 

mm *MR-esc# nff-s rmtzo 

Kino watashi wa skinkansen de kyoto ni ine kite, 

I went to Kyoto by shinkansen yesterday. 

9^zi 

Sat kin watashi wa tabaka oyameta, 

[ stopped smoking recently. 

tesfiito 

Doa no kagi ga kowareta. 

The lock on the door is broken. 

t fzo 

Shi goto wa mo o watte. 

The work is finished, 

C t T) . 4 ^ (-i! 3 ® h% A- fz □ 

Kono hon wa san kai yonda. 
fve read this book three times. 

Is ILfcS&Hiii t x fz 0 

Kind mite eiga wa tote mo kowakatta. 

The movie that i saw yesterday was very scary. 

(used as an adjectival, the fa-form of the verb directly precedes 
the noun it modifies) 

2. Used in adjective 

idesu after the fa-form makes it more polite) 

%(Do¥^fzi] X t tzX'fo 
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Kino katta kamera wa tote mo yasu katta desu. 

The camera I bought yesterday was very cheap, 

l>x J f bih ti-ffrL < & 

j 

"Tesuto wa muzukashikatta desu ha." “Amari muzukashiku 
rut katta desu. 

“Was the test difficult?” “It was not very difficult.” 

-*■ See also Verb Forms (II) 


tabi ni St 

conjunction meaning: every time, each time, whenever 

1 1 After dictionary form of verb 

Kare wa an tabi ni s hi goto no faman o iu , 

Every time he meets me, be complains about his job. 

h Li V'it D 

Ano mise ni hairu tabi ni atarashii sofa to katte shimaimasu. 
Each time 1 go into that store I buy new software (in spite of 
myself). 


tai 

auxiliary verb meaning: want eo, would like to, feel like (doing), 
wish to, hope to 

The subject of verb + tai must be the 1 st person in declarative 
simple sentences, and the 2nd person in simple questions or 
conditional clauses. The 3rd person subject is used with verb + tai 
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Yoko wa sukii ni ikitaku nakatta rashii, 

It seems that Yoko didn't want to go skiing, 
-* See also hoshii, garu 


tame ni fz 46 {■ I 

phrase meaning: for, for, . , ? s sake, because of, on account of, 
owing to T as a result of, in order to T so as to, for the purpose of 

L After noun + no 

Vo 

Sore wa anata no tame ni naru desho. 

It will be good for you, 

W© ?t * 1C ^rti trt & AsVt fro 

Nan no tame ni sore o sum n desu ka. 

For what purpose do you do that? (Why do you do that?) 

mimit 6RO* * t XM L 'r V*i t o 

Hikoki wa taijTi no tame ni kekko shite imasu. 

The air service is being canceled because of a typhoon. 

Sen so no tame ni lakusan nanmin ga del a. 

There were many refugees as a result of the war, 

5Ci tifxntzibizmzt LfZo 

Chichi wa gan no tame ni shin mashita. 

My father died of cancer. 

(de may replace tame ni when expressing cause) 

L**t#uf* I 

Gaikoku ryoko no tame ni chokin o shinakereba narimasen. 

I have to save money for travel abroad, 

& o LfcV'fcffiV' t to 
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Shorai no tame ni motto benkyo shitai to omoimasu. 

For the sake of my future I think PH study harder. 

2. Between noun + no and the noun it modifies 
(changes to tame no) 

z n « o fz «ja ® _ c t o 

vvn shoshinsha no tame no jugyo desu. 

This is a class for beginners. 

3 After adjectival nonn + na 
(to express reason/cause) 

Kare \va fumajime-na tame ni kirawarete iru. 

He is disliked because he is insincere, 

4. After dictionary form of verb 
(to express purpose) 

% li £ £ * iy * fe * * ^ 

Watai/n hyj o-kane o tameru tame ni isshokenmei haiaraite 
imasu. 

I am working hard in order to save money. 

5. After nai- form of verb 
(to express purpose) 

/u tame ni hayaku yoi shinasai 

Gel ready quickly so as not to miss the train. 

6. After fa-form of verb/adjective 
(to express reason/cause) 

fztz&i dF ^ 0 
Kare ga yasunda tame ni nani mo dekimasen. 

We can t do anything because he is absent. 

m tiCL^o *fc/2 C . 

/fare' Vva fvogai/h&atfa til korarewaxen deshita. 
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He wasn't able to come because he was busy* 

7* After (adjectival) noun + datta 
(to express reason/cause) 

mx a *n o * ti * c mt t & - l £ /v xt o 

Kano jo wa fuchui datta tame nijiko o okoshita n desit , 
She caused the accident because she was careless, 

8. After the demonstrative adjectives kono, sono, ano 

Vstz^it^fotufov^&n i‘ g 

Watashi tachi wa so no tame ni kydryoku shite ini n desti. 
That is why we are cooperating, 

> See also de, kara, ni, node, no ni t yo ni 


tara tz b 

PARTICLE MEANING: if, when, after (doing), if only, if you're talking 
about/looking for, „,, why don't you (do) 

The stem of the ft 5 -form of a verb plus tara makes the terra-form. 
Tara is euphonically changed into darn after a verb whose dictio¬ 
nary form ends with - hu , -gu T -mu, or - nu . Moshi is often put at the 
beginning of the sentence to stress the conditional meaning. 

I. After the stem of re-form of verb 

o tz b m d -f VZij < 

Game ga fattara doraihu ni iku no wa yamemasu. 

If it rains heavily I ll give up going for a drive. 

Sfi hzM V* tz h rn® LTT £ w 

Eki ni tsuitara denwa shite kudasai. 

When you arrive at the station, please call me, 

-€■ try ^iMAstzbmz^LXTZ^a 
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Sana hon o yondara watashi ni kaskite kudasai 
After you read that book, please lend it to me. 

Wki l tzbM*) ito 

Kaimono o shitara foierimasu. 

Alter shopping I’ll go home. 

(past actions expressed after tar a must he done by someone 
else) 

Si (■.: *t > tz h m k im o T ^ > i Lf-Zo 

Eki ni tsuitara kanojo \va matte imashita. 

When I arrived at the station, she was waiting. 

2. At the end of sentence (with rising intonation) 

b^tzbo 

Chan to shirabete morattara. 

What about having it properly checked out? 

3. Alter (adjectival) noun + dat(tara) 

(da + tarn becomes dattara) 

Moshi watashi ga an at a dattara sonna koto wa sit: mason. 

If 1 were you, I wouldn't do such a thing. 

m a i 

Ashita it tenki dattara tenisu o shimasen ka . 

If the weather is good tomorrow, would you like to play tennis? 

IlfEB ^Ltzotz b ^AK 

Yamada-san dattara ima nyuin shite imasu. 

If you’re looking for Mr.Yamada, he is in the hospital now, 

B & o t it h 

Nihon go ga motto kantan dattara na. 
ff only Japanese were much simpler. 

4. After the stem of ta-form of adjective 

lb Lfr-ofzb 
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Yoroshikattara uchi ni asobi ni kite kudasai. 

If it is aM right* please come to my house to see me. 

See also ha r nara , to, to sureha, Euphonic Changes (II) 


tari tz b 

particle lx dressing: (some kind of) action/state like . . actions 
performed in turn* sometimes . * * and + .. 

The actions or states expressed are often in contrast to each 
other. Tart is euphonically changed into dart after a verb whose 
dictionary form ends with dm, -git, -mu, or -nu. Sunt usually 
follows the last tari. 

1. After the stem of re-form of verb 

tz b L i to 

Watashi wa shumi de e o kaitari haiku o tsukuttari shimasu, 

I do things like painting and composing haiku as my hobbies. 

Li to 

Kanojo wa yoku naitari waraitari shimasu. 

She often cries and laughs in turn, 

4 b tt mam o tz b tz n it t a 

Kyd wa a me gaftittari yandari shimasu. 

It will rain on and off today. 

<hfzn <*i3r^£ bt£o 

Kare wa ietsudatte ku re tari kurenakattari sum. 

He sometimes helps me and sometimes not, 

ifeii*E*bjattti* l tz b-c*L d'ofco 

Eiga o mitari kaimono o shitari de tanoshikatta. 
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The examination is over and I am relieved. 

mm h n te* Km*? rm t -ctt § r+■> 

Wfato/jr wa mainichi jitensha ni notte eki made ikimasu. 

I ride a bicycle to go to the station every day. 

t 

Gaikoku to kurabete nihon wa bukka ga takai. 

Compared with foreign countries, the cost of Jiving in Japan is 
high. 

ttliStUtT t 

Kare wa tasukete moralte o-rei mo iwanakatta. 

He was helped, but didn't express his thanks. 

2, After ku- form of adjective 
M<Xtz£ h f 
Sam ukute lama rimasert . 

Jt is so cold that I can't stand it. 

Kono dens ha wa hayakute ano dens ha wa osoi desu. 

This train is fast and that one is slow, 

JUr'Tl 

Kano jo wa tote mo yasashikute kirei desu. 

She is very kind and pretty* 

-> See also da„ de. Euphonic Changes (II) 


te ageru 

> See agent 


te am £ 

-*■ See aru 
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teki Kj 

suffix making specific nouns into adjectivaEs or adverbs 

L After noun, followed by dafdesu 
(becomes the predicate) 

Kai no fun 'iki wa katei teki dealt. 

The atmosphere of the meeting is homey. 

2* After noun, followed by na 
(modifies noun) 

-tillit X 

Sore wa tote mo genjitsu ieki-na keikaku dem. 

That is a very realistic plan, 

3- After noun, followed by ni 
(modifies verb or adjective) 

Keimi teki ni kuni ga yutaka demo hi ton hitori wa kurushit , 
Even though the country is economically rich, each indi vidual 
is badly off 


te kurti "C A & 

predicative phrase meaning* come to (do), begin to (do), have 
done (to some extent), have been (doing), get/become (some state 
describing the subject), (do something and then) come back 

It becomes de feuru after a verb whose dictionary form ends 
with ~hu, - gu , -mu, or -nit. 


i. After the stem of te-form of verb 
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E3 ^S&« IS L “A" otSJLfco 

MAcpngc? raci Atfrcaj/ii&ita gd wakatte kimashita. 

I have come to understand how to speak Japanese. 
Wot^iLfco 
A me ga/utftf £i7ndsAjta. 

It began to rain (and will continue to rain). 

ZKtXtzi SAJtf£££T#i Lfc 0 

/fore mod** tafcwsa/i kanji o oboete kimashita. 

I have learned a lot of kanji so far. 

/mo no ski goto ni n arete kimashita ka. 

Have yon become accustomed to your present job? 

7 */*“ b to 

Depato ni kaimono ni itte fdmasu. 

riJ go shopping aL a department store (and then come back). 
2. After ku- form of adjective 

(the te -form of mini [natte] is always used between the ku-form 
of adjective and kuru) 

ZlDZhtiV'J&W)'< iot '%t Lfztio 

Kano goto daibu atatakaku natte kimashita m. 

It is getting much warmer recently, isn't it? 

-> See also re iku 


temasu X i t 

abbreviated informal form of the progressive form te imasu 

It is used only in informal speech. After a verb whose dictionary 
form ends with - bu , - gu , -mu, or -nit it euphonically changes to 
demasu , 
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1 * After the stem of te-fonn of verb 

te* a mm t k a- i t □ 

ftgnajY? hyv im# de hon a yondemasu. 

She is reading a book in the library now. 

Xit LT6tf)tf'ifloT3-tfro 

At* re ga doko de s hi goto o shiteru no ka shittemasu ka. 
Do you know w'here he is doing his work? 

rWSrL Xfz/uX*tfro jrmggSrLTfL*. J 

“Nani & shiieta n desu ka” “Denwa o shitemashita' 
“What were you doing?” “1 was talking on the phone.” 
-* See iru, masit 


temo X t 

particle meaning: even if, though, whether ... or ..no matter 

ft euphtmically changes to demo after a verb w hose dictionary 
form ends with - bu , -gu, -mu, or -nit and after adjectival nouns. 

I. After the stem of /e-form of verb 

1 t < 1 {Z LTT?V> e 

Umakit iitemo yudan shinai yd ni shite kudasai. 

Even if it goes well, please try not to be inattentive. 

-f £ 7 )C t 

Sono koto ni tsuite kiitemo kanojo wa kotaemasen desk da. 
Though I asked her about that matter > she didn't answer. 

*> jfii/dff $ % -to 

Ame get j'uttemo asobi ni ikimasu. 
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Even if it rains, I’m going out to have fun. 

2. After interrogative word 
fpJ^LT 41H 

Nani a shitema omoshiroku arimasen. 

No matter what I do, it’s not interesting. 

Itsu ittemo kare wa rusu desu. 

No matter when 1 go, he isn't home. 

irx(2 PttJ K h ^ t itAso 

Donna ni hay aka hashittemo basu ni met ni aimasen. 

No matter how fast we may run, we won't be able to catch the 
bus. 

W C t tBS i-frArp 

Ikura ittemo kodomo wa in koto o kikimasen. 

No matter how often [ say it, the children don't listen (to what 
I say). 

3. After Jfcw-form of adjective 

fct it? *< r 

Tatoe ikitaku nakutemo ikanakereba narimasen. 

Even if you don’t want to go, you have to. 

FA, ft II« <Ti Lvv 

Donna ni takakutemo are ga hoshii. 

No matter how expensive that is, I want it. 

4. After adjectival noun 

v> < e> LftlftUl * h ft 

Ikura iya demo sore a jikko shinakereba naranai. 

No matter how much you dislike it, you have to carry it out. 

► See also demo, keredo(mo)^ mo 
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temo i! X fc ^ 1 ^ 1 

predicative phrase meaning; may, can, it is all right (even) if. + 
(not) have to (do), do without,.(not) feel like (doing) 

It euphonic ally changes to demo after a verb whose dictionary 
fonn ends with -bu f -gu, -mu, or -nu f and after adjectival nouns. 

The mo is sometimes dropped, and ii may be replaced by its 
synonym yoi/yoroshii. However, yoroshii is usually used in affir¬ 
mative sentences when speaking to a younger person, and is 
followed by desu ka in questions when speaking to a person who is 
older or of higher status. Ii may also be replaced by kamawanai/ 
kamaimasen. 

1. After the stem of /c-form of verb 

Kono kopii ki wa jiyu ni tsukatiemo ii desu. 

You can use this copy machine freely. 

(kekko desu should replace ii desu when giving permisison to a 
superior) 

[XvXM'Xi J fii, j 

'Haitte ii desu ka" <l Ee, mochiron” 

“May I come in?” "Yes, of course.” 

(note that mo has been dropped) 

“Mo kaettemo yoroshii desu ka ” “le, ikemasen ” 

“May f leave now?" “No, you may not. 1 * 

(speaking to a superior) 

2. After iw-form of adjective 
(kekko can replace ii) 

*Wlf£ < T t V'V'-C-fo 
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Ugokeba furukutemo ii desu, 

If it works, it is all right even if it is old. 

;i/(±i < x fc 

Manyuaru wa nakutemo ii desu. 

It s all right even if there isn’t a manual (I can do without a 
manual.) 

H'C? yofcHKO&HteWIO W tow. 

It T s all right even if the weather is not good. 

< T 

•So/ina m f7 tfou ya. 

You don’t have to hurry so much. 

< T&V*l'T-f 0 

Warns hi wa oyoganakutemo ii desu, Mitemasu. 

I don’t feel like swimming. I’ll just watch* 

3. After (adjectival) noun or interrogative word 

Fit ben demo ii desu. 

It s alright even if it’s inconvenient 

n#T11 >V >Xt fr h #tvT < ti $ 
ftantoft demo ii desw -tarn, Aaife AwdSosal 
Even something simple will be fine, so please write (some¬ 
thing), 

fnJTfe t*^TTo 

iVan rfemo w 

Anything is fine, 

/Ah demo ii desu ka. 

Will anytime be alright? 

-> See also rfcertdi, temo , 
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I absent-mindedly left my umbrella in a restroom, 

l . £>>■?-7 

Ano hito ga suki ni natte shimaiso desu. 

I feel i will really grow to like that person. (1 have a feeling I’m 
going to fall for that person.) 


to t 

particle meaning: and, or, with (accompanied by), when(ever), 
once ♦ * if, no matter 

It also indicates a quotation, a statement in indirect speech, the 
object of a specific verb, a word that describes the object of a 
sentence, a criterion for comparison, or how an action is per¬ 
formed. 

L Between nouns 

7 i T£V> 0 

Fulrumu to kandencht o kudasaL 
1*11 take film and dry batteries. 

fcm ateiB 

Suiyobi to nichiyobi ga watashi no yasumi desu. 

Wednesday and Sunday arc my holidays. 

y *. - z t r 4 ^ ^') - a mh t l i t fr* 

JUsu to aisu kuriimu no dochira ni shimasu ka. 

Which would you like, juke or ice cream? 

2. A fte r noun ex press i n g pers on 

Ltzo 

Watashi wa mac no nichiyobi ni tsuma to eiga o mite 
kimashita . 
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I went and saw a movie with my wife last Sunday. 

Wk-kn^-i ? tX"to J 

“Ima dare to hartashite ita n desu ka /' “Yujin no maiku to 
desu 

"'Who were you talking with just now?” “With my friend 
Mike.” 

\&klt it ft t S4@1" h ^ "Or 

Kano jo wa dare to kekkon sura n desu ka. 

Who is she going to marry? 

3. After dictionary form of verb/adjective 

L 

Kesa okiru to zutsu ga shimashita. 

W hen I got up this morning, I had a headache. 

ffifi fJ y tk t 

Kare wa karaoke o utaidasu to nakanaka yamenai. 

Once he starts singing to karaoke he doesn’t readily stop, 
tu & \f z> 11 c k m l tz Q 

Dekakeru to saga ni ame get furidashita. 

As soon as I left home, it began to rain. 

It, 

Am? kado o migi ni magaru to ba.su tei ga arimasu. 

If you turn to the right at that corner there’s a bus stop. 

< i & < LTV'3t 0 

Wafa.?/?! wo ni jfcw /o yofta fac/iivomi # sftite ifa, 

I would often browse through books when I went to book¬ 
stores. 

(unlike tara , the action expressed after to may be of the 
subject's own volition) 

4. After interrogative word + volitional form of verb 
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Ka re ga nani o shiyo to w at as hi ni wo kankei arimasen. 

No matter what he may do, I have nothing to do with it, 

5. After statement in reported speech or quotation 

(the statement must end with dictionary, nai- t or ta-form of 
verb/adjective, da, a panicle, or command form of verb) 

tStirfi & 5 i~ CS& 

Kanojo wa mo sugu kuru to omoimasu. 

I think (that) she will come soon . 

Lfz a 

Kare wa ikitaku nai to itte imashita. 

He said that he didn’t want to go. 

£fv>T8iLfc a 

Kare wa raigetsu nihon ni iku to kaite kimashita. 

He wrote that he is coming to Japan nest month, 

^fcWoTV'S L tzl D 

Kanojo wa Itsu demo asobi ni kite kudasai to ine imashita yo. 
She said to please come and see her any time, 

Outfittz t fit' i 1" fro 

Kore wa nan da to omoimasu ka. 

What do you think this is? 

IgltmfrhlMiX* 0 tto 

Mine wa hachiji kara ju shichi ji made to kaite arimasu. 

It is written that the shop is open from eight to seventeen (five) 
o’clock. 

6. After (adjectival) noun/adjective that describes the object 

Watashi wa inn o ken to yonde imasu. 

I call my dog Ken. 

^*-tiiS:V'^taorvv4+ 0 
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Minna sore o ii to omatte imasu. 

Everybody thinks that is good. 

Karera wa kare no koi o tmtzm to minushita. 

They regarded his behavior as innocent, 

7, After word/clause that describes some other word 

77^y feDfi Iti&Tl' 

turn ikon to yobareru fere hi ye mu ya hayatte ima&u. 

A video game called Famicon is popular, 

ft tt * © BIT#* tz t £ tl £> * t 7U ifi -=> t e 

Watashi vvyj so no mac hi de saiko da to sareru haleru ni 

tomatta . 

I stayed at a hotel reputed to be the best in town. 

8, After noun/clause expressing criterion for comparison 

ktetz<nmi\± ft o © t H t T-fo 

A/w?ta a# tote' wa wotafAf gfl Artfto /to to onaji desu. 

Your watch is the same as the one that I bought. 

£ ©;£lift** f±i Lfc© i f to 

Kono hon wa watashi ga chuman shita no to chigaimasu. 
This book is not the one 1 ordered, 

9, After specific adverb/imitative word 
(to may be dropped) 

< 9{fc)g£LT < tLiJk/vfr* 

Motto yukkuri (to) hartashite kuremasen ka , 

Will you speak more slowly? 

Yopparai ga furafura (to) aruite itnasu yo. 

A drunk is staggering around, 

-* See also ha, koto y tarn, temo, to ka 
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to ka t & 

particle meaning: some kind of (things/persons/actions/states) 
like ..., mainly ... and... 

L Between nouns 

*Llin yftfrvvXil 

Wat as hi wa rokku to ka jazu o yoku kikimasu. 

I usually listen to (music like) rock and jazz. 

%ut 

Watashi wa tomu to ka maiku to yoku shitashii harms hi o 
shimasu, 

i usually have intimate talks mainly with people like Tom and 
Mike. 

2. After dictionary form of each of two successive verbs, fol¬ 
lowed by sum 

K«rH< ti'Lit* 

Hitori no toki wa terebi o mint to ka rekodo a kiku to ka 
shimasu . 

I watch television or listen to records w hen I'm alone. 

3. A her quoted statement 

(indicates a quotation of uncertain content) 

t i Ufc 0 

Kanojo wa shigoto o yameru to ka itte i mas him. 

She said something like she would quit her job, 

4. Followed by iu 

i}^^i ~k<T>X 0 
Yarnamoto-san to ka iu anna no hito kara denwa desu yo- 
Theres a telephone call lor you from a woman named some¬ 
thing like Ms. Yamamoto. 

-* See also ni, tan, to, to iii, ya 
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toki ni S$ i~ 

conjunction meaning: (at the time) when . . t , as , , M while, 
whenever, in case of 

Toki literally means "time” and ni "at,” Ni is sometimes omit¬ 
ted, replaced by wa, or followed by wa. 

1. After dictionary form of verb/adjective 

■54 M t-fir < ^[Hi $ i: ^Tv* § J 

Gaikoku ni tku toki ni wa torabemzu chek.hu o matte ikimastt , 
When 1 go abroad, I take traveler’s checks. 

to o to At /to vi4 r i ga/afte 

It began to snow as I was leaving home, 

it Q 

Watashi wa dokusho o sum toki wa ongaku o kikimasu. 

1 listen to music while reading books, 
ffiiWtS Q £ L*3V' a 
£te£akmj toft* /to ivei tojimari o shmasai. 

W hen you go out, make sure to lock the doors. 

"%£•€■ c Mr < 7 £f-$oTff § J Ln 0 

Kondo soke e iku toki ni wa ham era o matte iktrnasho. 

Let's take a camera with us the next time we go there. 

Atstd toki wa biirit ga umai. 

When it is hot, beer is tasty. 

t It < 4 !f 0 

Kare wa watashi ga kanashu toki ni wa if sumo hagemashite 
kuremasu. 
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He always cheers me up when I am sad. 

2.. After ta- form of verb/adjective 

Tv> i ^A ,V L fzo 

Wataski ga kita toki ni wa kanojo wa mada kite imasen 
de shit cl 

When I came, she had not yet arrived, 

L i to 

Komatta toki wa itsu demo o-tetsudai shimasu. 

I ll help you whenever you're in a bind. 

3 4jt*v'it n 

Shokuji o shit a toki ni wa “gpchiso-sarrm n to limasu. 

After having a meal we say, 'gochisd-samad' 

3. After noun + no 

Lfco 

WdtasAi wa rfatga&uffez no /oA:t ni tetewgafcw o jAite 

imashita < 

When I was a university student, I was specializing in philoso- 
phy. 

/ t#LtT?v > 0 

Ao/f /fa I'tvA/ ni wa kono akai botan o os kite kudasai. 

Push this red button in ease of fire. 

{bdi may replace toki when expressing “in case of 7 ) 

Kinkyu no toki ni wa derma o kudasai . 

Please call me up in case of emergency. 

4, After adjectival noun + na 

Z- itit&m £ (■: a S eftot 

Aore- wa Ai/^wyo-na tofc/ m yiyif ni tewtarffe JfcudJaiai. 

Please use this freely whenever you need it. 
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5. After (adjectival) noun + datta 

immn 

Watashi gagakusei datta toki ni wa jugyoryo wa yasukatta. 
When I was a student, the tuition was cheap. 

-> See also ato de, mae ni f tara, to, tsuide ni, uchi ni 


tokoro t ^ h 

noun meaning; a place, a point in time 

Followed by a particle or da/desu/datta/deshita it expresses: 
where somebody is, a place which is..be about to (do), be going 
to (do), on the verge of, in the middle of (some action or state), 
have just (done), have been (doing), just as, or nearly (did some¬ 
thing). 

L After noun expressing person + no 
Watashi no tokoro ni kite kudasai. 

Please come to the place w here 1 am. (Please come to me.) 

t *9 tto 

Tokyo ni itta toki wa ani no tokoro ni fomarimasu. 

When I visit Tokyo, I’ll stay at my older brother’s. 

2. After word expressing length of time/distance -f no 

it, 

Daigaku wa eki kara aruite jii go fun no tokoro ni arimasu. 
The university is at a place w r hich is fifteen minutes from the 
station on foot, (The university is a fifteen-minute walk from 
the station.) 
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^ c Iph$)5~5jt - 1' iUCO t >1 6Tio 

my; A;ofa? Aara yaku go hyaku me torn no takero 

desu. 

The post office is about live hundred meters from here. 

3, After dictionary form of verb 

Chodo s hi goto o owaru tokoro desu. 

I am just about to finish work, 

J niJftKid 0 efr < tz.h T*t 0 j 

“Doko e iku n desu ha." “Onsen ni tomari ni iku tokoro desu." 
“Where are you going?” “T'm about to go stay at a hot spring.” 

mss l tzmik-ki* mtfc&tz-z-cLtzo 

Derma shita roki kanojo wa ie a deru tokoro deshim. 

She was about to leave home when I called her* 

Shinkansen ni noriokureru tokoro deshita. 

We were on the verge of missing the shinkansen, 

U6tto 

hna sono koto ni t suite kanojo to harms kite iru tokoro desu. 

I am in the middle of talking to her about that now, 

4* After fa-form of verb 

h l -J T+o 

Chodo shokuji no junhi ga dekita tokoro desu. 

Dinner preparations have just been completed. 

Saki hodo tsuita tokoro desu . 

I arrived just now* 

mi £ tbtz t Z h i Ltzo 

Ginko o deta tokoro de kanojo ni aimashita. 
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I met her jus! as I went out of the batik. 

Ulnt LTV'fcfc h i L fZo 

Neyd to shite ita tokoro e den wa get kakatte kimashita « 
The telephone rang just as I was going to bed. 

5. After dictionary form of adjective 

Odsogashd tokoro, domo suimasen. 

I’m sorry to trouble you when you are busy. 


tokoro ga t C o f) 

conjunction meaning: but, however, and 

1. After ftj-form of verb 

M%£: Hzflktz t H iotv'i Lfz 0 

Katmono o ski ni kita tokoro ga mine ga shimatte imashita. 
i came to do my shopping, but the store was closed. 

i < tr# i Ltzo 

Yatte mita tokoro ga umaku ikimashita. 

! tried it, and it worked well, 

2. At the beginning of sentence 

LTfcirfc, bZZtfttzi&L-C < 

Kare ni o-kane o ka shite ageta. Tokoro ga mad a kae shite 
kurenaL 

1 lent him some money. But he has not relumed it to me yet. 

t Z gi -to 

Tokyo wa ii mac hi desit . Tokoro ga atsusugimasu* 

Tokyo’s a good town. But it’s too hot. 

-* See also daga, dakedo, ga (2), keredo(mo) 
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to shitemo £ L X t 

Conjunction meaning: even thoughAf, no matter . . . 

Tatoe may also be put at the beginning of the clause for 
emphasis. The to may be replaced by «i. 

1. Alter dictionary form of verb/adjective 

v > 0 

O-kane o matte iru to shitemo sonna takai mono o kattewa 
ikertai . 

Even though you have the money, you should not buy such an 
expensive thing. 

h & tr 0 

Tatoe nihongo ga muzukashii to shitemo akiramezu ni benkyd 
shite kudasaL 

Even if Japanese is difficult, continue studying and don't give 
up. 

2. After h a i-form of verb 

Tatoe iranai to shitemo shtharawanakereba ikemasen. 

Even if you don't need it, you must pay for it. 

3. A f te r ta - form of ve r b/adj ecti ve 

Tatoe mini ga okotta to shitemo akiramemasen < 

No matter what happens, 1 won’t give up. 

Kare ga sore o shimnakaita to shitemo sono ayamachi wa 
ytmtsarenaL 
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2. After /loi-fonn of verb 

# 4 v >fi~ ftii/ift- 

/fare ga dekinai to swr^Aa dare m shire morao. 

Assuming that he can’t, who shall we have do it? 

3, After to-form of verb/adjective 

Kare ga mo o isuita to sure ha kanojo ni mo tazuneru heki da. 
Assuming that he told a lie, you should ask her about it, too, 

4. After (adjectival) noun 4 da 

wa*%$L ti 1 1 ftiffir Srttjc. x <r> a h 1 0 

Kare ga sensei da to sure ha nani o oshiete irn no daro. 
Assuming that he is a teacher, I wonder what he is teaching, 
d Mfflfotl 11 ft \£FA ,* t> t Q 

Kare ga dame da to sureha donna mono ga yoi no daro. 
Assuming that this is no good, what kind of things will be 
good? 

5, At the beginning of sentence 

i&ttftff* <5 £-£A, 0 

AV/re wa &oz€ o Mto to toe totajw, 7V> sarefra, ana to ra tanoma- 
nakereha narimasen. 

He says that he has a cold, if that is the case, I have to ask a 
favor of you. 

-* See also ha, nara , tarn, to 


tote mo fe X i> 

adverb meaning: very, terribly, (not).. .at all, (not).. .possibly 


]. Before adjective/adjectival noun 


Copyrighted Material 


totemo -— to iu * 219 


Kyo wa totemo atsui de.su ne. 

*r 

Today is very hot, isn't it? 

% Z. fi t X & fcMftWk o Tfi Wt t 

-SVjAy? vra totemo kiken-tut node haittewa ikemasen. 
That place is very dangerous so you must not go in, 

2, Used with negative potential verb 

jramuja m vw; totemo gaman dekimasen. 

I can’t possibly put up with this cold, 

3. Used in statement expressing improbability 
(takes a negative verb) 

fcr 

Totemo mani au mikomi wa arimasen. 

There is no hope at all that we’] I make it in time, 
-►See also a mart, mattaku 


toiu ilV>9 

phrase meaning: of, called, saying that, the fact that 

L After noun in apposition to the following word 

&f£#P t V *i ISTft t-ffi A,T *\t to 

Watashi wa kobe to iu toshi ni sunde imasu. 

I live in a city called Kobe. (T live in the city of Kobe.) 
$cM t ^7 t o 

Sato to iu hito ga ai ni kite imam. 

A Mr, Sato is here to see you, 

2. Alter statement in apposition to the following word 

C t V^ fil b ^ * * V * r ® A, 
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Kanojo wa kare ga buji da to iu ski rase o kiite yorokonda. 
She was happy to hear the news that he was ah right. 

3. After statement, followed by no/koto 
(nominal izes the preceding statement) 

Kare ga kekkon shita to iu no wa homo desu . 

It is true that he got married, 

Kanojo ga nyuin shite iru to iu koto o shine imasu ka. 

Do you know that she is in the hospital? 

-* See also koto , no, to 


tsuide ni ov*“CtI 

phrase meaning: on the way, while . . incidentally 


This phrase implies that some opportunity is taken advantage of 
in order to do something else, 

L After dictionary form of verb 

SMtMt < b t;AhTT?v^ 

Ginko e ikii tsuide ni kono tegarni o posuto ni irete kudasaL 
Please mail this letter on your way to the bank, 
n-t — Lx io 

Kohii o nomu tsuide ni keki mo tahemasho. 

While we re drinking coffee, let's have some cake, too. 

2. After /a-forrn of verb 

LfZo 

Kare ni atta tsuide ni sore o tanomimashita, 

I asked him to do it since I met him. 
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Eiga o mi ni itta tsuide ni kaimono o shite kimashita. 

While I went (out) to see a movie I did my shopping, 

3. After noun + no 

Mi o#t v v \z=g<nfe Ao r# i t * 0 

Ryoko no tsuide ni mukashi no yujin ni atte kimashita. 

I met my old friend while traveling, 

4, At the beginning of sentence 

t X&% it c 

Tsuufc /ii /n'toteu dai/t-rai iofo o i/te o&r/naHi. 

While 1 am at it, let me tell you one important thing, 

-► See also toki ni 


tsumori desu o t Y) X~t 

phrasb meaning: be going to, intend to, plan to, mean to, expect 
(somebody) to, think/fancy that 

Tsumori is a noun expressing intention, expectation, or fancy. It 
can also be used with de. 


1. After dictionary form of verb 

Nihon de wa donna shigoto o sagasu tsumori desu ka, 

What kind of job do you intend to look for in Japan? 

m*fz< fj-ci-o 

isshokenmei hataraite o-kane o takas an iameru tsumori desu. 
1 plan to work hard and save a lot of money, 

i)tL tzo 

Kono s hash in wa kanojo ni ageru tsumori deshita. 
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1 intended to give this photograph to her. 

Y) |±* Y) 

Kizutsukeru tsumori wa arimasen deshita, 

1 didn't mean to hurt you. 

Y) x* a$If£rM5ii l?2« 

Shorten wa nihon ni sumu tsumori de nihongo o benkyd shita. 
The boy studied Japanese with the intention of living in Japan. 

2, After nai -form of verb 

Watashi wa kotoshi no natsu wa doko ni mo ikanai tsumori 
desu. 

I have no intention of going anywhere this summer. 

3. After dictionary form of adjective 

j&mo/o wfl Jibuti tfe wa kawaii tsumori de iru. 

She fancies herself to be cute. 

4 „ A f ter ta - form of ve rb/ adj ect i ve 

4 *) tt^o 

Gftonto Aaito fsumoW ifesu g«. 

I thought that 1 wrote it properly, but . . . (didn’t I?) 

Sore Jt jubun yokatta tsumori desu ga. 

I thought it was good enough, but, , . (wasn't it?) 

5. After noun + no 

*) * 

Kare wa geijutsuka no tsumori de itnasu. 

He fancies himself an artist. 

Y) TWiCt £ LfcWTti'o 
A t/// /in fru/iwz t/^ jfo«rt£i Aafo o j/u'fu tfcw At/. 
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With what intention did you do such a thing? 

6. After adjectival noun + naJdatta 

f) T*v*& 0 

JEarera wa kinben-na tsumuri de iru. 

They fancy themselves diligent. 

E-5 + * W £ ofcotO^ito 

JEiare wa Jitrw no ga fte/inm r/cr/Zf/ Hsi/wiori F>no.vw 
He thinks it was wise of him to do so, 

-+ See also toki ni 


tte o X 

Informal particle (used mostly but not exclusively by women) 
that emotionally emphasizes the subject or object noun, a quoted 
statement, or a concessive clause 

1. After subject/object 

(used in place of wa to emphasize the subject/object) 

v d Atti3 0 

Maiku-tte tote mo omoshiroi hito desu ne. 

Mike is a very interesting man, isn't he? 

.A no jiko~tie hare ga okoshita n desu yo. 

That accident—be caused it, you know. 

2r After dictionary form of verb 
(makes verb into noun equivalent) 

Sfirfiiot tr ITfr L^Xtfo* 

Kanji o ohoera-tie muzukashii desu ne. 

Memorizing kanji is difficult, isn’t it? 
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3. After fa-form of verb 
(expresses concessive clauses) 

i 0 

Ima goto kizuita-tte mo osoi yo. 

Noticing now is really too late. 

4. After quoted statement 

(a verb after -He is often omitted when it is obvious) 

-to J Pfr**v»oT?J 

"Kanojo wa ikanai-tte ittema.su yo” “Ikanai-tteT 
“She says she won’t go” *\She won't go? (Really?)" 

Zettai ni yoku naru-tte. 

No doubt it wilI get better. 

-► See also no , koto , to, wa 


uchi de/kara 1 ^ “C /frh 

phrase meaning: among, between, of 

Uchi can be replaced with naka. 

1. After noun + no 

Karera no uchi de dare ga nihongo o hanasemasu ka. 

Which of them can speak Japanese ? 

3W*> 0 % feff S 4« 3 

San sa&u an uirAi ftara suki-na hono issatsu erande kudasctU 

Please choose your favorite book among the three. 

► See also aida ni 
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uchi ni '} ^11 

conjunction oti PHRASE MEANING: within, during, in (some state), 
out of, while, before (with a negative) 

When it follows a verb, the main clause will state something 
that should be done in a hurry. 

1, After noun + no 

<on hi' B 1 0 

Sukagetsu no uchi ni nihongo ga hanasent yd ni naru desho. 
You'll be able to speak Japanese within a few months. 
m<ni % tto 

Asa no uchi ni shuppatsu no juttbt o shite okimasu. 

Ill finish my preparations for the departure during the morn¬ 
ing. 

s$< 

Kokkai wa konran no uchi ni heikai shita. 

The National Diet closed in the midst of confusion, 

tt ft 1 ¥ © 1 13 * n |i-ifc t * A o 

Kare wa ichi nen no uchi san kagetsu wa shigoto de ie ni 
imasen. 

He is away from home on business three months a year. 
ini is dropped when a definite number is stated) 

\5hjDn X to kpik&x- Ltz o 

Jii go nin no uchi ju nin ga josei de shita. 

Ten out of fifteen persons were female. 

2. After dictionary form of verb/adjective 

-) ii " 0 

Nan demo dekiru uchi ni yatte oku no ga it to omoimasu. 
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sentence, something that is contrasted with some other thing, 
something that is singled out for special attention 

Wa cannot be used in a relative clause, and is rarely used in 
other subordinate clauses (conditional/concessive clauses) when 
it has already been used to introduce a word as the topic of the 
whole sentence or the main clause. 

interrogative words such as nani or dare may not be followed 
by wa because they cannot he a topic themselves, Note that the 
particle wa is expressed by Ji T not by fo. 

1. After subject 

(The predicate after wa only describes one attribute of the 
subject; therefore, the existence of the subject needs to be 
already known to the hearer. Ga, on the other hand, tells 
complete information about a subject at the time of speaking. 
The subject in a subordinate clause must be indicated by ga.) 

-5!In 

Kanojo wa daigakusei desu. Eigo a henkyo shite imasu. 

She is a college student. She is studying English, 

ii LfZo 

Ana hito ga pom desu. Kare wa amerika kara kimash da. 

That man is Paul. He came from America, 

K -f 7 SUTT 0 

Kare ga katta karuma wa doitsu-sei desu . Tote mo it kuruma 
desu. 

The car that he bought is German-made. Ids a very nice one. 

n 4^3 p <D \ifr T T L o T & * L v* X* 

To 
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1Vihongo o masutd sum no wa muzukashii desu. Demo 
tanoshii desu. 

It is difficult to master Japanese, But it’s fan, 

2. After object 

( When the object of a verb is indicated by wa „ the subject of the 
verb must be indicated by ga and placed alter the object + wa, 
except when it is expressed in contrast with another subject.) 

ClWMivy fJLT < & likfrt 

L fZc 

Kona hon wa mari ga kind has hue k a ret a n desu ga, mo 
yomimashita. 

Mari lent this hook to me yesterday, and fve already read it 

K\tbiri'L + 

A/ o 

Eigo wa nihonjin ga oboeru ni wa muzukashisugiru homo 
shiremasen. 

It may be too difficult for Japanese to learn English. 

3. After topic of sentence 

x - y l.ifijmi £ V-f 

Supdtsu wa nani ga suki desu ka, 

Talking about sports, what do you like? (What sports do you 
like?) 

Michiko-san wa kami ga kirei desu ne. 

As for Michiko, her hair is beautiful, isn’t it? (Michiko has 
beautiful hair, doesn't she?) 

4. After each of two contrasted words 

Kyd wa s hi goto o yasumimasu ga, as a wa kanarazu hatara- 
kimasa. 
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Today I’ll take off from my job, but tomorrow Til be sure to 
work. 

/tore ww /Aw so desw go, watosAi wo wakarimasen. 

He says that he will go. but J don’t know (whether I will go or 
not). 

(the contrasted word is sometimes not stated) 

®v*i-d;A, 0 

Kare wa tahako wa suimasen. 

He doesn’t smoke (but he may drink), 

mmusmmm&i t+ 9 

Wafas hi wa mainkhi san jikan wa benkyo shimasu. 

J study at least three hours every day (and sometimes longer). 

5, After noun + de, adjectival noun + de/ni, or Aw-form of adjec¬ 
tive 

(a word to be contrast]vely negated is first introduced with wa) 

Zti *) i-£/ Vo 

Kore wa wataski no kahiui de wa arimasen. 

This is not my bag. 

v ) f 

Kanojo wa hyoki de wa arimasen. 

She is not sick. 

Sore wa kantan ni wa dekimasen. 

You can + t do it easily, 

tt&t) UtA, o 

Kono tokei wayasuku wa arimasen. 

This w r atch is not cheap. 

6. After panicle 

(the word preceding the particle is usually contrasted with 
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some other word that is not stated) 

LTTSv^ 

Koko de wa shizuka ni shite kudasat. 

Please keep quiet here. (You can talk somewhere else.) 

Ano fukuyori wa kono ho ga H 

This dress is better than that one. (But possibly there is a better 
one.) 

lost-ettfp tftftr t 

in /i maJe wa I ere hi o mitemo yoroshii. 

You may watch television until ten o’clock (but no later). 

ito 

Kore kara wa ganbarimasu. 

From now on 1'11 do my best (since I’ve been lazy). 

tfoo 

Tokyo de wa bukka ga takasugtmasu ne. 

In Tokyo prices are too high, aren't they? 

-*■ See also dewa (lb ga (I) 


wake t>irf 

NOUN MEANJNO: the reason why/for 

It can be replaced with its synonym riyu. 

J, After dictionary or nai- form of verb/adjective 
El ^& to*tl±a i)> 

Nihon go o manabu wake wa kyomi ga am kara desu. 

The reason why I learn Japanese is that I am interested in it. 
2, Used in idiomatic expression (may not be replaced by riyu) 
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(followed by ni wa ikanai , meaning ‘"should not 1 ') 

Anata ga shinai nara watashi mo sum wake ni wa ikimasen 
If you don’t do it, 1 shouldn’t either; 

(followed by de wa naL meaning +4 ii doesn't necessarily mean 
that”) 

Ami to ga iv arid wake dewa nai. 

It doesn’t mean that you are wrong. 

t 0 i-tirA-o 
Subere ana fa ni sansei sunt wake dewa arimasen 
It doesn't mean that 1 quite agree with you. 

(followed by dafdesu, meaning “it's natural that/’ “that's 
why") 

't faTA A, Tl b It 

minna atsumatte iru wake desu ne. 

That’s why they are all gathering, isn’t it? 

3. After nadform of verb 

tt* fc 4 V* to 11Klift # i A,* 

Kanojo o tetsudawanai wake ni wa ikimasen. 

I should not keep from helping her. (I have to help her.) 

4. After fa-form of verb/adjective 
f±4£ £ ^sbfz fc> tt m ^< & b £ 

Sfogofa t> yameta wake wa iitaku arimasen. 

I don't w ant to tell you why I quit my job. 

1 4 L#o fzfr^ifrrr'O t LfZo 

Kodomo ga otonashikalta wake ga wakarimashita. 

1 understand why the child was quiet. 

■J&-T L fe * * L k W E L *> \f-Cit t>!) tit 

A/ Q 
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Kanarazushimo anata no atarashii teian ni doi shita wake 
dew a arimasen. 

I don't necessarily agree to your new proposal. 

Sore de okareta wake desa ne . 

That's why you were late, isn't it? 

5. After adjectival noun + na 

^ mm * £ t l x a & <=> tz Q 

Kate ga zutto kenko-m wake wa hayane hayaoki o shite iru 
kara da. 

The reason why he remains healthy is that he always goes to 
bed early and gets up early. 

?IJ iz ■£-^ ^ t> itT* J £ £> 0 £ *£ho 
Bet su ni sore ga kirai-na wake dew a arimasen. 

It doesn’t mean that l particularly hate it. 

Sore dewa taihen-na wake da. 

If that is the case, it will of course be difficult. 

6. After (adjectival) noun + datta 

Watashi tachi wa zutto mukanshin datta wake dewa arimasen. 
We were not necessarily indifferent throughout. 

■f'9 t 1 0 0 'll t? ft tfy ti o tz fo (■1 T 5 't fe o 
So itt jija de shakyaku teki datta wake desa ne. 

You have a good reason to have been passive under the circum¬ 
stances, 

wo i 

+ See o 
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Watashi wa kaze ni kakariyasuL 
I am prone to catching colds, 

ttfifttrfcS.*? *+ < 

W43 nomu to okoriyasuku tiara. 

He is apt to get angry when he drinks. 
ZfDjjj- 7 I+ 

Aono kmera wa afsafaityaMJ. 

This camera is easy to handle. 

ffifiSL < 4' \>t^XX'to 

Kare wa shitashiku nariya&ui into desu * 

He is a man who is easy to make friends with. 
* See also nikui 


yd ffl 

suffix meaning: suitable for, for (. . . use) 

1, After noun 

Kono hon wa shoshinsha yd de.su. 

This book is suitable for beginners, 

(no may be used between yd and the noun it modifies) 

t.&m {Oy)\m\\±^^ Atfr* 

Katei yo (no) senzui wa ah man u ka. 

Do you have detergent for home use? 

Tozanyd (no) kut.su o kaimashita ka. 

Did yon buy shoes for mountain climbing? 
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yo desu <£ T T’i~ 

predicative phrase meaning: seem to, look like, be likely to, such 
as, like, as, such .«. as, to the effect 

It is used to express a supposition the speaker makes based on 
observation, Its adjectival form is yd-na and its adverbial form is 
yd nL 

1. After diedonary form of v erb/adj ec d v e 

Kare wa gaikoku e ryoko ni iku yd desu. 

He looks like he will travel abroad (because he is carry ing his 
suitcase). 

L ^ ‘ l') Tt 0 

Sana shiken wa yasashiiyd desu. 

The examination seems easy (since many people passed it), 

m&i i 1 i/zo 

Kano} a wa s hi goto o yameru yd-na koto o iue imashita* 

She said that she might quit her job, (I heard so), 

i> o 

Motto yaku ni tatsu yd-no dogu o kainasai. 

You should buy more useful tools, 

d J: ^ [zii n t < L J: 

■% 

So no keikaku wa anata ga omou yd ni wa umaku ikanai deshd. 
That plan will probably not work as well as you expect, 

2, After jwai-fomi of verb/adjective 

& 4H h * V' £ 1 Tt* 

Kanojo wa mini mo shiranaiyd desu. 
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Arto yo-na utsukushii kimono o mita koto ga arimasen, 
I've never seen such a beautiful kimono, 

-► See also desho, marude, mitau rashii so desu 


yo ni X l U 

adverbial phrase meaning: so as to, in order to, so that... (can) 

This yd n/ differs from the adverbial form of yd desu mentioned 
above. The word or words before yd ni express a wish, 

1. After dictionary form of verb 

x d < b h 2MS * g L tt s 

Wat as hi ni mo wakaru yd ni yukkuri nihongo o hanashite 
kudos a i 

Please speak Japanese more slowly so that I can understand 
you too. 

2, After nai-f *brm of verb 

m f tS Xmtl * < fflSI LtLxio 

Hikdki ni okurenai yo ni hay aka shuppatsu shimashd. 

Let's start early so as not to be late for the plane. 

-* See also naru, no ni , tame ni 


yo ni suru X 1 t2 ~jr h 

predicative phrase meaning: make sure that, take care that, try to 
(do), make it a rule to (do) 

The progressive form yd ni shite iru expresses an habitual 
action. 
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1. After dictionary form of verb 

XilZ UTTSV^ 

Ajm ku ji made ni koko ni kuru yd ni shite kudasai. 

Please make sure that you come here by nine tomorrow. 

ioSlifftfiBS X n t- i~ c 

Kano gora wa hay an e hayaoki o sum yd ni shite imasu 
Recently 1 am going to bed and getting up early. 

ilzLito 

Mainichi kanji o mitts ti oboeru yd ni shimasu. 

HI make it a rule to leam three kanji every day. 

2. After Ha/-form of verb 

i 0 ICLTTSK 

Basu ni okurenai yd ni shite kudosai. 

Please make sure that you don’t miss the bus. 

-►See also sum 

yo ni ill X 0 tCH X 

predicative phrase meaning: tell (somebody) to (do something) 

1, After dictionary form of verb 

i. ■) t'WV’S Lfc 0 

Kino kanojo ni kyd no san ji ni koko e kuru yo ni iimashita. 
Yesterday I told her to come here at three o’clock today. 

2. After nai-fo rm of verb 

-5 £v‘«> 

Kare ni amari nomanai yd ni iinasai 
Tell him not to drink too much. 

(replacing tanomu with iu changes the meaning to l< ask [some¬ 
body] to [do someth mgr) 
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When used toward a person of higher status or to whom one 
wishes to show respect, it should be followed by desu. 

1. After noun + de 

Sore de yoroshii desu. 

That will do, 

KM?< mzzotgxxz 

Eki e iku no ni kono michi de yoroshii desu ka. 

Is this the right street to the station? 

2. After interrogative word + demo 

v'ot fc x h L^-c-rio 

Its it demo yoroshii desu yo. 

Any time will be all right, 

Doeftira yoroshii desu. 

Either will do, 

3. After /e-form of verb (+ mo) 

Denwa o tsukattemo yoroshii. 

You may use the telephone, 

A7P kaette yoroshii desu ka. 

Is it all right if I go home now? 

^ Wot (&) £% L't'if'tfra 

Koko de tabaka o suite (mo) yoroshii desu ka . 

Is it all right if I smoke here? 

T^i>TfroT (t) ± 6 io 
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Basutei made /suite i tie (m o) yoroshii desu yo , 

I'd be glad to accompany you to the bus stop, 

4. After ta-form of verb + ho ga 

Lv’-ei-J ; 0 

Yameta ho ga yoroshii desu yo. 

[t would be belter to stop it. 

5, In conditional ki-form 

± b ± -ti- A. J&'o 

Yorosllikereba eiga o mi ni ikimasen ka. 

If you feel like it, would you like to go to a movie? 

> See also ho ga iL temo it 


mm o enai i % 4 ^ 11 

predicative phrase meaning: cannot help (doing), cannot help but 
(do), be obliged to (do), have no choice but to (do) 

1, After the stem of ran'-form of verb 

mmnt&nn i * s h in t 

Watashi wa ryoko sum keikaku oakiramemru o e mason, 

I am obliged to give up the plan to take a trip. 

ft. t iifeb £*£ £f#i -tbArC t 

Are ni wa warawazaru o emasen do shit a. 

I could not help laughing at that. 

Karera ni kyoryoku sezaru a enai . 

I have no choice but to cooperate with them. 

(note the irregular stem of suru is se) 
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zenzen 

adverb meaning: (not) at all, (not) in the least, (not) a bit, (not) 
anything, entirely, completely 

I „ Used with negative 
{total negation) 

Nihongo wa z^nzen kakemosen. 
j cannot write in Japanese at all. 

Sana koto ni tsuite wa zenzen shirimasen. 

I know nothing at all about it. 

i^fo tzzt t 

Kanojo no it la koto wa zenzett ki ni shite imasen. 

I don’ t care a bit about what she said. 

2. Used with affirmative 

a * ^ w t msoa- c 11 w t to 

Araara /w koto wa kare no in koto to zenztitt chigaimasu. 
What you say is entirely different from what he says. 

+ See also marude, mattaku 


zu ni f 1 - 

phrase meaning: without (doing), not (do something) but (do 
another thing) 

It is equivalent to nat de . 


L After the stem ofnai-form of verb 

r t: x ' F £ v ^ 
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Aktramezu ni ganbatte kitdasai. 

Do your best arid don’t give up, 

b £A& C t fi'CS i-ti: 

C7?iA#tf0 o miyezw ni A#(/o ni /jairw Jfcoto wa dekimasen* 

You cannot enter the hall without showing the ticket. 

'C ^fz a 

Kare wa ben kyo mo sezu ni asorsde ita. 

He was playing and didn't study. 

(note the irregular stem of suru is se) 

2. Followed by the verb sumu 

(meaning “can manage without [doing]/’ “not have to [do]”) 

ffiffr 6 && fcft 1} r fc *t & * 1 Vto 

Ginkb kara o-kane o karizu ni $u mi so de.su, 

I Looks like well manage without borrowing money from the 
bank. 

e>t Tifji’-f e-rbt 

Wazowaza tokyo made ikazu ni sumimashita. 

I didn’t have to make a special trip to Tokyo, 

-* See also nai 
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ADJECTIVAL NOUNS (also known as ^-adjectives) 

Words in this category can function as adjectives, adverbs, or less 
often* as ordinary nouns in the subject or object of a sentence. 

Adjectival Noun Forms 

Most adjectival nouns are followed by -na before a noun they modify* 
though some are followed by no (refer to List of Common Adjectival 
Nouns below). When used as adverbs, or as complements that de¬ 
scribe the subject or object, they are followed by ni. 


NOU N FORM ADJ ECU VE FOR M 

shinsetsu (kindness) shinsetsu-na (kind) 


kirei (beauty) 
byodo (equality) 
jiyu (freedom) 
muda (waste) 


kirei-na (beautiful) 
byodo no (equal) 
jiyu-na (free) 
muda-na (was tefu 1) 


ADVERB FORM 

shinsetsu ni (kindly) 
kirei ni (beautifully) 
byodo ni (equally) 
jiyu ni (freely) 
muda ni (wastefully) 


1. NOUN FORM 

Watashi wa motto jiyu ga hoshii. 

I want more freedom, 

A man no muda wa sakemikereha nartinai. 

We have to avoid too much waste, 

2. ADJECTIVE FORM 

Kate lea shinsetsu-na hito desu ne. 

He is a kind person, isn't he? 

Date demo koko dewa byodo no kenri ga ant. 

Everybody has equal rights here. 

3. ADVERB FORM 

Kare wa watashi tachi ni shin sets a ni shite kuremashita. 
He treated us kindly. 

Kano shashin wa kirei ni to rete imasu. 

This photograph is taken beautifully. 

4. AS COMPLEMENT 

Kanojo wa tote mo kirei ni narimashita . 
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tekito-na suitable, appropriate, proper 

tokubetsu-na §(!(&) special, particular, exceptional 
tokui-na 4') strong (point of ability), in one's line 
tozen no natural, reasonable 

yukai-na 1fetfe{4) pleasant, enjoyable 
yumei-na $j (4) famou s, well-know n, noted 

yush u-na ffi # (4) ex cel lent, sir perior 
zettai no absolute, unconditional 

zeitaku -nu if ^ 1 fz < (4) lux uri ous t ex travaga n t 


Borrowed (foreign) adjectives can also be dealt with as other Japa¬ 
nese adjectival nouns, 
deriketo-na "T [ ) A f - - h (4) delicate 
gojasu-na Lf— >^X(4') gorgeous 
hotto-na ^ y h (4) hot 
hansamu-na (4) handsome 

ADJECTIVES (also known as /-adjectives) 

/-adjectives are used to modify nouns which directly follow them, but 
are also used as predicates and thus can be conjugated. They conju¬ 
gate depending on the word following and their function in the 
sentence. 

Adjective Forms 

Note that the adjective type of auxiliaries (dai, -nai, and -rashii) 
conjugate in the same manner as /-adjectives. 

1. DICTIONARY FORM 
■ As non-past predicate 
(Adding desu at the end makes it polite.) 

Kono rydri wa taihert oishii desu . 

This dish is very tasty. 

(Used as a present predicate in a quotation, desu does not 
follow.) 
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Anofuku wa yasui to omoimasu. 

1 think that dress is cheap. 

{In questions in direct speech, desu is used before ka or ne, 
while in questions in reported speech, desu is not used before 
[no\ ka.) 

Raishu no nichiy&bi wa tsogashii desu ka. 

Are you busy next Sunday? 

Kyd wa memo atsui desu ne. 

It’s very hot today, isn't it? 

Kanojo ni do re go ii (no) ka tazuneyd. 

I will ask her which is good. 

* As attributive adjective, modifying noun directly following 
Watashi wa memo takai ka trier a o kmmashita. 

I bought a very expensive camera. 

■ As presumptive predicate, followed by desho/kamoshirenai 
Ashita wa samut desho. 

ft will probahly be cold tomorrow, 

Kono tabemon o wafurui kam os hire nai. 

This food may be stale. 

■ Preceding the following words and phrases, dealt with in Part 1: 
aula, dake, desho, desu, dokoro de (wa) nai , dokoroka, hazu 
desu t hazu ga nai, ho, hodo, kagiri, kamashirenai, kara, 
keredo(mo), koto , mitai (2), mono, na> rngara, nara, ni chigai 
nut , ni mo kakawarazu, no, node, no desu, no ni, rashii, so desu, 
to, toki ni, tokoro, to shitemo , to sureba, tsumori desu, uchi ni, 
wake, yd desu, yori 

2. KU -FORM 

This form is made by replacing the final -i with -ku. It is used in 
making the ft 1 -form and negative form, and functions in the 
various ways listed below. 
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* As adverb 

Kare wa itmmo isogashiku ugokimawatte imam. 

He is always busily moving about. 

Watashi tat hi wa kyd tanoshiku gogo o sugoshimashita. 
We spent this afternoon pleasantly. 


* Decribing the subject or object as a result of change 
Kanojo wa utsukushiku narimashita. 

She became beautiful. 

Watashi o kanashiku sasenaide kudasai. 

Please don't make me sad. 

a Preceding the following words and phrases, dealt with in Part I: 

arimasen, nai, nakereha ikenai, nakereha ruiranai, nctkutemo 
yak want, .sura, te, temo it 

3. NAt -FORM 

This form expresses the non-past negation. It is made by 
adding -nai to the £u-fonm Nat in turn conjugates like an i- 
adjective. 

DJCT. FORM A’AZ-FORM (PLAIN) VAJ-FOKM (POLITE) 

muzukashii muzukashiku nai mitzukashiku nai desu 

samui samukit nai samuku nai desu 

* The functions are exactly the same as those of the dictionary 
form above, as nai is the dictionary form of the adjective nai. 
The rtaTform can he followed hy any words or phrases that 
follow the dictionary form. 

Kyd wa amari samuku nai desu ne. 

Today isn't very cold, is it? 

Waruku not to omoimasu. 

1 think it is not bad, (J don’t think it is bad.) 
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Amari muzukashiku tun hon a katta ho ga it desu 

II would be better for you to buy a book that is not very difficult. 

Kanojo no in koto wa tadashiku nai desho. 

Probably what she says is not right, 

4. TA -FORM 

This form expresses past states and states that have continued 
up to the time of speaking. It is made by replacing the final -/ 
with -katta (affirmative) or by adding nakatta to the fcw-form 
(negative). 

D!CT. FORM PLAIN PAST (AFF.) PLAiN PAST (NHG.) 

yol yo katta yoku nakatta 

isogashii isogashikatta isogas hiku nakatta 

* As simple past predicate 

(Adding desu after the adjectve makes it polite.) 

Warns hi wa motto yukkuri shUakatia desu, 

] wanted to stay longer. 

(In a quotation, desu is not used.) 

Kanojo wayoku nakatta to itte imashita* 

She said it was not good. 

(In questions in direct speech, desu is used before ka or ne , 
while in questions in reported speech, desu is not used before 
[no] ka.) 

Kyd wa tote mo mmukatta desu ne. 

It was very coid today, wasn't it? 

Kare ni nani gayokatia no ka kikanakatta. 

1 didn’t ask him w r hat was good (about it). 

* Expressing state which has continued up to the time of speaking 
Nihon go wa watasht n i wa totemo oboenikukatta desu. 
Japanese has been very difficult for me to learn. 
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1 See also sore ni , te in Pari I 

6, SA-FORM 

This form expresses a present or past condition. 

It is made by replacing the final -i with - kerehcL The negative of 
the 6a-form is made by adding -nakereba (fca-form of nat) to the ku- 
form. A future condition is expressed by the deform + nareba. 

DICT. FORM if,A'FORM NEG. OF &4-F0RM 

warm warukereba waruku nakereba 

isogashii isogashikereba isogashiku nakereba 

Tenki ga warukereba enki shimmho. 

If the weather is bad, let’s postpone it. 

Anata no ta sake ga nakereba dekimasen deshita. 

Without your help, I couldn’t have done it. 

ima isogashiku nakereba a-ha n as hi shitai no desu ga. 

If you are not busy now, I would like to talk with you, 

* See also ba, nam „ tara , to in Part I 

7, TARA-FORM 

This form expresses a present condition. 

It is made by adding -tara to the stem of the to-form. The negative 
of the fara-form is made by adding -nakattara (tara-form of - nai) to 
the Aw'form. A past condition is expressed by the fa-form + no nara p 
and a future condition by the ku- form + nattara. 

DICT. FORM TA/M-FORM NEG, OF JARX-FORM 

takui takakattara takaku nakattara 

samui samukattara samuku nakattara 
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Kenji is the youngest of The three. 

Kona naka de dot e ga mottomo yai desu ka. 
Which is the best of them? 


I i. EQUIVALENT DEGREE COMPARISON 

To onaji kurat/gurai, which literally means “to the extent of 
similarity," is used in the affirmative, and hodo in the negative, 
Katakana wa hiragana to onaji kurai oboeru no ga muzu- 
kashii. 

Katakana is as difficult as hiragana to learn, 

Watashi wa kare hodo kashikokit arimasen. 

I am not as clever as he, 

• Comparison of adjectival nouns and adverbs is made in the 
same manner as above 

■ See also ho, hodo, kurai mottomo, yon in Pari I 


List of Common Adjectives 

abunai fe&k* dangerous 

akarui bright, cheerful 

amai sweet, superficially optimistic, not strict 

atarashii Sr La* new, fresh, up-to-date 

at a taken warm 

OtSUt hot 

buatsui thick, bulky 

chiisai d'£ ^' small, low (of volume) 

chikai ifr 1 near, close 

fund fir* old (not used of humans) 

futoi jfcl* fat, bold 

hay at fast, quick, rapid, speedy, prompt 

hayed early 

hazukashii shy, bashful 
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hiroi wide, broad, spacious, vast 

kosoi thin, slender 

ii good, nice, fine, right, suitable 

isogashii 'ft L ^ 1 busy 

itai 1 painful, sore 

kanashii SfiLV* sad, sorrowful 

karui St 0 light, slight (of illness) 

kashikoi L C ^ smart, clever, wise 

katai frtz f 1 stiff, tight, hard 

kawaii lovely, cute, tiny 

kitanai dirty, foul, nasty 

kowai i&V^ afraid, fearful 

kura i 1® V ^ dark, gloo my 

mijikai ‘ short, brief 

muzukaskii difficult, troublesome 

nagai i£v> long 

nai 4' V ^ there is not, does not exist 

nemui flftt- 1 sleepy, drowsy 

nikui C < l* hateful, hard (to do) 

oishii ^V' 1 Lv* tasty, delicious 

okash ii $5 i ) v L ^ * f u n ny, crazy, i m pro per 

omoi M ^ v heavy, sen ou s (of i 11 ness) 

omoshirot M fl V > interesting, amusing. enjoyable 

oi many, much, numerous, frequent 

okii A# V* big, large, loud, tail 

osorosfiii fearful, terrible, horrible 

otonashii £5 c tz L- obedient, tame, well-behaved, quiet 

sabishii S L lonely 

samui chilly, cold (of the weather) 

semai pEv* narrow, small 

subarashii 'h LV 1 wonderful, excellent, marvelous, splendid 
sukunai ' f P £: Va few, a little 
suzushii Si L V 1 cool (of the weather) 
tadashii ihLV* correct, accurate, right 
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totsuzen suddenly, abruptly, unexpectedly 
zenbu ifeSB all 

zenzen (not) at all, completely 

(The above can be used as adjectives as well, by adding no before the 
noun they modify.) 

Ku* form of Adjectives Used as Ad verbs 

hayaku ( early, fast, quickly, rapidly 

hidoku V s if < badly, severely, terribly 
kuwashiku L ( in detail 
mijikaku A I "Lii* briefly 

sugoku ~f ' < terribly, awfully 

Adjectival Nouns + M, Used as Adverbs 

gutaitekini concretely, definitely 

hontoni really, truly 

jiyuni A ftl (I freely 

jozuni _b#El skillfully 

kantan ni easiIy 

omoni it" chiefly, mainly 

Onomatopoeic Words (+ To), Used as Adverbs 

(The following are words that imitate sound or voice, called giseigo.) 

dokidoki (to) if 1* if S ( t ) (heart beats) fast 

gay a gay a (to) fff :t ( t) (talk) noisily 

zaza (to) i^i} e ( t ) (rain) heavily 

Mimicry Words {+ To J, Used as Adverbs 

(The following are words that imitate action or movement, called 
gitaigo.) 

kotsukotsu (to) COCO ( h ) (work) steadily 
nikoniko (to) EC C El C ( t .) smilingly 
wakuwaku (to) t? < fc> < (t) excitedly 
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CONJUNCTIONS 
To Conned Nouns 

1. TO 

* Between noons: . + * and ., . 

Walashi wa tetiisu to sukii ga tokui desu. 

I am good at tennis and skiing. 

2. YA 

* Between nouns: , . t and , + . 

Mima-na toki wa shinbun ya zasshi o yomimasu. 

When I’m free, I read things such as newspapers and maga¬ 
zines. 

3. MO 

* After each noun: .., and (also)... 

Kano jo wa nihongo mo chugokugo mo hanashimasu. 

She speaks Japanese and also Chinese fboth Japanese and Chi¬ 
nese), 

4. KA 

* Between nouns: *., or + . , 

Kohii ka o-cha o nomiiai. 

I want to drink coffee or green tea. 

To Connect Sentences 

1. COMMON CONJUNCTIVE WORDS 

daga fdtf but, however (written language) 
dakara fzti'h and so, therefore, that's why 
dew a "CJi then, if so (informal form is ja) 
keredo{mo ) 1 t tL t! £> but (in formal) 
shikashi L f)' L but (formal) 

sorekara *tivfrh and, and then, after that, since then 
soreni moreover, besides 
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toki (ni) ((• 1) when 


COUNTERS 

Japanese uses various counters, depending on the nature or shape of 
the object being counted. 

List of Common Counters 

bat fB times (multiplicative number) 
ban iff No. ( number or ranking) 
banme f(ordinal number) 
dal o vehicles or machines 
doru K JV dollars 

en | J ] yen 

fun if minutes 

gat sit R months (of the year) 

hat AF cups or glasses 

htki !£ small animals, fish. worms, or insects 
hon $ long objects like sticks, bottles, etc. 
ft Nf o'clock 
jikan hours 

ka H days (of the month, from the second to the tenth) 

kagetsu $ fl Enonths (as the unit) 

kai Jn] times (frequency) 

kiro o kilometers or kilograms 

ko jH objects of small, round, or non-specific shape 

mat tfc thin or flat objects, like paper, boards, slices, etc. 

tien ^ years (as the date and unit) 

nichi 0 days (lor one day or more than ten days, or for days of the 
month after the tenth) 
nin A persons 
sai years old 

satsu # books, volumes 
shitkan MS] weeks 
wa birds 
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Usage of Counters 

1. IN A SENTENCE, THE NUMBER + COUNTER IS GENER¬ 
ALLY PLACED AFTER THE NOUN (+ PARTICLE) TO 
WHICH IT REFERS 

le no mae m kuruma ga ni dai tomatte imasu. 

Two cars are parked in front of the house. 

Koko ni pen go ni hon to kami go ni mai arimasu^ 

Here are two pens and iwo sheets of paper. 

Kahn o ni hat nomimashita. 

I drank two cups of coffee. 

Eki made takushUde ni j tip pun kakar imasu. 

It takes twenty minutes to the station by taxi. 

2. WHEN PRECEDING A NOUN, THE NUMBER + COUNTER 
IS FOLLOWED BY NO 

San nin no seito ga kesseki desu. 

Three students are absent. 

Migi kara san ban me no seki ni suwatie kudasat. 

Please sil down in the third seat from the right. 

3. IN A QUESTION (HOW MANY/HOW MUCH), jVAjV + 
COUNTER IS USED 

Isshukan ni hon o nan satsu gurai yomimasn ha. 

About how many books do you read in a week? 

Hagaki o nan mai matte imasu ka . 

How many postcards do you have? 

Kyo h a nan nichi desu ka. 

What day of the month is today? 

* Note the following euphonic changes after nan : 
nan hon inj'/fc How many sticks 
nan hat How many cups 

nanhiki How many animals 

nan pun How many minutes 
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5. DAYS (OF THE MONTH) (ka B) 
1 tsuitaciu 6 muika 


2 fuisuka 

3 mikka 

4 yokka 

5 itsitka 

1 narwkct 

8 yoka 

9 kokonoka 
\ 0 taka 


6. DAYS (AS A UNIT) (nichi. ka El) 
1 ichinichi 6 muiku 


2 futsuka 

3 mikka 

4 yokka 

5 itsuka 

1 nanoka 

8 yoka 

9 kokonoka 

10 toka 


7. MONTHS (AS A UNIT) (kagetsu i> fl) 
1 ikkagetsu 6 rokkagetsu 


2 nikagetsu 

3 sankagetsu 

4 yonkagetsu 

5 gokagetsu 

1 nanakagetsu 

8 hachikagetsu 

9 kyukagetsu 

10 jukkagetsu 


8. KILOGRAMS OR KILOMETERS (kiro *P) 


1 ic hi kiro 

2 nikiro 

3 sankiro 

4 yonkiro 

5 gokiro 

6 rokkiro 

7 nanakiro 

8 hachikiro 

9 kyukire/ 

10 jukkiro 


9. SMALL, ROUND, OR NON-SPECIFIC OBJECTS (ko 1i) 
I ikko 6 rokkn 


2 niko 

3 sanko 

4 yonko 

5 goko 

1 nanako 

8 hachiko 

9 kyuko 

10 jukko 
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10. PERSONS (nin A) 

1 hitori 

2 [atari 

3 san nin 

4 yon in 

5 gonin 


6 rokunin 

7 ntmunin/shichimn 

8 hachinin 

9 kyunin/kunin 
10 jtiriin 


11 . 


12 . 


13. 


BOOKS, VOLUMES (satsu ») 

1 is satsu 

6 

rokusatsu 

2 ni satsu 

7 

nanasatsu 

3 sansatsu 

8 

has satsu 

4 yonsatsu 

9 

kyu satsu 

5 gosatsu 

10 

jus satsu 

BIRDS (wa M) 

l ichiwa 

6 

rokuwa 

2 niwa 

7 

nanawa 

3 sanba 

8 

hachiwa 

4 yonwa 

9 

kyuwa 

5 gowa 

10 

juppa 

YEARS OLD (sai t) 

1 issai 6 

rokusai 

2 nisai 

7 

nanasai 

3 sunsai 

8 

hassai 

4 y on sai 

9 

kyusai 

5 gosai 

6 

jussai 


EUPHONIC CHANGES 

Only the consonant-stem verbs have euphonic changes, and these 
occur only when the te-, ta~, or tara- form of the verb is made. There 
are three types of euphonic changes: the /-sound change, the gemi- 
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replace it with -n. The following te and ta become de and da respec¬ 
tively. 


DICT. FORM 

7T-PORM 

7A-FORM 

asobu (to play) 

asonde 

asonda 

mambu (to learn) 

manande 

mananda 

nomu (to drink) 

nonde 

nonda 

shinu (to die) 

shinde 

shinda 

yonrn (to read) 

yonde 

yon da 


INTRANSITIVE AND TRANSITIVE VERBS 

Verhs which do not or cannot take a direct object are called intransi¬ 
tive verbs. Verbs which can take a direct object are called transitive 
verbs. The objects are mainly followed by the particles o, wa , ni, or 
ga. However, the object before any Japanese transitive verb can be 
freely dropped. 

“Akari o keshimasu ka ” “Kesanaide kudasaid 
“Shall I turn off the light?” “Please don’t turn (it) off." 

“Kino pom ni aimashita ka” “Aimasen deshitad 
“Did you meet Paul yesterday?” “1 didn't meet (him),” 

“Watashi wa gorufu ga de hi mas end **Watashi mo dekimasend 
4 1 cannot play golf" “1 can't play (it) T either.” 

List of Pairs of Intransitive and Transitive Verbs 

Pairs of intransitive and transitive verbs are listed below T but as 
explained above, the transitive verbs of these pairs do not necessarily 
take a direct object. 

INTRANSITIVE TRANSITIVE 

a gam _L if & (to go up) agent _L 1 f & (to raise) 

aku f?p] <( (toopen) akeru (to open) 

a ram y Mfz& (to hi l) ateru (to hit) 
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butsukaru (to bump) 

deru {to go out) 

fuent (toincrease) 

hairu Kh (to go in) 
ha]imam (to begin) 

hamreru $1 if- h (to separate) 
hauireru (to come off) 

hieru tv x_ h (to grow cold) 
hirogaru £ (to spread) 
kaeru t §h (to go hack) 
kakureru KS ¥i%> (to be hidden) 
kawaru *£L toh (to change) 
kieru fgx. h (to be put out) 
khnam £ & (to he decided) 

kireru it h (to be cut) 
kobo re ru .1 (f fl h (to spill) 
kowarem ^ib h (to break down) 
magani h (to bend) 
maiomaru £ t i h (to be united/ 
arranged) 

mawam [U h (to rotate) 
mazaru ifi e? %> (to be mixed) 
michiru h (to become full) 
mitsukaru 'O h (to be found) 
moreru fXh (to leak) 
mukeru tflf& (toped) 
muku Ip 3 ^ (to face) 
nakunarti ■( & & (to be lost) 
narabu (to be lined up) 

nokoru ^%h (to be left over) 
nobiru (to grow long) 

nobiru (to he postponed) 


but sake ru O (• t o (to 

bump) 

dasu tdi“ {to let out) 
fuyciA'u Jla J v ,_ if (to increase) 

ireru (to put in) 

hajim eru #n tfb h (to beg i n) 
hanasu SI A (to let go) 
hazusu (to remove) 
hiyasu % A* A {to cool) 
hiwgeru (to spread) 

kaexit fiii T (to let go back) 
kakusu fiS'f’ (to hide) 
kaeru h (to change) 

kesu (to put out) 

kimeru ik.h (to decide) 
kirn (to cut) 

kobosu Cl (• (to spill) 
kowasu (to break) 

ffiugeru ffitf b (to bend) 
matotneru X t $7 h (to 
unite/arrange) 
mawasu HIT (to rotate) 
mazeru £ (to mix) 
mitasu ?S tz T (to fill) 
mitsukeru O (t h (to fi nd) 

morasu ii h~$~ (to let leak) 
muku tz ( (to peel) 
mukeru AKt & (to turn) 
nakusu 4" ( T (to lose) 
naraberu (to line up) 

nokosu (to leave) 
nobasu ItvfT (to lengthen) 
nohasu (to postpone) 


Copyrighted Material 


276 * GRAMMATICAL EXPLANATIONS 


noru Jft-S (to ride/get on) 

n ukeru tfclf X (to fall out} 
ochiru o h {to fall) 
okiru JE ^ & (to get up) 
a rent (to break in two) 

oriru W D h (to get down) 
owam (to be over) 

sagaru T (to go down/off) 
sameru £ ^ h (to get cold) 
shimaru Wth (to close) 
tamaru Jff t b (to be saved up) 
tasukaru (to be rescued) 

mtsu (to stand up) 

tokeru & (to melt) 

to maru lb t h (to stop) 
torem JRsfl h (to come off) 
tsuzuku fit < (to continue) 

isuku & < (to be lighted) 
tsumaru Bn t h (to be packed) 
tsunagaru (to cotin ect) 

tsutawaru (to spread) 

umareru (to be bom) 

yakeru ffitt-S (to bake) 
yasumu ft tv (to take a rest) 
waku < (to boil) 
war era flh (to crack) 


noser a ■ (to give a 

ride) 

nuku {Jt *\ (to pull out) 
otosu ffi t~t (to drop) 
okosu SCi - (to wake up) 
oru |Jr h (to break off/fold) 
orosu Vw- X i” (to take down) 
oeru h (to finish) 
sageru T(to lower) 
samasu e t "t" (to cool ) 
sh ime ru Efl Xj h (to close) 
lament i!y42 (to save up) 
ta.sukeru itjj If (to rescue) 

lateru fLXh (to stand) 
tokasu T (to melt) 
tomeru I i. h (to sto p) 

tom Ifih {to remove) 
tsuzukeru fie It h (to con¬ 
tinue) 

tsukeru Att h (to light) 
isumeru Bp (to pack) 

tstmagu C (to connect) 
tsutaeru (to tell) 

umu itr (to give birth to) 
yaku < (to bake) 
yasumeru ft A h (to rest) 
wakasu (to boil) 

warn #j h (to crack) 


NOUNS 

Japanese nouns have no gender or eases in themselves. Case is 
indicated by a particle. There is also no distinction between singular 
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and plural nouns. However, certain suffixes such as tachi may be 
added after a pronoun to indicate the plural. 

Types of Nouns 

1. CONJUNCTIVE FORM AS NOUN 

There are several verbs whose conjunctive forms can be dealt with as 
nouns. 

[)[CT, FORM OF VERB CONJUNCTIVE FORM AS NOUN 

kajimeru (to begin) hajime (the beginning) 

harem (to clear up) hare (good weather) 

kangaeru (to think) kangae (a thought/idea/ opinion) 

kotaeru (to answer) kotae (an answer} 

odoroku (to be surprised) odoroki (a surprise) 
owaru (to end) owari (an end) 

tasukeru (to help) tasuke (a help) 

2. ADJECTIVE STEM AS NOUN 

There are several adjectives whose steins can be dealt with as nouns, 
though some require a specific suffix. 


L5ICC FORM OF ADJECTIVE 
akai (be red ) 
shiroi (be white) 
takai (be high) 
tanoshii (be pleasant) 


STEM AS NOUN 
aka (the color red) 
shiro (the color white) 
taka-sa (height) 
tanoshi-mi (pleasure) 


3. COMPOUND NOUNS 

* Noun + noun 

kyuko ressha express train 

giju tsu kakush in tech no I ng i cal i nno vati o n 

* Conjunctive form of verb + noun 
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wasure-mono forgotten item 
de-gnchi exit, way out 

* Stem of adjective + noun 
chika-michi shortcut 

* Noun + conjunctive form of verb 
hana-ml flower viewing 

* Conjunctive form of verb + conjunctive form of another verb 
hiki-d&shi drawer 

* Stem of adjective + conjunctive form of verb 
yasu-uri bargain sale 

* Noun + stem of adjective 
ki-mga leisurely attitude 

* L Siem of adjective + stem of another adjective 
hoso-naga slenderness 

■ Double noun 
hi to-bi to people 


POLITE LANGUAGE 

In Japanese two kinds of polite language are very commonly used. 
Respectful language shows respect toward a person to whom or about 
whom the speaker is talking, and humble language indicates the 
speaker’s humbleness. Caution is advised regarding the overuse of 
polite language, as it can create a sense of distance between the 
speaker and those being addressed. 


Prefixes and Suffixes 

I. O- 


Noun prefix, mainly for words of Japanese origin. 

o-kdsan mother (of the other person) 

o-miyage a souvenir 

o-namae the name (of the other person) 

o-shigoto the work (of the other person) 

o-tenki the weather 

o-tosan father (of the other person) 
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2. GO - 


Noun prefix, mainly fur nouns of Chinese origin. 


go-jilaku 
go-kuro 
go-seiko 
go-jus ho 
go-shujin 


home (of the other person) 


hardship (of the other person) 
success (of the other person) 
address (of the other person ) 
husband (of the other person) 


3. - SAN 

Suffix added to family or first names, or nouns expressing rela¬ 
tion, status, or condition. 


Tanaka-san 

Taw-son 

oji-san 

oba-san 

kachd-san 

a-tsukare-san*/ 


Mr, (Ms.) Tanaka 

Taro 

unde or an oldish gentleman 

aunt or an oldish lady 

the chief of a section 

tiredness (You worked hard, thank 

you.) 


go-kuro-san * 


(*set phrases for thanking somebody after finishing a job) 

4, -SAMA 

A suffix used in the same way as -.can, hut more respectful and 
formal. 


Yamada-sama 

o-kyaku-sama 

dochiru-sumu/ 


Mr, (Ms.) Yamada 
customer or visitor 
who 


donaia-sama 

Polite Auxiliary Verbs 

1. DESU 

The polite equivalent of the auxiliary verb da. 

2. -MASU 

The polite auxiliary verb used for making the maw*-foim of verbs. 
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Dochira 

This is the polite equivalent of doko (where), do re (which), and dare 
(w ho). Which meaning it carries must be determined by context (and 
can at times be confusing), 

PREPOSITIONS 

Common English prepositions are generally expressed by post-posi¬ 
tional particles or phrases in Japanese. When a post positional phrase 
using particles precedes a noun and is used to modify it, as a rule the 
ni or de i n the phrase is replaced with no. If made or kara are used in 
the phrase, they must be followed by no. 

Compare the following two sentences: 

Sana hon wci kahan no naka ni iremashita. 

I pul that book in the bag. 

Kahan no naka no hon o nakushimashita. 

I lost the book that was in the bag. 

(no naka ni becomes no naka no as it is used to modify the noun 
[ h on ] wh ich follow s) 

English Prepositions Expressed in Japanese 

1. ABOVE 

* no ite de/ni\ higher than 
Ima kumo no ue ni imasu. 

Wc are above the clouds now. 

■ ijo: to a greater degree than 
Tesuto no ten wa heikin ijo desu. 

My test scores are above average. 

2. ACROSS 

* o yokogitte; crossing from one side to the other side of 
Obason go doro o yokogitte aruite imasu vo. 
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An old woman is walking across the road. 

* no muka ni : on Ihe opposite side of 
Shiyakusho wa ana ginko no muko ni arimasu. 
The city office is on the other side of that bank, 

3. AFTER 

■ (no) a to de/m: the time that follows 
Shigoto no ato de a-cha o noma. 

Let s have tea after work, 

Kai motto o shita ato de eiga o miyo. 

Lei’s see a movie after doing the shopping. 
Anuta no ato de kekko desu. 

After you is fine. 

4. ALONG 

* ni sotte or o: parallel to the length of 
Tokidoki kaigan ni sotte sanpo shimasu. 

I sometimes take a walk along the beach. 

* a: from one end to the other end of 
Kono tori o iku to koen ga am. 

IF you go along this street, you will find a park. 

5. AMONG 

* no naka de/ni: in the middle of/being one of 
San satsa no naka de kore ga ichiban suki desu. 
\ like this best among the three (books). 

■ no aida de/ni: in the group of 

Sore wa karera no aida de sude ni giron s a ret a. 
It was already discussed among them. 

6. AT 

* ni: time 

San ji ni aimashd. 
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What did you buy for her? 

* ni: purpose 

Mai asa sanpo ni ikimasu . 

I go for a walk every morning. 

* nil occasion 

Tanjobi ni hare o moratta. 

I was given this for my birthday. 

* kan or no aida: period of time 
Ni nen kan nihon ni imashiki. 

I was in Japan for two years. 

* no tame ni ( modifies verbs): benefit of someone/thing 
Kanojo no tame ni path a shimasu. 

We’ll give a party for her. 

* e or ni: destination or direction 
Ajw tokyv e dekakemasu. 

Fm leaving for Tokyo tomorrow. 

* ni tone : semantic subject of verb in the infinitive 
Kanji o oboeru no wa watashi ni totte muzukashit. 

It is difficult for me to learn kanji. 

* ni wa: someone for whom some state is excessive 
Kore wa watashi ni takasugiru. 

This is too expensive for me. 

* de: price 

Kore o sen en de kaimashitci . 

I bought this for one thousand yen. 


18. FROM 

* kara: starting point 

Shinkansen wa kano eki kara demasu. 
The shinkansen starts from this station.. 
" kara: point in time something starts 
Mise wa ka ji kara aite int. 

The store is open from nine o'clock. 

• kara : material 
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Sake wa home kara rsukurareru. 

Sake is made from rice. 

* de: cause 

Ojiisan wagan de shinimashita. 

My grandfather died of cancer. 

19. IN 

* m; at some time during 

Go gat sit ni kare wa nihon ni kimasu. 

Heli come to Japan in May. 

* ni: place of existence 

Ani wa kyoto ni sunde imasu. 

My brother lives in Kyoto. 

* de: place where an action is performed 
Kare wa heya de aete iru. 

He is sleeping in his room. 

* de: place where an event is held 
Konsdto wa ano horu de arimasu. 

The concert is given in that hall. 

* no naka de/ni : within an enclosed space 
Kamera wa kaban no naka ni ant. 

The camera is in the bag. 

* (if*: method or means 
Nihongo de hanasemasu ka. 

Can yon speak in Japanese? 

■ ni: direction toward which an action is directed 
Karera wa ano hoko ni ina . 

They went in that direction. 

20. INTO 

* no naka e: tow r ard the inside of 
Inn ga heya no naka e haitte him , 

A dog came into the room. 

* ni: result of a change 


Kore o nihongo ni naoshite kudasai. 
Please pul Ihis inlo Japanese. 
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21. NEAR 

* no chikaku de/nr, close to 

Eki no chikaku ni yasui hot era wa arimasu ka. 

Is there a cheap hole! near the station? 

22. OF 

* no: belonging or in relation to 
Kuruma no taiya ga panku shim. 

My car has a fiat tire. 

* no: semantic object/subject of a noun expressing action 
Sono imi no setsumet wa muzukashisugiru. 

The explanation of the meaning is too difficult. 

■ no: apposition 

Wamshi wakbbe no mac hi ga sttki dem\ 

I like the city of Kobe. 

23. ON 

* ni: at the time of 

Nan yobi ni ko rare mas u ka. 

On what day can you come? 

■ ni/de. on the surface of 
Kobe ni kiret-na e ga aru . 

T he re is a beautiful picture on the wall, 

* no ue de/ni : on the horizontal surface of 
Jisho wa tsukue no ue ni ant . 

The dictionary is on the desk. 

24. ONTO 

* no ue e/nt toward the surface of 
Neko ga teburu no ue e tohiagatta. 

A cat jumped onto the table. 
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25. OVER 

* no ite de/nt in a higher position 
Sono kaikyo no tie ni has hi ga dekita. 

A bridge was built over the strait. 

* yori takaku: higher than 

Ano kikyu wa kumo yori takaku tande ini. 

That balloon is flying over the clouds, 

* o koete\ to the far side of 
Neko ga hei o koeie nigeta, 

A cat ran away over the fence, 

* no muko de/nt: on the other side of 

Kanojo wa kono doro no muko ni sunde imam. 

She lives on the other side of this road, 

* ijo: more than 

Hyaku mat ijo shii dii o matte imastt. 

I have over one hundred CDs. 

26. SINCE 

* kara or irai: from a point in past time 
Senshu no nichiyobi kara byoki desu. 

Tve been sick since last Sunday. 

Kanojo to saiga ni atte kara ni nen ni nan mas u. 

It is two years since [ saw her last. 

* no toki kara: from a point in past time 

Watashi taehi wa gakusei no toki kara tomodachi desu . 
We’ve been friends since we were students. 

27. THROUGH 

* o totte ; in one side and out the other side of 
Densha ga nagai tonneru o totte kita . 

The train came through the long tunnel. 

* no aida\ from the beginning to the end of 
Fuyu no aida shin slut de sukii o shimasu. 

Til ski in Shinshu through the winter. 
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* made: up to and including 
Getsuydbi kara kin f ydbi made hatarakimosu. 
I work from Monday through Friday. 


28. THROUGHOUT 

• no aida (zntto) or ju: from start to finish 
Gakusei jidai no aida zutio am hat to o shit a. 

i worked part-time throughout my school days. 

29. TO 

• ni: indirect object 
Anata ni sore o agetnasu. 

I'll give that to you. 

• ni or e or made : destinatioriMrection 
Tokyo ni ikimasu. 

I’m going to Tokyo. 

• made: time when an action is stopped 
Ju ji kara go ji made hatarakimasu. 

\ work from ten to five. 

30. TOWARD 

■ no ho e: direction 
Kare wa ekl no ho e ikimashita. 

He went toward the station. 

31. UNDER 

• no shita de/ni: in/to a lower place than 
Tiburu no shita ni inu ga imasu. 

A dog is under the table. 

• mi man or ika de/ni: less than 

Ju hassai mtman no hito wa hairemasen. 

People under eighteen may not enter. 

( As explained above, when the phrase is used to modify a 
noun immmediately following it, no is used in place of ni.) 
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32. UNTIL 

* made: up to 

Asa made hem o yonde imashita. 

\ was reading books till morning. 

33. WITH 

■ to issho nil accompanied by 
Anuta to issho m ikitai desu. 

1 want to go with you. 

* de or o tsukaite: means or method 
Enpttsu o tsukaite kudosed. 

Please use a pencil 

* de: cause 

Kino wa kaze de new imashita. 

I was in hed with a cold yesterday. 

* no arm character of 

Kare wa yumoa no aru him desu . 

He is a man with a sense of humor. 

* no tsuita: attached, possessing 

Aka i rah era no tsuita shohin ga ha gen desu . 

The items w r ith red labels are bargains. 

* de: material for covering 
Fuji-san wayuki de ow arete iru. 

Mt. Fuji is covered with snow. 

PRONOUNS 
Personal Pronouns 

Japanese personal pronouns are frequently omitted except when it is 
not easy to guess who is being referred to. In general, the name of a 
person or his/her position or occupation followed by the polite suffix 
-sort is commonly used instead of a personal pronoun. Case is given 
to the personal pronoun by adding specific particles wa, ga, o, ni , or 
no * 
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I 

we 

you (sing.) 
you (pi.) 
he 
she 

they 


watashi, hoku/ore (male) 
watashi tachi, hoku/ore iachi (male) 
ana to, kind (informal) 
anaia tachi, kind taehi (informal) 
ketre, kono/sono/ano Into 
kanojo, kono/sono/ano him 
karera, kono/sono/ano hi to tachi 


Demonstrative Nouns 

These pronouns become kono , sono, and ano respectively before 
nouns they modify. 

this, these kore, kochira (polite) 

it, they, that, those sore, sochira (polite) 

that, those (over there) are, achira (polite) 


The following tire used for expressing place and direction (combined 
with the particles m, de, e, kara , or made). 


this place, here 

koko 

that place, there 

soko 

that place, over there 

as oka 

this way (direction/side) 

kochira 

that way (direction/side) 

sochira 

that way over there 

achira 

(direction/side) 


w hich way (direction/side) 

dochira 

* See also are, kore, sore in 

Part i 


VERBS 

Japanese verbs change form not according to person or the number of 
the subject, but according to the verbs, auxiliaries, particles, or other 
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function words which follow the verb. There are three types of 
regular verbs and two irregular verbs. The dictionary form of all 
verbs ends with -u. 

/ru-Verbs 

The dictionary form always ends with -iru. The verbs listed below 
look like /noverbs but actually conjugate as consonant-stem verbs. 

ha iru to enter 

hash iru /L & to ran 
kirn !s£f h to cut 
shim h to know 
iru %> to need 

List of Common iru -Verbs 

dekiru t? ^ h can (do), to complete 
kariru 1h 0 h to borrow 
mint to see, look, watch 

ok iru h to get up, wake up 

ochiru h to fall, come down, crash 

shinjiru Q L'i h to believe (in), trust 

Era-Verbs 

The dictionary form always ends with -era. The verbs lisLed below 
look like eru-verbs but actually conjugate as consonant-stem verbs. 

kent to kick 

shaberu to speak, chat 

sube ru i" h to si i p, si i de 
kaeru fti h to go back, come back 
neru to elaborate, knead 

List of Common Erw-Verbs 

agent h to give, raise, do (something) for others 
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a kern f>h \ t h to open 

aklrameru $ ^ htibfa to give up 

dekakeru h to go out, set out 

deru tB h to go out, come out, leave, graduate, appear 

hareru to clear up 

ireru Aii%> to put in, insert 

kikoeru B0<1 . x. h to he heard, be audible 

kotaeru to answer 

kowareru to break down, get out of order 

kureru <( 1X& to be given, get a profit by an action 

mieru S, x. h to be seen, he visible, appear (come) 

mi sent h to show, let (somebody) see 

neru ;0 h to sleep, go to bed 

noberu to describe 

oboeru it £ h to memorize, learn (by heart) 

oeru to finish 

o kureru to be late, be delayed 

oshteru ^lx.h to teach, tell 

tasukeru H/j (t h to help 

tazuneru £ to ask, visit, call on 

tomeru ih^ h to stop, park 

Isukureru Si ft h to get tired 

isukeru Oit h to turn on, light, attach 

umareru 4. t, fl h to be born 

wasureru to forget, leave (something) behind 

yameru to quit, stop, retire 

Consonant-Stem Verbs 

The dictionary form ends in -ru, ~u, -ku, -gu, ~su, -rsu, ~nu f -bu , or 
-mu, The second to last syllable may be any consonant + any vowel, 
or just a vowel. 

List of Common Consonant-Stem Verbs 

am h to exist 
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aruku # < to walk 

asohu jErfS to play, amuse oneself 

an ^ ■) to meet, see (a person) 

chigau ■? to differ, be wrong 

dasu thi" to let out, take out* post, hand in, pay 

furu F$ h to fall (of rain or snow) 

ganharu (JT h to do one's best, hold on, try hard 

hanasu ufrt to speak, talk:, tell 

ha mu tL ) to pay 

haturaku ffi < to work 

hiku *}] < to pull, draw, minus, reduce a price 

iku ff < to go 

ill If *5 to say, tell 

kaku f!f n to write 

kasu if it" to lend 

kau j( "7 to buy 

kesu it=li" to turn off, erase, extinguish 

kiku M < to hear, listen, ask 

magaru Eft if h to turn (a corner) t curve, bend 

ma ni an ft] EI o' 1 to be in time, catch (a train, bus, etc,) 

mafsu to wait 

morau & b ) to be given, receive 

motsu to hold, have, possess 

naku '{if. K to cry, weep 

nakunaru 4 ■( Cc h to be gone, run out, pass away 

nakusu 4 < i“ to lose 

narau W 1 to take lessons, learn 

nam 4 h to become 

noma ffcts to drink, eat (soup), take (medicine) 

noru h to ride, get on, board 

odor oka < to be surprised 

okonau If 1 to do, perform (an action) 

aku W: < to put T place 

okuru b> to send, see off 
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oru £3 h to be, stay 

am to push, press 

owam $?■ h to be over, end 

shimaru B9 £ & to be closed, be shut 

shinu to die 

sumu t\ih to Jive, reside 

suwaru to sit down, be seated 

tatsu to stand up, leave 

lomaru it. £ & to conic to a stop, run down 

tomaru jfl £ h to stay (overnight) 

tom JR %> to take, take off, remove 

tsuzukii UK to continue, follow 

tsuitfiu t$ 1 to use, handle, spend (money) 

tsuku ¥f< to arrive, get to 

tsuku ru IK b to make, cook, manu f;actu re 

utau 0 losing 

wakaru to understand, know, recognise 

warau ^ to laugh, giggle, grin, chuckle 
yarn h to do, give (informal) 
yasumu to take a rest, he absent 
yomu 1% tj to read 

Irregular Verbs 

kuru to come 

suru irh to do, perform various actions, be in some state 

Verb Forms 
I. DICTIONARY FORM 

This refers to the plain form found in the dictionary and al ways 
ends with -u. 

* This form is used at the end of a relative clause which modifies 
a noun placed directly after it, or in other types of subordinate 
clauses such as noun clauses. The /na^u-form cannot be used in 
such clauses. Also note that the use of the m^u-form to end 


Copyrighted Material 


298 * GRAMMATICAL EXPLANATIONS 

sentences in conversation is more polite, 

Anata ga susumete kureru jisho o kaimashd. 

I’ll buy the dictionary that you recommend to me. 

Kare ga chugoku ni iku koto o shitte imam ka. 

Do you know that he is going to China? 

* This form is also used at the end of an appositive clause which 
precedes specific nouns, such as yosu (sign/look), nozomi 
(hope), yakusoku {promise/appointment }Jijitsu (fact), etc. 
Kare wa akirameru yosu ga nai 

He shows no sign of giving up. 

San ji ni tomodachi to au yakusoku ga ant n desu ga. 

Sorry, I have an appointment to meet my friend at three. 

Kare ga seiko sum nozomi wa nai. 

There is no hope that he will succeed. 

* The dictionary form can also precede the following words and 
phrases, dealt with in Pan I: hakari. beki f bun, dake, desho , 
dokoro de (wa) nai. dokoro ka. hazu desu, hazu ga nai , ho, 
ho do. ho ga si, hoka nai, igai, kagiri, kamoshirenai, kara, 
kawari ns, keredoimo). koto. koto ga aru, koto ga dekiru, kotoni 
nartt, koto ni natte iru, koto ni shite iru, koto ni suru, kurai, 
made, made ni, mae, mitai (2), mono, na, nara, ni chigai nai, ni 
mo kakawarazu. ni tsurete, ni wa. no, node, no desu, no ni, 
rashii, shika, so desu {1), tabi ni, tame ni, to, toka, toki ni, 
tokoro, to shite mo, to sure ha, tsuide ni, tsumori desu, tie , uchi 
ni, wake, ya, yd desu. yd ni. yd ni suru. yd ni iu. yori 

2. NAK FORM 

This form expresses plain negation, 

* This form is made as follows: 

Consonant-stem verbs: Replace the final ~u with -a and add 
nai . When the final -w is preceded by another single vowel, as 
in id or kau, replace the u with wa and add nai. 
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masu to the conjunctive form of the verb. 

This form cannot be used in relative clauses. It is commonly 
used at the end of a sentence or certain subordinate clauses. 

• Masu can be replaced with the following variations of masu to 
express the meanings on the right respectively: 


mu sen 
mashita 
masen deshita 
mashd 


Polite non-past negative 
Polite past affirmative 
Polite past negative 
Polite volitional 


DICT. FORM 

AM50-FORM 

NON-PAST (NEC.) 

* 

PAST (AFF.) 

m 



PAST (NEC.) 

VOLITIONAL 

mint 

ml masu 

mimasen 

mi mas hi tii 



m imasen deshita 

mi mas ho 

dem 

demasu 

de masen 

demashita 



demasen deshita 

demos ho 

Hat 

iki mas u 

ikimasen 

ikimashha 



ik imas en deshita 

iki mashd 

sunt 

shimasu 

shimasen 

shimashita 



shimasen deshita 

shimasha 

kuru 

kimasu 

kimasen 

kimashiia 



kimasen deshita 

kimasho 


* Used to express an invitation 
Ashita wa eiga o mi ni ikimasen ka . 

Would you like to go see a movie tomorrow? 

Wat as hi no atarashii kuntma de doraihu ni iki mashd. 
Let s go for a drive in my new car. 


* Used to express habitual action 
Sumimasen ga, watashi wa nama no xabemono wa zenzen 
tabemasen. 

Pm sorry, but 1 don’t eat raw food at all. 
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* Used to express a suggestion 
O - cha demo nomimmhd ka. 

Shall we have tea or something? 

■ Used to express present action 
Kono ncn.su yasumi wet dokoka e ikimcisn ka. 

Are you going anywhere during this summer vacation? 

* Used to express past perfect action 
Sono eiga wa mo mimashiia. 

I’ ve already seen that movie. 

* Used io express volition 

Wafas hi ga kawari ni sore o x hi mas ha, 

\ will do it in place of you. 

* See also masu in Part 1 
5. TE-FQ RM 

This form expresses actions in succession, an unemphatieal 
reason or cause, a process of action, contrastive actions, or a 
condition. 

* This form is made by adding -te to the conjunctive form. 
However, the -te of reform becomes -de after the conjunctive 
form of a consonant-stem verb whose dictionary form ends 
with -hu, -gu , -mu, or -nu. The last syllable of the conjuncti ve 
form of a consonant-stem verb whose dictionary form ends with 
the following syllables is also euphonically changed before -re 
as follows. See also Euphonic Changes in Part II. 

-ku r -gu -i- (dte/dde) 

-u, -tsu, -tu —*■ -i- (-tte) 

-bu, -mu, -rut —* -n- (-nde) 
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TE- FORM 

asonde 

itte 

oyoide 

kaite 

kite 

shimatte 

shinde 

shite 

tabete 

nonde 

mane 

mite 

itte 


asobu 

iku* 

oyogu 

kaku 

kuru 


shimaru 


shinu 

sum 

Inherit 

nomu 

matsu 

mint 

iu 


(*iku is an exception) 

* The re-form can precede the following words and phrases, dealt 
with in Part I: ageru, aru, bakari, hoshii, irai, iru, itadaku, kara, 
kudasah kurew, miiai it), rnorait, am, sorekara , soshite, 
yoroskii 

See also te ho&hii, te iku, te kuru t te mint, re oku t temasu, te 
shimau 

■ See also Euphonic Changes in Part II 
6, 7>1-FGRM 

This form expresses past actions or events, completion of an 
action or movement, lasting state as the result of an action, or 
movement and experiences at some undefined time, 

• This form is simply made by replacing -te of reform with -la. 


DICE FORM 
iku 


7,4-FORM 

itta 
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kaku 

kaita 

kuru 

kita 

sum 

shita 

taberu 

tabeia 

mint 

mita 

in 

itta 


* This form is used in a relative clause which modifies a noun, or 
in other types of subordinate clauses. It can also end a sentence, 
hut in conversation it is more polite to use -metshita. 

Watashi wa kind katia hon o mo yomimashita. 

I've already read the hook that J bought yesterday. 

* Like the dictionary form, this form can be used at the end of an 
appositive clause which precedes specific nouns, such as yd.su 
(s ign/l ook k jijhsu (fact), c tc. 

Kano jo wa yoku natta ydsu ga tuit. 

She shows no sign of having gotten better. 

Kare ga misu o okashita jijiisu wa hitei dekinai. 
t he fact that he made a mistake cannot be denied. 

* The to-form of several verbs may be used as an attributive 
adjectival which can be used to modify a noun immediately 
following it. 


DJCT, FORM 

hanareru (to stay away) 
kawuru (to differ) 
komaru (to have difficulty) 
machigau (to make an error) 
meg uma rent (to be blessed) 


7A-FORM 

hanareta (distant) 
kawatta (peculiar/unusual) 
komatia (d ifficu 1 t/e m barras i ng) 
machigatta ( wrong/in c orrec t) 
megumareia f ble ssed/c o m fortab I e) 


* The ta -form can precede the following words and phrases, dealt 
with in Part I; ato de, hakari, bun, dake, dokoro ka, hazu desu , 
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haztt ga ftat, hb, hodo, ho ga it, ktunoxhirenai, kara , kciwari ni, 
keredo(mo), koto, koto ga aru, milai (2), mono, na, tiara, ni 
chigai ruii ni mo kakawarazu, no, node, no de.su, no ni, rashii , 
so desit (I), tame ni, toki ni, tokoro, tokoro ga, to shitemo, to 
sureba, tsuide ni, tsumori deste tie, wake, yo desu, yori 

1 . &4-FORM 

This form expresses a non-past condition. 

* This form is made as follows: 

Iru- and era-verbs: Replace the final -ru with -re, and add ba. 
Consonant-stem verbs: Replace the last vowel w r ith -e, and add 
ba. 

Irregular verbs: sum —* sureba, hum —► kureba 


D3CT. FORM 

iku 

miru 

inherit 


JtA-FORM 

ikeba 
mi re bet 
lobe re ha 


NEC 3, CONDITIONAL 

ikanakereba 
minakereba 
tube nake re ha 


* See also ba, nara, tara, to in Part J 


8, 7]4&4~FGRM 

This form is a conditional that means “if/’ “when,” “after 
(doing)/" and so forth. It implies the completion of an 
individual action. 

* This form is made by adding -tara to the stem of the fp-form. 
Note that tara-form of the copula verb da is dattura. 


DICT. FORM 

iku 

mint 

taheru 


TARA -FORM 

d tar a 
mi tara 
tabetara 


NEG. FORM 
{kanaka! tara 
minakattara 
iabenakattara 


See also ba, nara, tara, to in Part 1 
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■ See also koto ga dekiru in Pan I 

JO, PASSIVE FORM 

This form expresses Ehe passive. 

* This form is made as follows: 

Con son ant-Stem verbs: Replace the final -u with -areru. 
When the final -u is preceded by another vowel, as in hi or 
kau t replace it with -wareru, 
fm- and mi-verbs; Replace the final -m with rnrern. 
Irregular verbs: sum —* sareru, kuru kora rent 

* Verbs in the passive form are dealt with as an e rw-verbs, Refer 
to the explanation of ^/w-verb conjugation in the entries 
ahove. 

met. FORM PASSIVE (PLAIN) PASSIVE (polite) Tf-FQRM 

kowasu kowasareru kowasaremasu kowasarete 

nusumu nusumareru mtsumaremasu nwumame 

* Usually transitive verbs that describe an action toward a 
direct object can be formed into the passive. 

Dens ha no naka de salfu ga/o nusumaremashita. 

My wallet was stolen (I had my wallet stolen) in the train. 

* In Japanese a few intransitive verbs that do not take an object, 
such as kuru or furu, can be formed into the passive to express 
an action that is inconvenient for ihe speaker. The ageni of the 
passive verb may be indicated by nL 

I so gas hit toki ni mat a o-kyaku-san ni korareta* 

A visitor came again when I was busy. 

Ktieru tochu de ame ni fa rare mush da 
I w r as caught in the rain on my way home. 


*• 


See also ni, ni yotte in Fort I and honorific form below 
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GRAMMATICAL EXPLANATIONS 


* 


1L HONORIFIC FORM 

This form is used for showing the speaker’s respect toward 
the subject of the verb, 

* This form is made in the same manner as the passive form. 
Therefore, whether the form is passive or honorific must be 
determined from the context, A verb in the honorific form is 
dealt with as an ^ru-verb, 

Anata mo ikaremasu ka . 

Will you go, too? 

Sensei wa kvo wa koraremasen. 

The teacher isn't coming today. 

* See also Polite Language in Part II 

12. COMMAND FORM 

This form expresses a strong, emphatic command. Its use in 
conversation is not advised unless the speaker wants to sound 
abrupt. It is used when a superior orders something to be 
done, or when spectators cheer a team. 

* This form is made as follows: 

Consonant-stem verbs: Replace the final -u with - e . 
ini- and eru- verbs: Replace the final -m with - to. 

Irregular verbs: sum -* shiro , kurtt " koi 

* The negative command form is the dictionary form + na. 

* The sentence-ending particle yo may be added, especially 
when speaking to a friend, in order to soften the command. 
Chanti> shiro yo. 

Do it right, okay? 


See also ka, kudasai, kureru, masen, rnorau, nasal in Part I 
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13, PRESUMPTIVE FORM 

This form expresses the speaker’s uncertainty concerning 
future, present, or past actions, events, or states, 

■ This formi is expressed by adding desko, mi tat, rashii, so desu, 
or yd desu to the dictionary form of verbs. 


* See also desko, mitai, rashii, so desu, yo desu in Part I 
J4. VOLITIONAL FORM 

This form expresses the speaker's volition in making a sug¬ 
gestion, similar to the English expression '“I wilL/Iet’s.” 

* This form is made as follows: 

Consonant-stem verbs: Replace the final -u with -d. 

Iru- and eru~ verbs: Replace the final -ru with -yd. 

Irregular verbs: sum - shiyd, kum * kayo 


DICT, FORM 

PLAEN VOLITIONAL 

POLITE VOLITIONAL 

iku 

ikd 

ikimasho 

iru 

iyd 

i mas ho 

mint 

miyo 

mi mas ho 

oku 

oko 

okimasho 

yament 

ymneyo 

yamemasho 


* Tliis form can be used to express invitations, offers, or sugges¬ 
tions, However, as it is used rather informally, it is better to 
use mas ho (the volitional form of masu ) in polite speech. 
Eiga o mi ni ikd yo. 

Let’s go and see a movie, 

Kurd o tsukemasho ka. 

Shall I turn on the air conditioner? 

Koko de kaimono a ski mash o ka. 

Let’s do our shopping here, shall we? 
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* The negative of this form is as follows: 

Nai-f orm + de + iya/imasho: Let s keep ourselves from (do¬ 
ing). 

Mii-form + de + oko/okimashd: Let's leave as it is unper¬ 
formed. 

Dictionary form + no o + yameyofyamemasho: Let’s give 
up (doing). 

Amah nomanai de okimmho* 

Let’s not drink too much, 

Arne na node doraibu ni iku no a yam eyd. 

Let’s not go for a drive because it is rainy, 

* See also masu- form in Part II 
15. CAUSATIVE FORM 

This form expresses the idea that the subject person makes or 
permits somebody or something to perform an action. In 
Japanese inanimate things are rarely used for the subject of 
the verb in the causative form. A verb in the causative form is 
dealt with as art era-verb. 

* This form is made as follows: 

Con son ant-stem verbs: Replace the final -u with - a , and add 
-seru. When the final -u is preceded by a vowel, as in iu or 
kau , replace it with -wa and add -seru. 

Iru- and era- verbs: Replace the final -m with Maseru. 
Irregular verbs: sum -*■ saseru, kuru kosaseru 


Dicr, FORM 

CAUSATIVE (PLAIN) 

CAUSATIVE 

CAUSATIVE 



MU-FORM 

7A-FORM 

iku 

ikaseru 

ikasenai 

ikaseta 

tsukau 

tsuka waseru 

tsukawasenai 

tsukawaseta 

mint 

mi saseru 

misasenai 

misaseta 

noma 

noma sera 

nomasena i 

nomasela 
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neru nesaseru nesasenai nesasem 

(misera [to show, let see] is widely used instead of misaseru) 

■ Some verbs may be changed into causative form by the follow¬ 
ing rules and conjugate as consonant-stem verbs, These verbs 
then become transitive verbs and must take an object (either 
stated or implied), 

Consonant-stem verbs: Replace the final - u with -am. When 
the final syllable is w, as in in or kau , replace it with -wasu. 
frit- and erw-verbs: Replace the final -m with -sasu. 

Irregular verbs: suru -► susu, kuru * kosasu 


PICT. FORM 

CAUSATIVE (PLAIN) 

CAUSATIVE 

CAUSATIVE 



NM- FORM 

FA-FORM 

hatamku 

hatarakasit 

hatarakasanai 

hatarakashita 

naku 

nakasu 

nakasanai 

nakashita 

has him 

hashirasu 

hashirasanai 

hashirmhita 

ugoku 

ugokasu 

ifgokaxtinai 

ugokashitci 

tobu 

tobasu 

tobasanai 

tahashita 

kawaku 

kawaktisu 

kawaktisanai 

kawakashita 


Kuruma o sukoshi mae e ugokashite kudasaL 
Please move your car a little forward. 


* Use of mi with the causative 

The person or thing which is made or let to perform an 
action is followed hy ni or o. Ni is used to indicate the 
person made to do something when the verb takes a direct 
object with o Y or when the person is permitted to do 
something. 

Kodomo ni motto yasai a tabesaseta ha ga it. 

It is better to make children eat more vegetables. 

Watashi ni soko e ikasete kudasaL 
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Please let me go there, 

Watashi no buka ni tori ni ikaseru. 
I’ll have my assistant go and gel it. 


* Use of o with the causative 

This is used when the person or thing is made to do 
something (with transitive verb), Ihe person is made to have 
some emotion, or the person is permitted to do something 
on the subject person's own responsibility (transitive or 
intransitive verb). 

Hay aka kodomo o nekastta ho ga ii. 

It’s better to make the child go to bed early, 

Josei a nakmete wa ikenaL 
You should not make a lady cry. 

Kodomo lat hi o suki-na yd niasobaseta. 

1 let the children to play as they pleased, 

* Agent and kureru may be used after fc?-form of the causative in 
order to express permission in a declarative sentence, or a 
request in a question, 

Anata ni waiashi no mki-na uia o kikmeie age mas u , 

1 will let you listen to my favorite songs, 

Cholto kopii o t&ukuwasete kuremasen ka< 

Will you let me use the copy machine for a while? 

16. CAUSATIVE PASSIVE FORM 

This form means “to be made to (do),’ 1 or “be permitted to (do)." 

* This form is made as follows: 

Consonant-stem verbs: Replace the final -u with -a and add 
sareru or serareru. When the last syllable is -u as in ill or 
kau , replace it w ith -wa and add sareru or serareru. 

Iru- and era-verbs: Replace the final - ru with -saserarem. 
Irregular verbs: suru K sets e rare ru, kuru -► kosaserareru 
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Sera re ru/sa se ra re ru is made by combining the causative end’ 
ing -seru/sasent with the passive ending - rareru . Sareru is 
the abbreviated font] of serareru. (The former is more com¬ 
monly used than the latter.) 

A verb in the causative passive form conjugates as an em- 
verb. 


DICT, FORM 

iku 

kau 

shinjiru 

akimmeru 


CAUSATIVE PASSIVE FORM 
ikasa re nt/ikase rare ru 
ka warn reru/ka was era reru 
shinjisase rareru 
akiramesase ra rent 


Wains hi wa tokidoki niehiyobi mo hatarakasar etnas u. 

I am made to work even on Sundays at times. 

Takai mono o kawasareie komotte imasu. 

1 am distressed because I was forced to buy something expen¬ 
sive. 
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